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EGYPT 


MUBARAK VIEWS ARAB TIES, GULF WAR, U.S. DEBTS 
‘NC190916 Cairo MENA in Arabic 0635 GMT 19 Jan 87 


[Text] Cairo, 19 January (MENA)--President Husni Mubarak has declared that 
Arab issues form the basis for all his international talks. Egyptian 
issues, whether they be economic or political, do not take up much time, 

he added. He expressed regret that the ICO summit will be convened in 
Kuwait at a time when Muslims are slaughtering each other. Such atrocities 
are “aking place despite the fact that Islam is a religion of tolerance 

and calls for unity, peace, and the avoidance of bloodshed. In this regard 
we affirm to the world that we are indeed the terrorists certain parties 
have accused us of being. - 


President Mubarak stated that it is time for Arabs to sit as one family 
and agree on a strategy and goal. Then each one can work to achieve this 
goal in his own way without harming the interests of the others. Mubarak 
made these remarks in an interview with Ahmad al-Jara)lah, chief editor 
of the Kuwaiti AL-SIYASAB newspaper. The interview was published today 
in both AL-AHRAM and AL-AKHBAR. 


Mubarak affirmed that Egypt has never and will never pour oil on fire. 

Egypt has been and will remain a soothing factor and a mediator to 

remove differences among the fraternal Arab countries. He asserted 

that relations between Egypt and the Arabs have recently improved. Most 
Areb countrier have not realized that Egypt's policy throughout the last 
few years is a firm one and does not bear any evil intent toward any Arab 
country. They see that Egypt has love for and a genuine desire to cooperate 
with fraternal countries. 


Mubarak said that European countries are interested in Egypt's stability 
in view of the fact that it is a safety valve for the entire region. 
Commenting on specific Egyptian-Arab relations, Mubarak noted that 
relations with Jordan are marked by a mutual understanding of views, 
including of any differences. We discuss every problem in order to reach 
a@ common concept of it, he added. As for our relations with Saudi Arabia, 
these are not new. They are long-standing and firm ties which have been 
further strengthened this year. 


President Mubarak expressed agreement with Sultan Qabus of Oman on the idea 
that the Gulf War can only be ended by some miracle. He affirmed that Iraq 

















has not received any offensive weapons from Egypt. Egypt hopes that this 
war will end, for it only benefits those countries which produce arms, 
he said. 


Mubarak expressed deep regret at Syria's attempt to disrupt the ICO summit. 
Instead of attacking Egypt, Syria should work to resolve the problem of 
the Iran-Iraq war, he asserted. 


Mubarak criticized the U.S. position with regard to the question of debts. 
America has not offered Egypt what it should, nor has it reduced the 
interest on such military debts to 7 percent. He declared that Egypt 
will never accept any pressure from the IMF which harms its national 
sovereignty. It will not allow any party to interfere in its domestic 
affairs. 


Mubarak said that the recent government reshuffle was intended to provide 
3 f..:ter economic pace. He praised Egyptian security personnel and 
affirmed that there had been no security breaches in the country, nor 
was there a constitutional crisis. 


Mubarak emphasized that the need ..r Cabinet approval to be obtained 
before Arab citizens could own a housing unit in Egypt had been cancelled 
in order to open the door for investors returning to the country. He 

said that he himself continuously follows Egypt's current investment issue. 
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ABU GHAZALAH COMMENTS ON GULF WAR 
NC201715 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1520 GMT 20 Jan 87 


[Excerpts] Fa'id, Ismailia, 20 January (MENA)--Field Marshal Muhammad 
Abd al-Halim Abu Ghazalah, deputy prime minister and minister of defense 
and war production, has questioned the Iranians’ ability to seize Basra. 
He described the Iraqi position as strong and solid, adding that reports 
on the gravity of the situation at the front are — in every war, as 
@ sort of psychological weapon. 


Abu Ghazalah said that military history shows that every war has its 
critical moments. However, he added, these moments do not decide the 
battle. He also said that according to available information, Iraq is 
standing fast and it is only a matter of time before it closes the breach 
in Shatt al-'Arab. 


In his remarks to reporters today, following a graduation ceremony for new 
reserve officers, Abu Ghazalah described Egyptian-Iraqi military relations 
as “excellent.” He noted that Egypt responds to Iraqi requests for arms 
and equipment. However, he noted, despite the recent Iranian offensive 
Iraq has not asked for additional arms from Egypt, nor has it requested 
Egyptian intervention. 


In his observations, Abu Ghazalah asserted that Egypt does not send its 
soldiers to the battlefield, nor does it get involved in battles. He said: 
When an Arab country asks for assistance, we send experts, officers, and 
NCO"s on training and teaching missions in military academies in these 
countries. He stated that these Egyptian experts have nothing to do with 
the fighting and there is not a single Egyptian soldier abroad. Such a 
step would be for the legislative and the executive authorities to decide, 
with the approval of the Egyptian people. 


Touching on the effects the Guif War may have on Egyptian national security, 
Abu Ghazalah said that any grave development in this war will affect 
Egyptian labor in the Arab region. It will also affect the flow of oil 
through the Suez Canal and the Red Sea, which is a vital artery. This, he 
Said, will reflect on the Egyptian economy. The war may also change the 
pelitical situation in the region, which could result in extremist concepts 


being exported to Egypt. 








Abu Ghazalah denied reports published by a Western newspaper claiming that 
Egypt had arranged with the United States to intervene in the Gulf War 

in Iraq's favor, and that he discussed this kind of coordination with the 
Americans when he met with the U.S. chief of Navy operations, during the 
latter's visit to Egypt. Abu Ghazalah stated that he did not discuss 

the Gulf War with the American official. 


He pofnted out that the visit to Egypt by the U.S. chief of Navy 
operations wes a private one in response to an invitation from the Egyptian 
Navy commander. 
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EGYPT 


MUBARAK, KULL AL-'ARAB INTERVIEW. 
JNO10930 Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 25 Jan 87 p 3, 11 


{Interview with Egyptian President Muhammad Husni Mubarak by Dr Samir Khayri, 
editor-in-chief of KULL AL-"ARAB magazine in Cairo--date not given] 


[Text] KULLAL-'ARAB: You will participate in the forthcoming Islamic 
summit in Kuwait. It has been reported that Egypt will submit more than 
one working paper to the summit and that many parties are coordinating 
with you on what has been submitted to the summit. My question is the 
following: Has Egypt reassumed the initiative in our Arab, Islamic world? 
What will Egypt's role be in the next stage on the Arab, Islamic, and 
international ievel and can one consider this to be a new line in 
Egyptian foreign policy? 


President Mubarak: This is not a new line. We have been working for some 
time to close Arab, Islamic, and African ranks. Our relations with the 
Arab, Islamic, and African world have never ceased. I attended all OAU 
meetings from the time I was vice president. I only failed to attend one 
meeting with good excuse. I do my best to attend OAU meetings because 
they are very important. Why? Because the OAU is like a family to us. 

We have good relations with all the African countries or at least with 

90 percent of these countries. We have good relations with those countries 
with which we are not bound by bonds of friendship. When we go to any 
African meeting and find, for example, that there are differences between 
two countries with which we have good relations we try to mediate between 
them and reconcile them. Summit meetings are important because 40 percent 
of the differences which do emerge among African countries during the 

year are usually settled during the summit where the parties to the dispute 
meet, discuss things, and settle then. 


The president continues: We have always been one of the most active 
wembers in the Islamic summits. Following the suspension of our membership, 
our activity abated and differences exacerbated. We will now participate 
in the Islamic summit and of course we will carry out specific activities 
in the summit. We cooperate with our brothers in the Islamic countries 

and we do not claim that we are assuming a leading role. This is not the 
case. We are cooperating with our brothers to adopt a sound Islamic 

course within a sound Islamic framework to settle disputes among islamic 
countries. Gur contacts with this group of Arab countries never ceased. 








KULL AL-"ARAB: The decision to restore Egypt's membership in the ICO was 
made at the previous Islamic summit in Rabat with the majority of Islamic 
countries voting for such a move. We now read in the papers that Syria 
has submitted a request to the forthcoming Islamic summit in Kuwait to 
reject Egypt's presence at. the summit and objects to its participation in 
this summit? 


Prevwident Mubarak: We regret this. One month ago, Syria invited a 

large delegation from the Egyptian film industry. Syria accorded the 
members of the delegation a warm welcome during their stay in Syria and 
the Syrien radio suspended its well-known attacks against us during that 
time. I know President Hafiz al-Asad personally. I know him very well. 
I was surprised that Damascus radio resumed its attacks against us when 
it was announced that Egypt will attend the Islamic summit. What 
happened? Egypt is an Arab and Islamic state just like Syria. Must we 
exchange abuses if we differ on Arab issues? If every party which has 
differences with another party seeks to assassinate this party, then 
there will be no international relations and no solidarity and our Arab 
entity will be lost. Why is our érab and Islamic world weak and fragmented? 
Because of the differences and because personal factors are introduced 

in the dealings on an international level, and because one resorts to 
slander and accusations as if we do not belong to the modern world. They 
say that the Egyptian regime is a traitor. It has betrayed no one and it 
has not betrayed its people. 


[Mubarak continues] Our policy is clear. Our relations with the major 
powers which are also clear take into consideration the interests of our 
peoples and the world in which we live, whether the Arab, Asiatic, or 
Islamic world. So where is the treason? I do not want to accuse anyone 
of treason or echo the vile words uttered by certain people. If he doubts 
the legitimacy of our membership in the ICO then I regret to say that 

we can reveal many things and points which I do not want to mention now. 
But what can we do when such is the method pursued by Syria. 


I hope that when we attend the summit conference we will rise above such 
a level. And should Syria use vile words against Egypt in the presence 
of the Syrian president, Egypt will not reply in kind. After all, the 
Syrian president was my friend and I know him very well. Many were the 
differences which I settled between him and President al-Sadat. I was 
an intermediary between them, and the Syrian president knows this. With 
all due respect to Prergident Hafiz al-Asad, I never expected Sycia to 
pursue this line. Time passes on and erases change. We are in a new 
phase today. We must repudiate our differences and think of how to 
improve our peoples’ living conditions, rid ourselves of blackmail, and 
end the state of divisions which only benefits the enemies of the Arab 
nation. We must consider the nation's unity and prestige. 


KULL AL-'ARAB: Mr President, there are certain Arab, Islamic, and 
regional problems which concern Egypt in the Gulf Wer. Egypt has a role 
in this war. How do you view the dangers of this war, which is now in its 











7th year, and how do you assess the Egyptian role in the current 
development of this war which possesses serious dangers on the Arab 
and regional levels? 


President Mubarak: I want to warn that the Iraq-Iran war is very serious, 
and I believe that our brother Arab kings and presidents are aware of 

this seriousness. Egypt is against this war, because all it does is 

cause destruction and ruination, exhaust resources, and lower peoples’ 
living standards. Some people barely have food to eat, because the 
resources which were once used to achieve prosperity and better living, 

are now being utilized in acts of killing, destruction, and ruination. 
Therefore, we are against wars. Our stand alone to end this war is not 
enough, because our relations with Iran are not strong. Still, we continue 
to call for an end to this war and for sitting together and holding talks. 
The United States and Vietnam sat at one table in Paris and held talks. 

The continuous killing, bloodshed, exhaustion of resources, destruction 

of houses and economic installations, and reduction of living standards 

in the two countries is bound to reflect on the neighboring countries 

and the entire region. This is what we are warning against most. I hope 
that the Iranian rulers and the rulers in the entire Arab region will 
understand this. This war is not just between two countries. Its harmful 
effects and dangers are bound to reflect on all the countries of the region, 
and even beyond this region. I need not go any further. 


KULL AL-'ARAB: This war threatens the security of the Gulf, and Egypt is 
historically committed to defend the Arabs. This has been obvious under 
President Mubarak's administration. The security of the Gulf is part of 
the security of Egypt? 


President Mubarak: I would like to point out first that I do not want 

to call on the Gulf states to fight and to go to war. We must offer our 
good offices. Islamic states must mediate to stop the war between the 
two combatants. Our commitment to the Arab states exists and we will not 
withdraw from it. However, it will only be considered as a last resort. 
We must not reach that point. As an Islamic state, we do not want a 
conflagration between other Islamic states. We want to call for a peaceful 
solution to avoid the worst. If we as anu Arab state intervened with a 
military operation against Iran, we will find supporters, but Iran also 
will find supporters, which would mean further spread of war and this is 
very serious. Therefore, matters call for resort to wisdom. We must 
first exploit all peaceful means to end this war. 


Regarding the Collective Arab Defense Pact, when we signed the peace 
treaty with Israel the Arabs said that we would not honor this pact. I 
am sad because while our agreement with Israel has not affected our Arab 
and international obligations, certain Arab states which are members of 
the Arab League and which signed the defense pact are now disavowing this 
pact. I will not mention names, because I am going to the Islamic summit 
and I do not want to turn people against one another. I call for peace 
and also for settling differences and reaching solutions to these 
differences instead of resorting to wars, exhaustion of resources, and 
bloodshed. War is an ugly thing. 
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KULL AL'-ARAB: The United States has lost much of its credibility, 
especially with the moderate Arab states after the disclosures concerning 
the U.S.-Israeli arms shipments to Iran. What about the information 
circulated to the effect that during his recent tour of the region, Richard 
Murphy was carrying a new plan for resolving the Palestine question and 
that this plan was presented to the parties concerned? And are you 
optimistic about the possibility of the convocation of the international 
conference in the near future? 


President Mubarak: (He smiles) To be honest with you, I have not heard 
about this plan. (Then he wonders:) What plan? 


KULL AL-"ARAB: A plan aimed at activating efforts for resolving the 
Middle East conflict. | 


President Mubarak: I pray to the Almighty God that they do something to 
' activate peace efforts. The important thing is that this activation of 
the peace efforts be done in a manner that brings justice to the parties 
concerned. I will support any efforts designed to activate the peace 
process if this activation is aimed at bringing justice to the parties 
concerned. 


KULL AL-‘ARAB: Your Excellency has recently rejucted a U.S. offer on 
rescheduling Egypt's debts to the United States. What are the aspects 
of the problems you are now having with the Americans in this regard? 


President Mubarak: Someone must have made the mistake of signing and 
approving a 24 percent fixed interest rate while the interest rate at 
that time was 18 percent. Nowadays, the interest rate is 7 percent and 
they [the Americans] are insisting that we pay a 14 percent interest rate 
on our defense procurements. The arms deals are supposed to be political 
deals, but they treat us as if we were buying commercial commodities or 
foodstuffs. We are repaying all our civilian debts. But these high 
interest rates create economic problems for us. If I [Egypt] for example 
pay the amount of $600 or $800 million to service $4.5 billion loans 
from the state's revenues, I would be creating more economic problems. 

I asked them to reduce this interest rate. They responded by offering 
to reduce the interest rate on half of the debts and by asking me to make 
it up for them on the other half through granting them compound interest 
rates. Of course, I rejected the offer. (The president contemplates end 
wonders:) Do you [the United States] want to help me or butcher me? To 
be honest with you, the talks on this issue are still going on. 


KULL AL-‘'ARAB: Rumors are circulated to the effect that you are exerting 
a special effort to reconcile the positions of King Husayn with those of 
Yasir ‘Arafat. 


President Mubarak: Our relationship with King Husayn is very good. We 
always consult with each other on every issue related to the conflict 
[Middle East conflict]. We do not single-handedly adopt any initiative 











without prior consultation with the Jordanians, because I believe that 
bilateral consultations and our agreement on the course of action to 

be adopted are the only means to advince the peace process. If everybody 
takes his own way without coordinating with others, we will end up with 
nothing. We also maintain a relationship with Yasir ‘Arafat and the PLO. 
We are doing our best to find a method that can bring about a quick 
activation of the peace process. We are sincerely ami conscientiously 
exerting efforts to resolve the [Middle East] conflict. 


KULL AL-"ARAB: Some people are accusing Egypt of being hesitant to 
adopt the Pan-Arab stand. 


President Mubarak: (With emotion) These accusations reflect clownish 
conduct on the part of those who level such accusations against us. Egypt 
has not for a second been and will never be hesitant to adopt the Pan-Arab 
stand. We are not afraid of anybody and we are not vulnerable to 
intimidation. If they have the Camp David accords in mind, I have already 
said that these accords are two documents, one of which was carried out: 
We regained our land and exchanged ambassadors [with Israel]. If they 
are talking about the normalization of relations [with Israel], I want 
to tell them that we are not maintaining special relations with Israel 
and we also do not have a special interpretation of the phrase 
"normalization of relations’. We are dealing with Israel the way we 
deal with any other state in the world. There is also another way of 
looking at this issue. The thing is that our relationship with the 
Israelis makes things easier for us because it allows us to exchange 
opinions with them on the options available for resolving the conflict. 
And believe me, the conflict will not be resolved through messages carried 
by homing pigeons or through the efforts of a biased mediator. Negotiations 
will be held directly within the framework of the international umbrella 
which we have been asking for, because it is the best guarantee. U.S. 
negotiators sat and talked with Vietnamese counterparts. We also sat 
with the Israelis when we were negotiating the armistice agreement with 
them in 1949 in Rhodes. True, we did not sit with them at the same table. 
They were meeting on one floor while we were meeting on another; and the 
UN mediator obtained our signature and theirs on the agreement. Our 
brothers in Syria sat with them in Rhodes at the same table and signed 
the armistice agreement after spending 3 months insulting us. The French 
and the Algerians held talks with each other prior to the liberation of 
Algeria. Wars may stimulate and activate causes and conflicts but they 
do not settle then. 


KULL AL~-'ARAB: What about the Egyptian-Sudanese relations? Where have 
they reached right now? and what is the alternative to the integration 
agreements which were suspended with the agreement of both sides: Egypt 
and Sudan? 


President Mubarak: The Egyptian-Sudanese relations are eternal. They are 
not affected by the desires or opinions of a ruler here or there. There 
is kinship binding the two countries. I have here in Egypt about three or 








four million Sudanese living and working in Egypt. They neither have nor 
are requested to have work or residence permits or any other official 
papers or documents. The travel activities of my people between the north 
and south of the Nile valley have always been active and continuous. The 
good Egyptian-Sudanese relations have for time immemorial been one of the 
constants that cannot be undermined by anybody. Concerning the issue of 
integration, I want to say that the Legitimate Sudanese Government at 
that time demanded this integration and wanted it and not Egypt. And 

we do not deal with any forces other than the legitimate forces. 


(Mubarak continues] They came to Cairo and asked for the conclusion 
of an integration agreement. We agreed to this. Later, the Sudanese 
transiticnal government claimed that there was wasteful spending. 
Wasteful spending where? I told them: Your money is still with you 
and our money is still with us, and if there has been wasteful spending 
on your part this does not mean that the same applies to us. They 
cancelled integration. We welcomed this. They want to conclude a 
second integration agreement. We also welcomed this but this time, we 
will discuss the basis of this integration. They say that it will be a 
plan for brotherhood. Let us do what they want. We will always behave 
Like a big brother. Let them come and we will discuss things. If it 
is in the interest of the two people, then we will bless it. There are 
no problems. Sudan cannot live without Egypt and Egypt cannot give up 
Sudan. 


KULL AL-‘ARAB: Some 6 years after you assumed power in Egypt, can you 
say that the basic guidelines of your policy are different from those of 
your predecessors Presidents ‘Abd al-Nasir and Ansar al-Sadat? 


President Mubarak: Every one of them had his own method of ruling. 
President ‘Abd al-Nasir's era was completely different from that of 
President al-Sadat, and the current stage, that is my stage, also complerely 
differs from the past two stages. During President ‘Abd al-Nasir's era, 
there were changes in the system of government, there was the evacuation 
of the British forces, the nationalization of the Suez Canal, and the 1967 
setback. There was also the October war and the open-door policy. I came 
at a time when my basic duties are to raise the standard of living of the 
people, establish good relations with our neighbor countries, whether 
these countries are Islamic or Arab countries. This stage is more difficult 
than the past stages. I have spent 40 years in service, 40 years of 

hard labor. Those who are convicted usually get 25 years of hard labor. 

I got 40 years of service full of responsibilities. The truth is that I 
have suffered much. However, I have always followed what my conscience 
dictated. The circumstances in which I am now governing are different 
from those which prevailed during ‘Abd al-Nasir's era or al-Sadat's era. 
For example, I have to deal with an economic crisis whose effects had not 
been apparent before. The population has reached 50 million. I have to 
develop resources. Production must be increased. Investment and job 
opportunities must be created. The infrastructure must be rebuilt. The 
Cairo sewerage system, established in 1906, has had no repairs done to it 
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since that time. I am now forced to build a new system. In Cairo alone, 

a new system will cost us 2.5 billion pounds. There are also the 

telephone network, the railroads, and other utilities which need to be 
modernized. When I came to power, I found that the infrastructure was 
completely worn out and that I had to start from scratch. Power generation 
in 1982 used io be 18 billion kilowatts per hour. Nowadays it is 42 billion 
kilowatts per hour, that is an increase of 24 billion kilowatts per hour 
that was achieved during the 5-year plan. It will attain 45 billion 
kilowatts per hour on 30 June of next year. With respect to housing, 

we have built more houses during the 5-year plan that what was built 

during the past 20 years. Two persons could not speak on the telephone 
inside Cairo. Now you can contact any place in the world. We have also 
spent 9 billion pounds to develop industry. We established new cities. 

All this is taking place within the framework of freedom and democracy. 


— 





KULL AL-'ARAB: There is a general consensus that under you Egypt is 
living a real democratic experience. The question is how do you assess 
the party experience in Egypt, and life under the canopy of the plurality 
of parties. Will this experience as well as the freedom enjoyed by the 
opposition last? 


a 


President Mubarak: Conflicting opinions is a healthy manifestation. 
Instead of suppressing the opposition, we allow it to express its opinion. 
We tell the oppcsition: Say what you have to say to the people and by 
God, if there is anything good in what you say, we will discuss and adopt 
it. The people have the final say. I allow every citizen to express his 
opinion and the majority decides. The sound opinion is adopted and the 
wrong opinion will be rejected. If I find that the people do not accept 
an idea I put forth, I amend it so that they will accept it. I do not 
want to impose my opinion on others. Freedom of opinion is guaranteed 
for all. They sometimes criticize me. It is true that their criticism 
is ridiculous because it is based on false grounds. However, so long as 
I act in accordance with what my conscience dictates, I will fear no one 
or any criticism. The parties are Egyptian parties. The opposition is | 
an Egyptian opposition and we all have Egypt's interests at heart. If 
a party deviates from the people's consensus, the people will check it. 
Someone told me: What has been published is a criticiem of the president 

of the republic and that I must take measures against the person who wrote 
such criticism. I told him: The president of the republic has no right 

to take to account any person who criticizes him, but the people who 

chose the president of the republic should defend him so long as he proceeds 
on the sound course. If he does not proceed on this course, the people 
must ask him to step down. 








KULL AL-"ARAB: Will democracy continue? 


President Mubarak: It will continue. Do not be afraid when some paper 
writes unusual things. This is simple and part of peoples’ life. Let 

* the people breathe. Let them express themselves freely. Let them take | 
part in running their own affairs, life, and future. | 
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KULL AL-"ARAB: Some Arab regimes have granted some freedom to the opposition. 


But when the latter raised certain points against the government authorities 
it was struck. 


President Mubarak: Do not put me in an embarrassing position with any 
Arab state. Every Arab state has its own circumstances, bases, and 
methods. I respect all the Arab regimes. As president of Egypt, I 
extend my greetings to every Arab regime. Every Arab country has made 
its choice, and whether or not its people have accepted that choice is 
none of our business, because it is an iaternal affair. I would like to 
point out here that permitting the exercise of freedom and democracy calls 
for patience and restraint from the ruler. Freedom and democracy require 
restraint. Their fruits appear in the long term. There is no need for 
anxiety. 


Take for instance the subject of the mutiny by the central security soldiers. 
This subject was magnified, especially outside. Everyone thought that 

I would take extraordinary measures and undermine freedom and democracy. 

I did not do anything of che kind, as everybody found out later. Everyone 
was afraid of that mutiny. But when the situation calmed down and returned 
to normal, some people claimed heroism. 


President Mubarak pauses for a moment and then continues: When one views 
his country's affairs on a long term basis and from a free conscience, 
then he should not be afraid. All these matters do not cause fear. The 
people must take part in running their own affairs. They must know what 
is right and wrong. Let them express their opinion and judge matters for 
themselves. One says one thing about the government and the second says 
another thing and from this conflict of opinions, the right opinion 
emerges. We are working in accordance with the people's will. We cannot 
work against this will. 


KULL AL-‘ARAB: So to be precise, democracy will continue and the intention 
is to expand on it? | 


President Mubarak: Does anyone doubt that? I began something. So I 
either have the ability to continue with it or leave it and go. 


KULL AL-"ARAB: Regarding the establishment of a Nasirite party, is the 
government against the establishment of such a party? 


President Mubarak: The establishment of a Nasirite or non-Nasirite party 
is the people's concern. Their wish will be fulfilled. However, we are 
against certain things because we are going through a phase which does 

not vermit confusion. I do not want the country to get lost ina labyrinth. 


(The president remains silent for a moment then says:) My main concern is 


to see the country strong and increase its production. After that I do 
not care if there are 60 parties. That will not scare me. Everyone will 
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know then that if a single party does anything wrong, the people will 
be there to stop it. 


KULL AL-"ARAB: Egyptian-Soviet relations returned to normal under your 
administration. There are also reports that you will visit Moscow soon 
and that there has been improvement in the relations between Cairo and 

Moscow; is this true? 


President Mubarak: Yes, there has been an improvement in relations. 
There has also been trade exchange for a long time. (The president 
laughs and says:) If you are spreading rumors about my imminent visit 
to Moscow, then go ahead and spread whatever rumors you want. 


KULL AL-‘ARAB: A last question. How do you view Egypt's future? 


President Mubarak: More work and production is the big objective before 
my eyes. I have had hard luck. I inherited many old problems when I 
took over power. This is the shadow following me. I work from morning 
until I leave work to go to bed at night. I could use sedatives and 
leave these problems for my successor. But this is not the case. I ém 
working for my own children and your children--the future generations. 
We are working for their happiness so they would speak well of us after 
we had turned into sand. We will all go and only the people will remain. 


KULL AL-‘ARAB: Thank you Mr President. 
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EGYPTIAN INFORMATION HEAD INTERVIEWED ON SUMMIT 
PM140925 London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 7 Jan 87 p 11 


[Interview with Head of Egyptian General Information Authority Dr Mamduh 
al-Biltaji by ‘Abd al-Latif al-Minawi in Cairo; date not given] 


[Text] [Ai-Minawi] Arab-Egyptian contacts are flourishing these days. 
Should we expect the Islamic summit to produce positive results at the 
level of Egyptian-Arab relations? 


([Al-Biltaji] Egypt is committed to a principled national line and defends 
the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. it has not forfeited 
any Arab rights and always stresses the need for awareness of the grave 
dangers threatening the Arab world as a whole, whether from inside because 
of its divisions, or from outside, because of the continuation of the 
Iraq-Iran war and the threats it poses or the inability to reach a just 
solution of the Palestinian problem. Egypt will continue to call for 
Arab coordination. Our stand on the restoration of Egyptian-Arab 
diplomati< relations lies within this framework. We do not pressure 
anyone. .: the same time we would welcome the restoration of these 
relations, if this is agreeable to the other Arab states. The initiative 
must come from the Arab states that believe in Egypt's pan-Arab approach 
and call for Egypt's unconditional return. 


([Al-Minawi] Have preparations been made for meetings between President 
Husni Mubarak and Arab leaders on the periphery of the Islamic summit? 


[Al-Biltaji] Naturally, but the important thing is not the meeting as 
such but its specific results in favor of common destiny issues. 


[Al-Minawi] Why does Egypt not request international arbitration on 
the Dayr al-Sultan question, which is stili pending, as it did with Tabah? 


[Al-Biltajij I do not believe that these issuee should be constantly 
debated. Egypt does not forfeit its rights, but it uses diplomatic 
contacts to settle these disputes. 


ia 








[Al-Minawi| The issue of Egyptian prisoners in Iran is still unresolved 
despite repeated reports of agreements to secure their release, which has 
not taken place. The government is accused of not making enough efforts. 


[Al-Biltaji] The Egyptian Government considers any Egyptian, at home or 
abroad, its national responsibility. As for the issue of the Egyptian 
prisoners, I am not at liberty to announce details. I want to confirm 
that Egypt spares no effort in shouldering ite responsibility toward every 
Egyptian, at home and abroad. Efforts are being made to secure the 
release of those prisoners. 


[Al-Minawi] President Mubarak's visit to Europe was interpreted as part 
of a gamble on the European horse in the face of pressure from international 
monetary organizations and the United States. What is your reply? 


[Al-Biltaji] Practical experience has shown there is no reason to pressure 
Egypt. Egypt does not accept pressure from anyone. The IMF proposed 

some ideas during the negotiations, and there were also Egyptian ideas. 
Yes, there was disagreement--not in economic reform, as Egypt is already 
working on it--but because we see that economic development cannot be 
achieved except by measures considering the interests of the low-income 
classes. The negotiations between us and the IMF will shortly result in 
a positive outcome that will strengthen the Egyptian position and take 
into consideration social ai\i political requirements, which we defend. 

As for President Mubarak's European tour, it has confirmed the European 
leaderships'--especially the French leadership's--understanding and 
awareness of the importance of stability in Egypt, and of Egypt's positive 
role in the Middle East as a stabilizer and peace-making country. The 
European countries also sympathized with Egypt's position during 
negotiations with international monetary organizations. 


[Al-Minawi} It was reported one of the international monetary organizations 
requested control over the Suez Canal as a condition for providing a loan 
to Egypt. What was the Egyptian reply? 


([Al-Biltaji] This request was not made at all. The disagreement was on 
two points only: raising the interest rate, and the pound's exchange rate. 
The Fund certainly did not request the lifting of subsidies. 


{Al-Minawi] You speak of social «tability. How can this stability be 
achieved in a crushing economic crisis? 


[Al-Biltaji] Social stability can be achieved in this crisis. The 
sociopolitical dimension of development is a top priority for the Egyptian 
political leadership. A balance between economic reform considerations 
and the reform's social results is practically feasible and achievable 
through rationalization of government expenditure and subsidies, and rates 
of development chiefly based on increasing production and exports. 
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[Al-Minawi| There is now an attempt to get around the constitutional 
error made by the regime in the election law by passing a new law to 
overcome that error. Would it not be more appropriate to admit the 
error without these maneuvers? 


{[Al-Biltaji] Undoubtedly, it is a good initiative on the part of the 
majority party to present amendments to the election law in an attempt 

to create a better climate for political competitior, in Egypt. Regardless 
of all the debatable issues, what is important ‘s the main approach, 

which is the attempt to consolidate democratic practices. This positive 
approach must be encouraged. 


[Al-Minawi] Is the idea of dissolving the People's Assembly one of the 
solutions proposed to overcome this constitutional problem? 


[Al-Biltaji] So far as I know at present, this is not contemplated. 


[Al-Minawi| Some Arab and foreign papers and magazines are still 
complaining their publications are confiscated because of their explicit 
coverage of subjects handled by the opposition papers in Egypt. How 
would you explain this? 


|Al-Biltaji] No one would deny that there is a radical change in the 
general climate, liberties are guaranteed for foreign reporters, and 
publications freely enter Egypt. There is no political censorship and 
no reason to prevent entry of any paper. 





[Al-Minawi] So who is responsible for the confiscation and ban? 


([Al-Biltajij] The Information Authority does not play a role in censorship 

of the press in Egypt; that is the Press Supreme Council's responsibility. 

As for censorship of publications, it is the responsibility of the Information 
Ministry Undersecretariat. The measures laid down for censorship can be 
summed up by saying the publication should not include anything offensive 

to general ethics, violation of the law, or abuse, which is punishable by 

law. 


[Al-Minawi] The Egyptian national and opposition papers experienced an 
unhealthy phenomenon, namely the poor standard of language in the dialogue. 
How did you deal with this phenomenon? 


[Al-Biltaji] At one stage, there was a poor standard of language in the 
dialogue, but the picture has now changed. The tone of the dialogue has 
improved, which, I believe, is proof of the maturity of Egyptian political 
forces, majority and opposition. I believe that since 4 October 1981 Egypt 
has been dominated by a political freedom never existing before or after 
the 23 July revolution. Since that date, not a single edition of the 
opposition papers has been confiscated. The improvement in the standard 

of dialogue is a reflection of political maturity. 
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PAPER NOTES U.S. MOVES TO BOOST GULF PRESENCE 
PM231129 Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 15 Jan 87 p 1 


{Jalal ‘Abd al-Fattah Report: "United States Prepares To Face Gulf War 
Developments" | 


{Text} AL-WAFD has learned that the United States is holding secret 
military talks with some Middle Eastern states to secure the deployment 
of the RDF and the fighter planes accompanying it if the military situation 
in the region explodes. The talks covered the possibility of deploying 
6 U.S. airborne divisions totaling 110,000 men along with 600 fighter 
planes within 48 hours of orders being issued. Most of theve forces are 
now in Western Europe with the U.S. mobile Delta Force. .U.S. Naval Forces 
Commander Admiral John (Norsist) is discussing this subj‘ct during his 
current visit to Cairo. Dov Zakheim, U.S. assistant under secretary of 
defense, also discussed the deplcyment of U.S. forces during his visit to 
other countries in the region last week. Gereral George Crist, commander 
of the U.S. Central Command, formerly of the RDF, visited Egypt and some 
states in the region at the end of last November to discuss the same 
subject. The United States is at present officially and openly storing 
arms, supplies, and provisions for these forces in Israel at a cost of 
$75 million per year. It also declared in mid-November that it stores 
similar quantities of supplies in one of the Gulf states. Last Friday, 
the U.S. nuclear-powered aircraft carrier "Nimitz" arrived in the Straits 
of Gibraltar in the Mediterranean escorted by 8 destroyers. This force 
will join the U.S. 6th Fleet in the region, which currently consists of 
31 destroyers and warships, 12 submarines, and the aircraft carrier 
“John F. Kennedy," which is at present in the eastern Mediterranean off 
the Lebanese coast. The U.S. command suddenly decided to reinforce its 
military, naval, and air capabilities in the Middle East. Orders were 
issued to the aircreft carrier "Nimitz" to head immediately for the region 
on New Year's Eve together with its escorting destroyers. It sailed 
from the base in Norfolk, Virginia, last Wednesday evening. Several 
squadruns of F-16 fighter bombers have also arrived at the U.S. Incirlik 
airbase in southeast Turkey, near the Syrian border. It has been decided 
that the U.S. aircraft carrier "John F. Kennedy," accompanied by some | 
destroyers, will pass through the Suez Canal within the next few days 
heading south on its way to the Arabian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz. 
These U.S. military maneuvers are taking place after the fierce battles 


17 








at the end of last month between the Iraqi and Iranian forces along 
Shatt al-‘Arab, the escalation of fighting in Lebanon, and the Syrian 
cemcentrations in al-Bigqa in Lebanon :2d the occupied Golan Heights. The 
U.S. leadership decided last September to reduce its naval and air 
presence because the situation in the region was becoming calmer. It 

has now reinforced them again. 
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_ AL-AHRAM HITS SYRIAN POLICY TOWARD EGYPT 
JM181426 Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 16 Jan 87 pp 1, 3 


{"Quietly" column by Editor in Chief Ibrahim Nafi': "Syrian Attacks: 
Egypt's Patience is Wearing Thin") 


{Text} At a time when the eyes of the Muslim world are turned to the 
summit scheduled to be held in Kuwait and the hopes of Muslim peoples are 
set on the summit's success in putting an end to the shedding of blood 
that is flowing like a river in the Gulf war, Lebanon, Afghanistan, and 
Chad, and at a time when Muslims are hoping that their leaders will 
succeed in solving some of their basic problems such as Jerusalem and the 
occupied territory in Palestine and the protection of human rights in 
Muslim countries from the tyranny of certain regimes, the unification of 
their ranks and the Muslim peoples, cooperation in developing their various 
countries, and the integration of their economic and cultural affairs, at 
such a critical time Syria has asked the Islamic summit in Kuwait to 
include on its agenda a very important topic whose discussion will end 

the shedding cf Muslim blood in the Gulf, solve all the problems facing 
the Muslim world, and protect human rights in all Muslim countries; 

mamely "the illegality” of Egypt's readmission to the Islamic Conference 


Organization (ICO). 


It is truly sad that one should be compelled to discuss such a ridiculous 
issue or to have to defend the ICO decision to rescind its suspension of 
Egypt's mexbership, or to have to recall Egypt's record in defending the 
Muslim world against two historic campaigns because if Egypt had not 
confronted these two campaigns, the entire Muslim world would have been 
dismembered and would have fallen into oblivion long ago. These two 
campaigns are the Crusades and the Tartar invasions. We do not have to 
go far back in history to enumerate the results of Egypt's leadership of 
the Muslim world and defense of its values, or the efforts made by Egypt 
in defending Muslim peoples and supporting the independence of Muslim 
countries in modern times. However, we wili overlook all of this and 
attempt to analyze the foolish Syrian behavior toward Egypt. 





In my view such behavior reveals that Syria's anti-Egyptian policy, which 
to constitute a basic flaw in the Syrian regime's policy during 
of Hafiz al-Asad, is continuing. Such a policy has been expressed 
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in numerous anti-Egyptian stands in committees at the United Nations 

and the Nonaligned Summit. Despite the ignonimous failure suffered by 

the Syrian delegate at such forums, it has become part of Syria's 
diplomatic folklore for the Syrian delegate at any international convention 
or conference to call for the condemnation of Egypt or its suspension 

from the conference. Whereas, had it not been for Egypt sacrificing its 
plans and the development of its attack on the Sinai front in 1973, 
Damascus would have fallen to the Israelis and there would have been no 
Syrian delegate attending periodic conferences and spouting slogans 

against Egypt. 


Egypt which suffered the June 1967 defeat because it believed Syria was 
being threatened by Israel; Egypt which has throughout the past 30 years 
viewed its strategic security as indivisible from Syria's security and 
which declares a general mobilization whenever Syria's northern or southern 
borders are threatened; the Egypt of the Al-Azhar, of the mosques, minarets, 
and universities where the Syrians received their education is the same 
Egypt whose suspension from the ICO is being demanded by the Hafiz 

al-Asad regime in Syria, despite the fact that Egypt's membership in the 
ICO has been settled and is not open to discussion again now that the 
previous ICO summit resolved to rescind the suspension of Egypt's 
membership. 


Why then are the Syrians doing this? Why are they so obsessed by their 
hatred of Egypt? Why do they devote special programs on their radios to 
pouring every obscenity in the world on Egypt? 


It is clear that the Syrian regime is constantly disturbed by Egypt's 
participation in any Arab gathering and always wants Egypt to be absent 
because it dreams of leading the Islamic or Arab group at such gatherings. 


It is also clear that the Egyptian presence disturbs Syria from another 
angle; namely, Egypt's ability to confront the Syrian regime's practices 
of hegemony, subversion, and anti-Arabism against the Syrian people 
themselves and against the Palestinians and the Lebanese. The Islamic 
world's recognition of the soundness of Egypt's policies and its refusal 
to suspend Egypt's [ICO] membership arouse the rancor and anxiety of the 
Syrian regime--I do not know why. 


' Is it because Egypt and other Islamic peoples call on some political systems 
to safeguard human rights in their countries? Or is it because Egypt does 
not pounce its cities with aircraft and artillery as Syria did Hamah and 
Hims? Is it because Egypt does not commit massacres against the Palestinians 
as the Syrians did in the Tal al-za'tar massacre, which is not lesser in 
ugliness than the Sabra and Shatila massacres? Or is it because Egypt 

does not try to impose its hegemony by force, aircraft, and missiles against 
the Lebanese people and support all factions against all factions at 

various stages as the Hafiz al-Asad regime is doing in Syria? 











Why does Egypt's presence in any international forum annoy the Syrian 
regime? Is it because this reminds the Syrian regime of the presence 
of an old ghost called political democracy, the plurality of parties, 
and freedom which permits the Egyptian opposition leaders to travel to 
Damascus and meet with Hafiz al-Asad, while Syria strangles any opposing 
voice and blows up, literally and metaphorically, any writer opposing 
its regime, throws anyone in prison who does not support and bless it, 
and erases entire cities because they rose against the tyranny of the 
Hafiz al-Asad regime and the ‘Alawite minority which rules Syria with 
repression and an iron fist? 


Or is it because this reminds Syria that Egypt is not engaged in international 
terrorism and does not send explosive gifts to the opposition abroad or 
secure, normal people as Syria is doing? Syria hac harmed the image and 
credibility of the Arab and Islamic world in general. 


Syria has known that Egypt's patience over the Syrian regime's practices 
against it has run out and that Egypt will submit to the Islamic conference 
in Kuwait a request for adding a new article on ite agenda for discussing 
Syria's violation of the Islamic charters and solidarity as well as the 
charters of human rights on the Arab, Islamic, and international levels. 


It has also known that Egypt will not remain silent for long toward this 
Syrian tampering ard that Egypt's account with the Hafiz al-Asad regime 

will be comprehensive if it insists on its aggressive policy against 

Egypt. Egypt has substantial evidence on the contents of the shameful 
Syrian file with regard to the secret contacts between Syria and Israel, 

the facilities Syrian provided for Israel in the U.S. arms deal with Iran, 
the secret agreements between Syria and Israel against the Palestinian 
presence in Lebanon and against the PLO, and many other dangerous practices 
which do not honor the Syrian regime or justify its envoys’ presumptuous 
speeches about Egypt's membership, or Egypt's Arabism, or Egypt's Islamicisn. 


There is much to be said and we are becoming impatient. If slander and 
lies continue, we will expose facts before the Islamic and Arab world in 
order to know which of us is nobler in aims and which of us is more sincere 
in defending the Arab and Islamic rights. The future will tell. 


/12858 
CSO: 4500/59 


21 











AL-AKHBAR ON SYRIA'S ‘ANTI-MUSLIM MASSACRES' 
JN231044 Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 21 Jan 87 p 7 
("Without Problems" column by Ahmad Zayn/] 


[Text] I don't know in which guise the Syrian Ba'thists will go to the 
upcoming Islamic summit in Kuwait. Syrian Ba'thists have a thousand 
faces. They deal with Arabs with one face, with Israel with another, 
with the Soviet Union with yet another, with Gulf countries with another 
face, and with Lebanon with a hundred faces. One wonders which face the 
Syrian Ba'thists will wear at the Islamic summit. 


The Syrian Ba'thists hold the record for anti-Muslim massacres in Syria, 
Lebanon, and elsewhere. Wil! the Syrian Ba'thists go to the Islamic 
summit wearing the face they wore when they shelled the Muslims of Hamah, 
after having surrounded them, and left their corpses to rot under the 
rubble? Can the Syrian Ba'thists dissociate themselves from the massacres 
committed against the Muslims of Hamah? How on earth could they so 
mercilessly annihilate thousands of unarmed civilian women, children, 

and old people? It is a horrific massacre still engraved in the memory 


of many people. 


Will the Syrian Ba'thists at the Islamic summit urge the case for 
shedding Muslim blood and mercilessly killing them? Or will the Syrian 
Ba'thists state their case for the infamous Tripoli massacre of several 
months ago, when thousands of Sunni Muslims were slaughtered as Syrian 
Army tanks and armor stormed the city, engaging in indiscriminate killings 
and the merciless destruction of Sunni Muslim neighborhoods? And there 

is the massacre of Palestinians in their camps, toward which Syrian 
Ba‘'thists gave money and arms and in which they actually took part. 


Will the Syrian Ba'thists tell the Kuwait Islamic summit they have been 
negotiating with Israel clandestinely at the expense and behind the back 
of the Palestinian Muslims and that they have agreed with Israel on 
partitioning Lebanon and struck a good many secret deals with Israel? 


We just don't know which face the Syrian Ba'thists will wear at the 
Islamic summit when their hands are dripping with Muslim blood even 
in Somalia; where along with Libya the Ba'thists helped Ethiopia annihilate 
Muslims. 


22 








Will the Syrian Ba'thists go to the Islamic summit as hypocrites stabbing 
Muslims with one hand and raising an Islamic banner in the other? Will 
they tell their fellow Muslims that Ba'th Party members are under orders 
to molest any girl seen wearing a veil on public transportation? What are 
the values the Ba'thists will uphold at the Islamic summit, having trampled 
all Islamic values? How we would like the Syrian Ba'th Party to uncover 
the face it will be wearing at the Islamic summit. Syria's very membership 
in the conference is a stab at the goals and lives of Muslims. 
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EGYPT'S ‘ABD AL~MAJID ON FOREIGN POLICY, ARAB RELATIONS 
JN161138 Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 13 Jan 87 p 18 


[Interview with Dr ‘Iamat ‘Abd al-majid, Egyptian deputy prime minister 
and foreign minister, by correspondent Muhammad Mustafa in Cairo--date 
not given] 


[Excerpts] [Mustafa] Can you outline for us Egyptian policy trends 
prior to the Islamic summit in Kuwait? 


[‘Abd al-majid] Egyptian policy is clear, upholds justice, and is based 
on action to attain peace, stability, and development not only for Egypt 
but also for the entire region. Egypt also remains committed to its 
Arab and Islamic responsibilities and obligations. We sincerely call 
for closing ranks and for uniting to make the Islamic summit a success. 
This summit will convene in a fraternal country which is dear to our 
hearts and takes place amid grave circumstances and challenges that our 
Arab and Islamic nation is experiencing. Egypt is eager to participate 
effc ctively in the summit so resolutions will be adopted which will 
support the Palestinian cause and end the current fighting in Lebanon 

as well as the Iraqi-Iranian war. [Passage omitted on Mubarak's European 
tour and Arab solidarity] 


([Mustafaj Egyptian diplomats consider the Jordanian-Palestinian agreement 
the best foundation for any move. How do you view this agreement following 


what has taken place regarding Jordanian-Palestinian relations and is 
there any alternative to it? 


[‘Abd al-majid] We still consider the Jordanian-Palestinian agreement 
an important factor and a vital cornerstone in the settlement of the 
Palestinian cause. Our contacts with the PLO and Jordan continue to take 


place at the highest level to enhance the chances of dialogue and coordina- 


tion between them and to formulate concepts which would help in moving 
toward an international conference. I can say here that we feel the two 
parties have expressed a readiness in this respect. [Passage omitted on 
Arab differences, Lebanese crisis, Gulf War] 


[Mustafa} What about the contacts between Egypt and Iran on the release 
of Egyptian prisoners? 
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[‘Abd al-majid] Unfortunately, we have not reached any satisfactory 
results up to now. The question of Egyptian prisoners is a topic of 
utmost importance to both the Egyptian Government and people. We exerted 
many initiatives through the UN secretary general and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to obtain their release. However, the Iranian 
authorities refuse to respond to these initiatives or even to provide us 
with details about the prisoners. They consider them mercenaries. We 
are pursuing our efforts and we hope Iran will reassess its stand which 
is not in line with the teachings of Islam and violates international 
conventions and laws. 


(Mustafaj Egyptian-Sudanese relations are an enigma which must be 
explained. They tend to improve and then to deteriorate. How do you 
explain this? 


["Abd al-majidj I do not agree with you on this definition of 
Egyptian-Sudanese relations. All those who know the truth of these 
relations know they are established on historical bases and on firm and 
solid objective factors. They have their special traits and transcend 
transient considerations. The fraternal ties between the two peoples 
are strong and fateful and are considered a unique model unparalleled by 
any of the familiar formulas of cooperation among people. I would like 
to reassure you that Egyptian-Sudanese relations are constantly progressing 
in all fields to achieve the two people's interests and fulfill their 
aspirations. The many visits between officials of both countries on all 
levels are an embodiment of this fact. 


[Mustafa] I would like to ask Dr ‘Iemat ‘Abd al-majid, Egyptian deputy 
prime minister and foreign minister, about reports that Sudan recently 
exerted efforts to approximate viewpoints between Egypt and Libya. 


["Abd al-majid] This issue has not been raised between us and our 
Sudanese brothers. I would like to say that we have no problems with 
the fraternal Libyan people. 


[Mustafa] Egyptian relations with Saudi Arabia and some Arab countries 
have recently thawed, as demonstrated by the cordial statements exchanged 
or the exchange of delegations’ visits. Do you see any specific signifi- 
cance in this? 


["Abd al-majid| Of course, we welcome this thawing. It is a natural 
thing. Relations between us and Saudi Arabia are solid. We appreciate 

the Saudi leadership and people and harbor feelings of amity toward them. 
We wish them all well. We also encourage all that would enrich this 
relationship and benefit our people and the Arab and Islamic nation. We 
are convinced that Egypt's strength stems from the Arabs and their strength 
stems from Egypt I am sure the Arabs have become aware of this fact and 

of the Egyptian stand and its support for Arab causes, particularly the 
Palestinian cause. 
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(Mustafa) With the resumption of normal Egyptian-USSR relations, how 
can a balance be attained in Egypt's relations with the two superpowers 
in light of maintaining strong relations with the United States? 


["Abd al-majid] I would like to emphasize that Egyptian policy completely 
abides by principles of nonalignment and seeks to achieve balance in 
relations with all international blocs and forces. In our dealings, we 
have as a goal the interests of Egypt and its people. We also seek 
friendship and cooperation with all countries without condition, except 
that of noninterference in our domestic affairs and of not harming our 
sovereignty and free decisionmaking. 


As everyone knows, our relations with the USSR experienced some circum- 
stances in the past which had their impact on the progress of these 
relations. However, these relations are progressing satisfactorily, 
particularly since the USSR has come to understand the considerations 
which dictate Egyptian policy. [Passage omitted on Egyptians working 
abroad] 
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ABU GHAZALAH LINKS SECURITY TO GULF STABILITY 
NC190739 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 0500 GM 19 Jan 87. 


(Text) Field Marshal Muhammad ‘Abd al-Halim Abu Ghazalah, deputy prime 
minister and minister of defense and war production, has affirmed that 
Egypt's military policy seeks to preserve Egypt's independence, territorial 
integrity, and national interests, as well ae to promote the Armed Forces 
and increase the standard of their performance. It also puts emphasis 

on Egypt's role within the Arab, Islamic, and African arenas. 


In a statement delivered to the Consultative Council's Committee on Arab 
Affairs, Foreign Relations, and National Security yesterday evening, 

Abu Ghazalah said that the Armed Forces are working to diversify their 
weapon sources and are cooperating with other state organizations to push 
the wheel of economic development forward. He stressed the need to 
establish a unified strategy to protect Arab countries from the dangers 
which confront then. 


Abu Ghazalah noted that the security and stability of the Gulf region 
affects Egypt's own security. Gulf security, is considered a vital 
factor for the entire world, he emphasized, particularly in view of the 
fact that Aral oil represents a primary source of energy. He declared 
that the Armeci Forces have succeeded in locally manufacturing most of 
their weapons, ammunition, military equipment, training aircraft, 
fighters, and antiaircraft missiles. He reported that work is currently 
underway to produce the first Egyptian tank. 
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MUBARAK ADDRESSES NDP ARTISANS' CONFERENCE 
NC221609 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 1247 GMT 22 Jan 87 
[From “The World on the Air" program] 


{[Text] President Muhammad Husni Mubarak today opened a conference on 
artisans and development of the Egyptian village, a symposium organized 
by the NDP artisans secretariat and moderated by NDP Secretary General 
Dr Yusuf Wali. 


Delivering the opening speech, President Mubarak expressed pleasure at 
having the opportunity to meet with the tradespeople and professionals 
who are responsible for the future of the country. The government alone 
cannot assume the task of future development, he said. The specialized 
knowledge of professionals, Mubarak added, enables them to plan a better 
future for Egypt. 


Self-reliance, particularly by those of means, Mubarak said, is needed 
in order for schools, houses, and hospitals to be built. Those who are 
well-off should contribute according to their means in boosting 
development plans. 


President Mubarak also discussed domestic and foreign issues. Concerning 
the domestic situation, he said: We have no choice but to face the 
economic crisis, a task calling for massive efforts. The state is sparing 
no effort to overcome this crisis. We are not the only country to face 
economic troubles, Mubarak said, and with enough determination we will 
overcome the crisis. 


Following the opening session of the conference, Information Minister 
Safwat al-Sharif noted highlights of the president's speech: 


[Begin al-Sharif recording} President Mubarak pointed out the need for 
stability. He noted abuses made possible by the country's present climate 
of democracy and freedom, with some parties exploiting ordinary incidents 
through exaggeration and misrepresentation. 


The president said decisions in this country are made with honesty, 
conscientiousness, reason, and respect for the law. There is no interference 
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[by the government] in the judiciary, he said, calling on those who 
misrepresent facts to be honest with God and seek truth rather than 
notoriety. We are all sons of the same country, Mubarak said, and should 
all work for the benefit of this country, in keeping with its values and 
civilization. 


The president then turned to the issue of the Gulf War, reviewed its 
developments, and noted Iraq's ability to hold its own at this critical 
stage of the fighting. Mubarak asserted the whole world, particularly 
Arabs and Muslims, must strive to stop the fighting between two Islamic 
mations and to staunch the bloodshed. 


Concerning the ICO summit, President Mubarak confirmed Egypt will attend 
the summit and will stand beside other Arab countries to bring about 
stability in the region, a development which worries those who have 
benefited from Egypt's isolation. The president cited the threats made 
in this respect aimed at intimidating Egypt and undermining the summit. 
Those who made threats, the president said, thought they could dissuade 
Egypt from attending the summit. Despite these threats, Mubarak added, 
I announced Egypt is determined to attend the ICO summit in Kuwait 

and I will represent Egypt at this conference. 


President Mubarak hailed Kuwait for its efforts to make the ICO summit 

@ success. He also praised Saudi Arabia, Jordan, the Arab Gulf countries, 
and other Arab countries for their determination to see the conference 
held successfully. The president lauded the stands of other Asian and 
African Muslim countries who have denounced all attempts to derail the 
conference by distorting its goals. I will attend the conference, the 
president said, adding Egypt is a country of clear policy. Egypt firmly 
endorses Islamic causes and supports Arab brothers, and we will not 
tolerate any slander of our country, Mubarak said. The president expressed 
hope those who consider the ICO summit a suitable arena for fighting will 
come to their senses and understand Egypt believes in confrontation 

based on facts. 


Commenting on the Palestinian issue, President Mubarak said 1986 was a 
year of wasted chances in terms of that problem. The president called 
for a unified Arab stand and unified Palestinian decisionmaking, so 
consolidated efforts to resolve the Palestinian issue can progress. The 
president said the Arabs will be unable to resolve their problems until 
they know how to agree and disagree. |end recording] 
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AL~SH'AB REACTS TO NAFI' ARTICLE ON MILITARY DEBTS 
PM201615 Cairo AL~SH'AB in Arabic 13 Jan 87 p 5 
[Majdi Ahmad Husayn article: "Egypt: A U.S. Corporation"] 


[Text] In his recent article [AL-AHRAM Chief Editor] Ibrahim Nafi' 
discussed the problem of U.S. military debts and how Egypt ie called 

upon to repay $10 billion in return for $4.5 billion without (a point 

that was not mentioned in Ibrahim Nafi's article) having armed the Egyptian 
Army satisfactorily and effectively. The writer concludes by calling 

upon the United States to treat Egypt as if it were a U.S. corporation. 
When U.S. corporations have difficulties in repaying their debts they 
obtain a loan at a lower rate of interest in order to repay their debts 
and then repay the new easy-term loan. 


Thus we have forgotten the fundamentals of addressing foreign powers to 
the extent that we compare Egypt to a U.S. corporation and yet do not 
regard this as begging and groveling. We talk to the Americans as if we 
were their subjects and under their sovereignty. 


In fact newspaper articles will not convince the United States to change 
its attitude, just as developing contacts with some European powers 
will not change the attitude of the United States, which will not allow 
the old colonial powers to interfere in its "absolute" sovereignty in 
the Middle East. What is weakening our stand vis-a-vis foreign powers 
and turning our independence into a mere flag and an anthem is the 
exclusion [from power] of all the forces of steadfastness and independence. 
The prolonged and tedious problems with the IMF at one time and with the 
U.S. military debts at another--which invariably bore those who follow 
them up--will end only with compromises that will not be in our interest 
because the Egyptian people are absent and kept ignorant of their 
implications. Indeed, such crises are presented to them as some kind 

of a disagreement with a friend, despite the fact that the term "friend" 
should not apply to the United States in its relationship with Egypt and 
the Middle East in particular. 


Let the crisis of military debts be an opportunity for the state strategic 
planners (if such exist) to consider abandoning the United States as a 
major source of arms, because it cannot be so to a state bordering Israel, 
especially as Egypt is the biggest power that can confront Israel in the 
future. 


30 














Let this be an opportunity to look for other arms sources in the East 
and the West. The most important thing is to revive the Arab military 
industrialization program, which was hit by Camp David and the resultant 
isolation of Egypt from its natural Arab world. In the meantime the 
United States is adopting a clear stand against any serious military 
industrialization in Egypt. 


We do not lack the will for independence and the will to fight, for the 
will to fight creates many battles and wars and ends many problems and 
hardships resnlting from foreign domination. As the Arab proverb says: 
"Seek death, and you will be given life." 
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number is in the thousands and they have waited longer than they should. 
is nothing more painful than humiliation. Every young person waiting 
for the work force paper is a mine waiting to explode, if the wait is too 
long. Indeed, some have actually exploded. 


This issue cannot stand any more waiting and if we have ot heard of an 
outstanding action the new government has undertaken, let this be where it 
begins. 


Thousands of homes are shrouded with sadness, so bring joy to them and give 
them hope. 
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PUBLIC SECTOR REFORMS PROPOSED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabic 16 Jan 87 p 5 


{article by Ayman Mustafa: “Recommendations of Public Sector Development . 
Conference. Focus on Basic and Strategic Industries to Achieve Industrial 
Integration" ] 


[Text] The public sector development conference, at the conclusion of its 
meetings yesterday evening, recommended that the administrative authority of 
the public sector be independent of the state apparatus and be liberated from 
the form of owership whereby units can operate on an economic basis while 
bound to the state's economic policy and development plans. The conference 
asked that the concept of state ownership or community owmership be developed 
to allow for direct owmership and the ability to offer public sector shares to 
citizens with a 49 percent ceiling and the state retaining a siniaw 51 
percent. It also asked that this sector's scope of work and activity be 
defined whereby its investments in the coming stage would concentrate on basic 
and strategic industries and the vertical development of production capacities 
in a way that achieves further integration in industrial operations. 


The final session was chaired by Dr Samir Tubar, chairman of the economic and 
fiscal affairs committee of the National Party--the committee that organized 
the conference-- and was attended by the ministers of economy, finance and 
administrative development. The four sub-committee chairmen announced their 
recommendations which were unanisously ratified by the mgembers and corporate 
presidents of the public sector who participated in the session. 


The recommendations included: 


-- Development of the public sector administration under the chairmanship of 
Dr Sabri al-Shibrawi. The committee recommended that corporate boards be 
composed of outstanding experts with the same thing going for the general 
assemblies that oversee the boards. It recommended against turning to the 
many and varied oversight agencies, the relaxation of restrictions and 
administrative bylaws while reinforcing management with absolute power in 
reward and punishment and the conversion of public sector agencies into 


holding companies. é 
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Investaent and financing under the chairmanship of Dr Muhyi-al-Din al- 
b. The committee recommended that the role of the National Investment 
be developed to monitor the implementation of investment projects and 
t projects start out with a sound financing structure with regard to 
ital and loans and that the existing financing structures be handled 
bugh an increase in capital. In this area, it may be desirable to allow 


in certain public sector units to own a percentage of the capital. 





under the chairmanship of Dr Ahmad al-Safti. The 
to separate economic prices and social prices 


g 
sf 


580 products and that subsidy, if need be, be 
distribution phases with a view to achieving a 
margin of profit for economic units without causing capital 
It recommended that specific criteria be created for costs so that 
consumer will not bear additional price burdens generated by low 





and accounting systems. The committee recommended a unifed tax 
the public and private sectors and urged public sector corporations 
the exemptions allowed under the law pertaining to the exploitation 
self-financing sources in buying new fixed assets and for the sake 
with the high loan-to-capital ration and ownership rights 
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EGYPT 


NORTH AMERICAN EDITION OF AL-AHR&AM 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabic 18 Jan 87 p 1 
[Editorial: “"AL-AHRAM in America Tomorrow") 


(Text] For 110 years, AL-AHRAM has been an innovator in its indefatigable 
steps, struggling to keep its readers’ trust, breaking into all that is new in 
the world of journalism and printing and leading the march of development in 
Egypt and the entire Arab world while beaming a civilization deeply rooted 
in history and towering over a brilliant future. 


And because it has preserved its rejuvenating ideological, political and 
journalistic heritage throughout 110 years, it was not strange that it should 
occupy the top and distinguished positions as the largest Arab newspaper in 
circulation, impact and influence. Neither was it strange that it should be 
Classified as one of the strongest and most effective top ten newspapers in 
the world and the informed source of information that carries reliable news 
and holds unshakeable views. 


Tomorrow, AL-AHRAM embarks on a new phase of self-development and rejuvenated 
format and content, breaking into new arenas of distribution, arenas of 
challenge at the same time, when for the first time it will be printed in New 
York every evening to get to its Egyptian and Arab readers in the United 
States and Canada early next morning, exactly like any other American or 
Canadian newspaper. 


To be sure, AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI, in its London and New York edition, from now 
on will carry a different format and a highly diversified content. The 
readers will find it different from the daily edition issue in Cairo in such 
of its subject matter, with the aim of meeting different needs and facing the 
varied concerns of citizens living in more developed countries and enjoying an 
abundant flow of information. 


A few years ago this was a fancy or a daydrean. However, the technological 
revolution in printing and communications that took off like a giant in the 
last decade put at the disposal of journalism worldwide things that made the 
dream come true and turned fancy into reality. 
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AL-AHRAM, as its its habit of breaking into anything that is new and 
possessing state-of-the-art technological innovations, accepted the challenge 
right away and hastened to modernize its printers, equipment and communication 
equipment. It also hastened, in accordance with its deep-rooted professional 
tradition, to train its employees and editors in the modern equipment. 


Two years and a few months ago, on 18 June 1986 to be specific, AL-AHRAM put 
out its first international edition which is transmitted via satellite from 
its towering building in Cairo to London. 


AL-AHRAM's management had planned for high costs, heavy burdens, difficult 
challenges and stiff competition. But, as the saying goes, success induces 
more success. The readers’ interest and trust in AL-AHRAM grew when they 
found their favorite newspaper between their hands with every sunrise, 
carrying to them, away from home, Egypt's fragrance, creative thinking and 
enterprising spirit, just as it carries to them the heartthrob of their 
homeland through reliable news, unshakeable views ans serious free dialogue 
and reflects the glow of democracy Egypt is experiencing today, as it 
reflects, with the same intensity, the difficult challenges of growth and 
construction. 


The journalistic success and economic balance of the European edition lured 
AL~AHRAM into starting the American edition which will come out in New York 
tomorrow, in an effort to round out its national mission, on the Egyptian and 
Arab level, and firmly establish the principles to which it has committed 
itself. 


For the last 6 months, AL-AHRAM editorial, administrative, advertising and 
distribution departments devoted themselves to the careful study of the new 
step, subjecting details to discussion, trial and dialogue and drawing on the 
experience of the European edition published in London. They worked hard to 
avoid the negative aspects so that AL-AHRAM may reach its readers outside 
Egypt just the way they want it. 


The Third Step? 


Yes, there is a third step undergoing careful study as the second step did. 
It has made great headway toward maturity. AL-AHRAM is preparing to put out 
its Arabic edition, following its international edition, from London and New 
York. This may require several months for the study to be completed, for 
preparations to mature and for budgets to be appropriated. We are an 
institution that relies on itself and on self-financing alone, as it relies on 
its trained cadres alone. 


What is certain is that we have pledged to AL-AHRAM readers to surmount all 
difficulties to get to them and to gain their trust, out of our pride in an 
innovative newspaper over 110 years old which is still young, growing, 
ambitious and enterprising. 


This is AL-AHRAM's pledge before you, and AL-AHRAM is always there to fulfill 
your needs. 
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U.S. MILK BLAMED IN POISONING CASES--Wahid al-Shaykh, chief prosecutor 

in Ihnasya, has ordered the seizure of large quantities of USAID milk 

in the town's children's center as part of the investigation into the 
poisoning of 19 children after drinking some of this milk; the children 
have been hospitalized for treatment. In another development the Bani 
Suwayf Health Directorate has ordered the suspension of distribution of 

this milk. Using bullhorns touring the neighboring villages, it also asked 
people not to give the milk they received to their children. In the town 
of Bani Suwayf Dr Muhammad Jallal, director of the general hospital, said 
that nine other cases of poisoning have occurred in the town. The sick 
children have been treated and saved, but he was not sure whether their 
sickness was due to drinking the American milk. However, all the parents of 
the sick children assured AL-SH'AB that their children had drunk only this 
kind of milk. Other poisoning cases caused by this milk also occurred in 
Bibba, according to certain citizens. It may be recalled that similar cases 
of poisoning occurred in 1984, but the Ministry of Health took no measures 
to deal with the situation. [Rabi' Shahin report: “USAID Milk Poisons 

28 Children in Bani Suwayf"] [Text] [Cairo AL-SH'AB in Arabic 13 Jan 87 

p 1PM) /12858 


DELEGATION VISITS ALGERIA--Cairo, 14 January (MENA)--Chairman of the Oil 
Trade Union Anwar ‘Ashmawi left here this afternoon for Algiers leading a 
delegation for a week-long visit at the invitation of the Algerian Trade 
Union for talks on means of bolstering bilateral relations and coordination 
in fields of mutual interest. This is the first visit by an Egyptian oil 
union to Algeria since 1977. [Text] [Cairo MENA in English 1827 GMT 

14 Jan 87 NC] /12858 


NEW FERRY LINE-~Al-Ghurdaqah, 18 January (MENA)--Today Red Sea Governor 
Lieutenant General Yusuf ‘Afifi inaugurated the new Safajah-Jeddah 

Maritime Line, greeting the first Saudi ferry to reach the port of Safajah, 
carrying 250 Egyptian passengers. [Excerpt] [Cairo MENA in Arabic 1215 GMT 
18 Jan 87 NC] /12858 
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USSR COOPERATION AGREEMENT--Cairo, 25 January (MENA)--The Executive Program 
for the Cultural Agreement Between Egypt and the Soviet Union for 1987-88 

was signed in Cairo today. It was signed on Egypt's behalf by Ambassador 
Hasan Shash, head uf the Foreign Ministry's Cultural and Technical Cooperation 
Department, and for the Soviet Union by Soviet Ambassador in Cairo Gennadiy 
Zhuravlev. The program involves cooperation in the fields of education, 
science, culture, and the arts through grants, mutual visits, training 
courses, and other exchanges. [Text] [Cairo MENA in Arabic 1120 GMT 

25 Jan 87 NC} /12858 


ECONOMIC PROTOCOL WITH URUGUAY--Cairo, 27 January (MENA)--A protocol for 
economic cooperation between Egypt and Uruguay, which provides operational 
guidelines for the Egyptian-Uruguayan Joint Committee, was signed here 
today. Dr Yusri Mustafa, minister of economy and foreign trade, signed 
the protocol for Egypt, while Ramero Perez Ballon, Uruguayan ambassador in 
Cairo, signed it on behalf of Uruguay. Mustafa stated that, according to 
this protocol, the joint committee will discuss the best ways to promote 
trade relations between the two countries and present proposals:to remove 
obstacles impeding trade expansion. The joint committee members will meet 
annually in both capitals. [Summary] [Cairo MENA in Arabic 1545 GMT 

27 Jan 87 NC] /12858 


MUBARAK CONFERS WITH BAHRAINI AMIR--Kuwait, 25 January (MENA)--Tonight 
President Muhammad Husni Mubarak received at his place of residence in 

the Conferences Palace in Kuwait ‘Isa ibn Salman Al Khalifah, the amir of 
Bahrain. Bahrain was also represented at this meeting by Foreign Minister 
Muhammad ibn Mubarak Al Khalifah; Minister of Justice and Islamic Affairs 
"Abdallah ibn Khalid Al Khalifah; and Information Minister Tariq 
Al-Mu'ayyad. Dr Mamduh al-Biltaji, chairman of the Egyptian Information 
Authority, has stated that the meeting between President Muhammad Husni 
Mubarak and His Highness ‘Isa ibn Salman Al Khalifah took place in an 
amicable and fraternal atmosphere. He added that discussion had focused 
on conditions in the Arab and Islamic world. Al-Biltaji noted that the 
two Arab leaders had agreed on the necessity of exerting efforts to repair 
the rift in the Arab ranks, a rift which threatens the entire Arab nation. 
They also agreed that the continuation and further deterioration of the 
Iraq-Iran war, the failure to find a solution to the Palestinian problem, 
and recent developments in Lebanon constitute dangers which must be 
confronted and overcome by united efforts. [Text] [Cairo MENA in Arabic 
1845 GMT 25 Jan 87 NC] /12858 
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LIBYA 


NFSL OFFICIAL IBRAHIM SAHD INTERVIEWED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 2 Feb 87 pp 14-17 


(Interview with [brahim Sahd, political commissioner of the Bational Front for 
the Salvation of Libya by Jamal Isma'il: "The Political Commissioner cf the 
National Front for the Salvation of Libya Tells AL-IDUSTUR, ‘Libya's Second in 
Command Is Living in Exile in Damascus; Pilots from Syria Put Down the Uprising 
at Tarhunah Camp; We Did Not See Libyan Weapons in the Arabs' Battles, but We 
Saw Those Weapons When They Were Sent to Iran Which Is Involved in a War against 
Ireq';" date and place of interview not specified] 


[Text] Is it not extraordinary that Libya's Maj ‘Abd-al-Salam Jalud has been 
living in Damascus since last November, far away from his country where he is 
the second in command after al-Qadhdhaf'i? Is there a deep-seated dispute between 
the colonel and the major? Or is Maj Jalud, who has been in Damascus for a long 
time, still monitoring the battles in Lebanon's Palestinian camps—-as it's being 
reported--to ensure that the colonel's policy is being implemented? This and 
other related questions marked the beginning of a long interview with Mr [brahis 
Sahd, member of the Executive Committeo of the National Front for the Sin] vation 
of Libya (NFSL]. Mr Sahd has also been the front's political commissioner since 
1962. The interview covered all the implications of what is now being called 
"the Libyan problea.* 


It is not true that ‘Abd-al-Salam Jalud is the secom) in command in Libya. The 
fact of the matter is that in Col al-Qadhdhafi's administration the colonel uses 
everyone around his to carry out his plans. Col al-(Qadhdhafi promotes whomever 
he pleases at will, and he tramples upon and humiliates anyone he wants whenever 
he wants. 


It is not true that ‘Abd-al-Salam Jalud is the only important figure in 
al-Qadhdhafi's regime who resides outside Libya now. Al-Khuwayldi al-Hamidi, for 
example, has been living for some time in San‘a’, the capital of the Yenon Arab 
Republic. In fact, a large number of Libya's Revolutionary Command Council, like 
Mustafa al- » Still live in Libya, but they are not engaged in any 
business, nor do they serve any function in the regime. 


Al-Maqarihah's situation 


These explanations should shed more light on the nature of relations between key 
members of the regime in Libya and the head of thiut: regime. The lingering 
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question, however, is this: Why is Jalud living in Damascus? The answer is pro- 
vided here by Mr Sahd, after the explanations. 


Mr Sahd says, "The information we have shows that Jalud and al-Qadhdhafi are 
having "problems." That is why al-Qadhdhafi sent Jalud to Damascus. He wants to 
keep him far away during this period. Jalud issues statements every now and then 
to make it seem that he is living in Damascus to mediate a settlement in the 
question of the camps, but that is not true.* 


[Question] Why not? What then, according to your information, are the reasons 
for keeping Mr Jalud away from Libya? 


[Answer] The truth is that 'Abd-al-Salam Jalud did try more than once to create 
for himself a center of power within the regime. To do that, he used his 
relatives, particularly officers whose roots go back to his tribe, al-Maqarihah 
These officers actually managed to occupy sensitive positions in the army from 
which they tried to impose their and Jalud's power. But they failed every time 
they tried to do that because al-Qadhdhafi would put up barriers between Jalud 
and those officers so Jalud would have no power to speak of. 


In light of that fact, the problems between Jalud and al-Qadhdhafi got worse 
recently, and that caused al-Qadhdhafi to send Jalud to Damascus. Jalud felt 
that al-Qadhdhafi's position had become shaky, particularly after the American 
raid on Libya. He tried taking steps that would have put him in a stronger 
position, but al-Qadhdhafi noticed what was happening. He foiled Jalud's steps 
and moved him away to discipline him. It is also possible to mention in this 
context that many of the revolutionary committees’ executive members have 
recently lost their influence in Libya. Their roles were terminated, and they 
were replaced by other groups. This is al-Qadhdhafi's method of sifting through 
the people around his. This is how no one stays in his position long enough to 
build a center of power. The case of Khalifah Hunaysh, who was also described as 
the second in command in Libya provides the most recent example of this method. 
Now, however, Mr Hunaysh has no influence within the regime. 


[Question] Was 'Abd-al-Salam Jalud the only one who tried to build for himself 
a center of power by taking advantage of al-Qadhdhafi's nervousness in the 
aftermath of the American raid on the country? Were there others inside the 
regime who tried to take advantage of this nervousness? 


[Answer] In general, it can be said that people who have been around 
al-Qadhdhafi for the past 17 years have always derived their power from hia. It 
is true that a few members of the Revolutionary Command Council tried to create 
for themselves a center of power, but their attempts failed. As time went by, 
each one of them became concerned about gaining al-Qadhdhafi's confidonce and 
sympathy. After the raid a few of those council members took actions of some 
sort, but their actions were worthless because they were taken by people who had 
lost their value, prestige, and any power that would have guaranteed the success 
of their actions. The reason for that is that members of the Revolutionary 
Command Council were periodically insulted by members of the Revolutionary 
Committees. Although the insults were sometimes made by unknown people serving 
on those committees, members of the Revolutionary Command Council lost their 
prestige within the regime because of those insults. 
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Al-Qadhdhafi ’ s Power 


[Question] There is one question that comes to mind whenever one talks about 
al-Qadhdhafi and his regime. What is the power that he relies on? Is he suppor- 
ted by the Revolutionary Committees, the People's Committees, or the army? 


[Answer] At the beginning of his administration al-Qadhdhafi wanted to rely on 
the armed forces. He relied on them by keeping them under his control at all 
times. After a period of time, however, he had to look for something else to 
support him because the armed forces had discovered the truth about him. It was 
at that time that al-Qadhdhafi introduced many members of his tribe, 
al-Qadhadhifah, into the armed forces. He used these t:ribesmen, who joined the 
armed forces as officers and staff officers, to form the so-called Deterrent 
Force Battalions. These are the troops with the most modern weapons; they are 
the troops that; have ammunition. The armed forces, however, are in their camps: 
they have some weapons, but they have no ammunition. 


At this point, before I talk about the Revolutionary Committees and their role 
in al-Qadhdhafi's regime, I would like to go back to t:he American raid on Libya 
and the conditions it revealed. At first, let me say that no Libyan can accept 
such an aggression against his country. However, it was always al-Qadhdhafi with 
his conduct and foolish policy that jeopardized Libya's security and safety. And 
that has happened more than once and on more than one occasion. 


The American raid brought out a very important point about the regime. It 
brought out the fact that the regime was. established 17 years ago, proclaiming 
the slogan, “We want to build a state that can hold out against any foreign 
aggression." In fact, the regime went so far as to declare its desire to build 
an army that can liberate the world and "the oppressed on earth." That regime 
stockpiled weapons, spent large amounts of money stockpiling those weapons, and 
engaged in every kind of injustice and oppression imaginable. But then the 
American raid revealed that the funds, the weapons and the injustice which 
lasted for 17 years were all for naught. The American raid revealed that the 
Libyan armed forces were in no position to repel the /imerican raid. But that was 
not because the Libyan armed forces are incapable or lacking in experience or 
manpower. It is rather because al-Qadhdhafi's policies on the armed forces and 
military men wade these armed forces incapable of repelling that American raid. 


[Question] And what about the revolutionary committevs? 


[Answer] The revolutionary committees have a multi-faceted role both in popular 
circles and in the armed forces where their members can also be found. To pro- 
vide a clear picture, let me say that many people were forced to join these 
revolutionary committees. Nevertheless, they felt responsible for the Libyan 
people; they really identified with them; and they also understood the nature of 
al-Qadhdhafi's regime. There were others, however, whose hands were stained with 
the blood of Libyans and who carried out al-Qadhdhaf:|'s criminal instructions. 
They are the people whom we regard as al-Qadhdhafi's partners in his crimes 
against the Libyan people. These people were ch.sen, and their backgrounds are 
unknown. They became involved in al-Qadhdhafi's crimes because al-Qadhdhafi's 
regime enabled them to benefit financially and to gain power. It is obvious that 
al-Qadhdhafi has always prodded members of the revolutionary committees, 
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especially those who are close to him, pushing them gradually into situations in 
which they find themselves involved in practices against young Libyans held in 
detention camps. These practices include murder, execution and torture. Let me 

say here that since 1978 all political detainees were interrogated and tortured 
in prisons by members of these revolutionary committees. Let me also say that 

after the American raid on Libya members of these revolutionary committees were 
seen burning and destroying their files and papers to get rid of them. They did 
that because they felt that the regime's final hour had come. They did not want 
secrets about their practices against the Libyan people revealed. 


There is also the assassination of Ahmad al-Warfali. He was a member of the 
revolutionary committees who became well known in Banghazi for his tyranny. 
People used to call him the uncrowned king of Banghazi. A number of young 
Libyans lured him, put him on trial and executed hin. 


That incident which sent shock waves in the midst of revolutionary committee 
circles exposed the plunder and theft which was being carried out by some 
members of these committees who were abusing their influence. Al-Warfali used to 
give anyone anything; he used to give land and property at will and confiscate 
the land and property at will. When the revolutionary committees tried to 
investigate the incident of his execution, they searched his castle hoping to 
find something that might lead them to the perpetrators. Instead, they found a 
fortune in cash and personal property stored in his castle. Al-Qadhdhafi 
repudiated al-Warfali after the man's death to soften the blow of the people's 
resentment. 


This al-Warfali is merely an example of those people whose hands are steeped in 
the blood of Libyans. He is an example of those who oppressed the people and 
became engaged in corrupt practices. There are many like him. We must not forget 
Ahmad Qadhdhaf al-Damm and Sayyid Qadhdhaf al-Damna. 


Popular Attempts 


[Question] What is your evaluation of the attempts that are being made by the 
people to get rid of al-Qadhdhafi and his regime? 


[Answer] I do not exaggerate when I say that attempts to overthrow al-Qadhdhafi 
are continuing. These attempts, which are being made by the armed forces and by 
the people, began only a few months after al-Qadhdhafi came to power. It was 
obvious then that that regime did not represent the Libyans. It was also 
obvious that it was not the regime we as a nation aspire for. | 


The most notable of these attempts, however, was the Bab al-'Aziziyah operation. 
That attempt, which was made in 1984, was carried out by members of the NFSL. 
There is also that major uprising which occurred in the armed forces in Tarhunah 
Camp after the American raid. Al-Qadhdhafi was not able to put down that 
uprising without seeking the assistance of Syrian pilots. The al-‘'Aziziyah 
operation and the Tarhunah uprising were two of the most prominent attempts to 
get rid of al-Qadhdhafi and his regime. As I mentioned, however, such attempts 
have not ceased. They are being made by individuals or groups in the armed 
forces or among popular elements. 
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[Question] We heard recently that al-Qadhdhafi decided to change the capital of 
Libya and that the new capital will be al-Jufrah, not Tripoli. Do you believe 
there are other objectives behind this step besides those which have been 
announced? 


[Answer] In general, al-Qadhdhafi has always tried to keep conditions in Libya 
unstable on ali levels. He even changes the names of ministries and institutions 
to keep government circles preoccupied at all times. As far as changing the 
capital is concerned, and making it al-Jufrah instead of Tripoli, the thing that 
must be made clear is that al-Jufrah is a desert region near Surt where al- 
Qadhdhnafi lives. This change would mean moving away from the coast which for 
some time now has been a source of apprehension for al-Qadhdhafi because he 
thinks the Libyan opposition and the NFSL in particular can carry out operations 
along the coast. That is why he has been mining and fortifying the coast. 
Similarly, the aim of moving the capital to al-Jufrah is to forestall any 
counteraction that might be carried out by the armed forces. This means that a 
group from the armed forces would find it difficult to control the new capital 
because of the large distance between Tripoli and al-Jufrah and also because of 
al-Jufrah's proximity to Surt, which is close to al-Qadhdhafi's tribe where 
there is a center at which al-Qadhdhafi's deterrent forces assemble. 


[Question] But the purpose of mining the coast, as al-Qadhdhafi said, was to 
fortify it against any attempt that might be carried out by American submarines. 
Isn't that right? 


[Answer] This is what al-Qadhdhafi has been proclaiming, or this is the cover 
he has been using. However, circles close to al-Qadhdhafi reported that he said 
that the coast mining operation had to be carried out in light of "the lessons 
that were learned" from the Bab al-'Aziziyah operation. This is because the 
regime has not yet found out where the NFSL guerillas who carried out the Bab 
al-'Aziziyah operation came from. The regime still has many questions about that 
operation. 


But let us go back to the matter of moving the capital. It has now become 
certain that this operation failed because of the difficulty of establishing 
basic services and facilities in the central region where al-Jufrah is located. 
That is why the decree was amended. In accordance with that amendment a few 
secretariats, [or] ministries, were distributed among many Libyan cities. The 
Secretariat of Agriculture was moved to Sabha; the Secretariat of the Economy 
was moved to Ajdabiya; the Secretariat of Health was woved to Banghazi; the 
Central Bank was moved to Sabha; and other secretariats were moved to other 
cities like al-Marj, Darnah, Tubrug and al-Bayda'. 


Libya's Debts 


[Question] In light of what we know about the crisis in the Libyan econony, 
doesn't the decree to move the capital or the secretariats to other cities in 
Libya add a new burden to the declining economic situation? 


[Answer] Most certainly. The point I would like to make clear is this: the 
effects of the economic crisis are felt only by Libyan citizens who have to cope 
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with the consequences of this crushing crisis, which at the present time is 
being manifested in scarce basic goods, non-existing health services and other 
ways. And yet al-Qadhdhafi has continued to spend money on other things, such as 
terrorist operations abroad and the publication and translation of "The Green 
Book." That book has been translated into all languages, even Japanese and 
Chinese. In addition to the manifestations of the economic crisis and the 
effects it has on Libyan citizens, Libya is now indebted to a large number of 
European countries. But the biggest debts are those that have to do with the 
weapons which the Soviet Union sold to Libya. The figures are unreal. Libyan oil 
has been mortgaged to a number of countries to pay back Libya's debts. These 
debts were not incurred to benefit the country by establishing development 
projects or modernizing services. Instead, these debts were incurred as a result 
of al-Qadhdhafi's unbalanced spending on his military adventures in Uganda, in 
Chad--the location of his present adventure--or elsewhere. These debts were 
incurred because al-Qadhdhafi is financing international terrorism and 
purchasing weapons in quantities that are far in excess of Libya's needs. 


We in the front are convinced that al-Qadhdhafi's policy of stockpiling weapons 
in such quantities is a policy that serves other objectives and has nothing to 
do with the goals of the Libyan people and the goals of the Arab nation. 
Evidence of this lies in the fact that these weapons were not seen in any Arab 
battles. We did not see Libyan weapons in the siege of Beirut, but we did see 
those weapons months after the siege. We saw them in al-Biqa' in the war of our 
fellow Palestinians. We saw the weapons in Tripoli, Lebanon when Palestinian 
troops were withdrawing as they were being shelled and bombarded from the sea 
and from the air by Israelis, on the one hand, and attacked by artillery fired 
at them by forces that are subordinate to al-Qadhdhafi, on the other. This 
artillery fire was aimed at the al-Barid and al-Badawi camps in Tripoli. We did 
not see Libyan weapons in any of the Arabs' battles, but we did see those 
weapons being sent to Iran to be used against our fellow Iraqis. We saw Libyan 
weapons sent to Chad and turned there against our brothers. We did not see these 
Libyan weapons in any of our battles, but we saw them being sent to separatists 
in neighboring Sudan. Thus, in addition to costing us all this money and 
dragging us into debt, these weapons are now being used to stab the Arab nation 
and the Libyan people. Let me say that our hearts bleed when we see that Iraq is 
being bombarded by weapons offered to Iran by al-Qadhdhafi. Every Libyan feels 
those pangs of pain in his heart. But this is the tragedy we are facing now. 


The tragedy is that all of al-Qadhdhafi's alliances are directed against the 
Arabs, and all of his actions served no one but Israel, America and the Arabs' 
enemies. I challenge anyone to convince me that any Israeli official could have 
served Israel more than al-Qadhdhafi has. He has discredited Arab solidarity and 
opposed any attempt to reach an agreement or unify the Arabs' ranks. Everything 
he did served that purpose, and tiiat serves Israeli interests. Suffice it to say 
in that regard that Israel has tried very hard to brand liberation issues, the 
PLO and the Palestinian struggle with the mark of terrorism. Al-Qadhdhafi has 
made it easier for the Israelis to do that. He helped them distort the struggle 
for liberation. 


Gifts from the West 
[Question] It has been reported recently that U.S. officials contacted 
al-Qadhdhafi during the period which coincided with the time when contacts 
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between America and Iran were being made, specifically in February of 1985. What 
do you know about how much al-Qadhdhafi knew in advance about the Irangate 
operations? 


[Answer] First of all I would like to affirm that ever since al-Qadhdhafi came 
to power, all the evidence points to the fact that although the United States 
may not have been behind his coming to power, it helped him gain control over 
the situation. Right at the start the evacuation of foreign troops from the 

on a silver platter, and he used that evacuation as 
to bring it about. Later, the United States gave hia 
another gift. O11 prices were raised to help the oil companies develop the North 
Sea oil fields and the Alaskan oil fields. The United States and some western 
countries were also behind the discovery of numerous attempts to overthrow 
al-Qadhdhafi, particularly Adam Hawas's attempt. They also uncovered the 
attempted coup that was made in Sabha in 1970. Therefore, relations between 
al-Qadhdhafi and the United States continued to be good because his actions 
served U.S. policy in general. All that happened recently is that al-Qadhdhafi 
may have developed a sense of his own importance, and he may have stepped beyond 
the red circle which the United States had circumscribed for him. He made a 
mistake, and he had to face the consequences of his mistake. 


As far as the recent contacts are concerned, the information we have affirus 
that despite his enthusiastic and resounding speeches against the United States, 
al-Qadhdhafi was trying very hard to win its sympathy. With regard to Irangate 
and the weapons scheme between Iran and Israel, no sane person can believe that 
al-Qadhdhafi knew nothing about what was going on. He did know that Israel was 
supplying Iran with weapons. And this was not the first time for al-Qadhdhafi to 
place Libya's resources on Israel's side. He did that before when he supplied 
Ethiopia with weapons in the battle of Ogaden and in Ethiopia's war against 
Somalia. At that time Israel too was supplying Ethiopia with weapons. 


Tehran cad Tripoli 


[Question] What do you think does al-Qadhdhafi stand to gain from his alliance 
with Tehran against an Arab country? 


[Answer] Al-Qadhdhafi is a man who in every sense of the term has been denied 
his blood revenge against the Arab nation. That is why we must not be taken by 
surprise when we see him supporting Iran. He is well aware of the implications 
of the crime he is committing, and he knows that it is unforgivable. We hope the 
day will come when not only this abnormsl situation will come to an end, but 
also the day when all of Libya's resources will be utilized to support our 
fellow Arabs in Iraq. The fact of the matter is that Iraq is defending Arab 
borders, not just Iraqi borders. If these borders are broken down, getting to 
the rest will just be a matter of tine. 


[Question] What is your interpretation of the statements that al-Qadhdhafi made 
in Kuwait before the Islamic summit and while that conference was in session? He 
made statements about the Iraq-Iran war and about the formation of an Islamic 
force to effect the disengagement of the two feuding countries. 
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(Answer] We believe these statements are nothing more than a ploy caused by the 
fact that al-Qadhdhafi has a problem with his Syrian ally. Syria did not give 
al-Qadhdhafi any role to play in the war in the camps. In his recent statements, 
al-Qadhdhafi has been merely trying to attract the attention and arouse the 
fears of his Syrian ally. We believe that he is continuing his opposition to 
Arab causes and that he is continuing his attacks against fellow Iraqis because 
he is still supplying and financing a large part of Iran's weapons. It has been 
established that when Iran was unable to export its oil because the export ports 
had been bombarded, al-Qadhdhafi stepped in and supplied Libyan oil to those 
markets which relied on Iran's oil. There were other times when he also offered 
to send Iran oil. 


Chad and Sudan 
[Question] What does al-Qadhdhafi want from Chad? 


[Answer] ‘The consequences of al-Qadhdhafi's military adventures in Chad are not 
limited to the military consequences of those adventures and the material and 
human losses they entail. When one considers the sempiternal relations between 
the Libyan people and the people of Chad, one finds that these relations, which 
al-Qadhdhafi is destroying, have been distinguished, historical relations. 
Throughout the ages Libyans have thought well of the people of Chad, and the 
opposite is also true. Relations between those two nations were friendly; they 
traded with each other in a constructive way. When the French attacked Chad 
early this century, the Libyan people were prompt in coming to the aid of the 
people of Chad. Under the leadership of Sayyid al-Mahdi, Libyans fought side by 
side with the people of Chad against the French enemy. Libyans came to know the 
people of Chad in the same way during the Libyan-Italian war when the people of 
Chad volunteered to fight with the Libyans. A Chadian leader, (Qajjah), dis- 
tinguished himself in that war. Then al-Qadhdhafi came along with the military 
adventures he carried out because of the ambitions he has in Chad. One time he 
did what he did under the cover of a dispute over Aozou Province. Another time 
he claimed a desire to utilize and develop the country's "ranium. Still another 
time, he claimed he was supporting Goukouni Oueddei, the legitimate president. 
But al-Qadhdhafi is motivated by his ambitions in Chad. The recent battles in 
Chad constitute blatant aggression which undermines the sovereignty and unity of 
Chadian territory. The Libyan people do not approve of such aggression because 
the losses are twofold. Every loss for Libya is also a loss for Chad, and every 
loss for Chad is also a loss for Libya. Suffice it to say that the most 
significant outcome of this aggression was the foreign intervention in Africa 
which was manifested by the return of French troops to Chad. All that we are 
hoping for is that our brothers in Chad realize that what al-Qadhdhafi is doing 
in that country is not an expression of the Libyan people's wishes and 
aspirations. We want them to realize that al-Qadhdhafi's actions do not express 
the feelings that Libyans have for the people of Chad. 


[Question] How do you explain al-Qadhdhafi's dissolution of his alliance with 
Goukouni Oueddei and the replacement of that alliance with one with Accheik 
ibn Oumar? 


[Answer] Al-Qadhdhafi's alliances have never been based on foundations. 
Al-Qadhdhafi used Goukouni to introduce Libyan forces into Chad. Under foreign 
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and international pressure, however, Goukouni asked al-Qadhdhafi to withdraw the 
Libyan troops. The Libyan troops were withdrawn, but Goukouni did not last. He 
was toppled immediately after that. His fall from power provides evidence that 
it was the Libyan troops who were supporting hin. 
when al-Qadhdhafi wanted to get rid of Oueddei, 
that the people of Chad no longer wanted him to 
replied, "I too believe that the people of Libya 


were consolidating their control over Chad. So al-Qadhdhafi ordered his subor- 
dinates to attack Goukouni Oueddei's position because Oueddei had become a 

burden to him. The attack was actually carried out, and Oueddei was stabbed in 
the stomach. That is why we saw al-Qadhdhafi's agencies claiming that Oueddei 
had undergone surgery to remove his appendix. What matters is that it was 

Hissein Habre's control over Chad that impelled al-Qadhdhafi to invade that 
neighboring country. 


[Question] What does al—Qadhdhafi want from Sudan? 


[Answer] Al-Qadhdhafi thinks that he can penetrate Sudan with his influence. He 
supported John Garang's separatist movement because he would like to control 
Sudan. I would not think it unlikely that al-Qadhdhafi is still continuing his 
support for Garang. When the Sudanese people rebelled, al-Qadhdhafi sent his 
revolutionary committees to Sudan. It were as though he wanted to occupy the 
country. Those Libyan revolutionary committees were involved in numerous prac- 
tices and excesses in Sudan, including an attempt to buy people's support. But 
the Sudanese people, who have an extraordinary degree of political awareness, 
realized those objectives. Actually, al-Qadhdhafi is still trying to take advan- 
tage of economic conditions in Sudan. He is applying all kinds of pressure in 
the hope that he might find a foothold for himself. Once again, he is doing this 
because he thinks that if he were to penetrate Sudan, he would be able to 
penetrate eight African countries from there. Our information shows that 
al-Qadhdhafi has been trying everything to achieve that ~bjective. Our infor- 
mation also shows that he may resort to the use of force if that becomes 
necessary. The presence of Libyan troops in Kordofan, the project to establish 
an agricultural company in Wadi al-Hi'am, and the plan to set up a fraternal 
relationship between al-Jufrah and Kordofan are nothing sore than steps that 
pave the way for the realization of al-Qadhdhafi's dreams. Recently, 
al-Qadhdhafi sent groups of Libyans to Sudan claiming to be graduate students at 
the University of Khartoum. Our information shows that these groups of people 
are loyal to al-Qadhdhafi and are trying to carry out his plans. 


The Unity of the Opposition 


[Question] What about the front's contacts or actions on the drab scene to 
explain the Libyan problem? 


[Answer] We are always striving to make contacts with different circles in the 
countries where we feel that our contacts would serve the national cause, and 
particularly in the Arab countries. In that context we allow nothing to hold us 
back, but we do try to enter into these contacts in a legitimate sanner. 
Political activity as well as contacts with different countries are also part of 
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the front's basic programs. I have the distinction of being involved in this 
particular activity. 


Ever since we got started we have been striving, and we are always striving, to 
make such contacts so we can explain what the Libyan people are going through 
and expose al-Qadhdhafi's terrorist and treacherous practices. We also want to 
make it clear to our brothers that we do not approve of al-Qadhdhafi's barbarian 
practices against fellow Arabs. Our goal in making these contacts is to give 
fellow Arabs a sense of their role and ask them to take on that role and support 
the Libyan people. By supporting the Libyan people, the Libyan cause and Arab 
causes would win a victory. Such contacts, which include all fellow Arabs, are 
made either in person or by correspondence. We also try to attend Arab, regional 
and internatinal conferences without exception. 


[Question] As far as Arab countries are concerned, where do you receive an 
enthusiastic welcome? Where are you welcomed with reserve, or in which country 
or countries do officials decline to welcome you? 


[Answer] In the context of our Arab contacts we are actually embittered some- 
times because some Arabs have not responded to us even though our cause is clear 
and their role is also clear. Some Arabs have also discredited our struggle. By 
the same token, however, we found fellow Arabs who stood by us. They assumed 
glorious positions that will be preserved in ry I do not want to name the 
countries that are helping us because some of them just want to be sentioned in 
history for what they did, but I do want to mention Egypt and Iraq in par- 

ticular. Iraq's position with us is unforgettable, particularly since it comes 
at a time when Iraq is facing this crushing war and this Iranian aggression. 


[Question] Our last question is this: What are the implications of recent 
reports about efforts that are being made to unify factions of the Libyan 


opposition? 


[Anewer]) With regard to the question of unifying the opposition, we in the 
front have a clear policy which is manifested in the view that the aim of any 
unification must be to increase the effectiveness of the Libyan opposition. In 
order for that condition to be aciieved, unification must come about gradually, 
according to objective principles and formulas that would guarantee its 
continuity. 


To us such unification would be a dream. We lived through attempts to unify two 
or three factions, but the consequences of those attempts were the opposite, and 
the unification did not last. When unification attempts failed, the differences 
between the factions that had been united got worse. 


What happened recently did not go beyond talking about those reports. In other 
words, no specific steps were taken. 


The unification of the opposition must be spurred by what we need to do for the 
struggle; it must not stem from a specific foreign or international situation. 
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Unification is a means for achieving an end; it is not an end in itself. The 
absence of unity in the Libyan opposition has not been in and of itself the 
principal reason why al-Qadhdhafi's regime has survived. While the NFSL is 
concerned about the unity of factions in the Libyan opposition, it wants that 
unity to come about in accordance with principles that would guarantee it to 
last. Until that happens, our relations are good with all factions of the 
opposition, and we are always trying to meet and talk with them. We welcome 
every effort that might be made to achieve our goal, and that is to get rid of 
al-Qadhdhafi's regime first and then establish a democratic alternative which 
would be acceptable to the Libyan people. 


(Box, p 16] 
Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Qadir: The Colonel's Fees 


After squandering Libya's resources on terrorism and terrorists and the sabotage 
and destruction that are carried out by his mercenaries and agents, al-Qadhdhafi 
found himself forced to make students at academies and universities pay tuition 
fees. That is how al-Qadhdhafi is confirming his destructive role in Libya's 
society; he is doing that in one of its most important sectors: the education 
sector. 


Al-Qadhdhafi who in the past has spared no effort to undermine and disrupt 
educational institutions in Libya has often changed the courses of study so as 
to make them compatible with his ideas or with the so-called Green Book. He 
abolished elementary education and decreed that it be carried out at home. 
Today, he is resuming the implementation of his destructive plan by decreeing 
the payment of fees for tuition, for textbooks, and for examinations. 


This decree which al-Qadhdhafi ventured to issue shows him in one of his roles. 
His aim in playing that role is to keep the Libyan people ignorant and to force 
them into illiteracy. 


This decree will become an obstacle for parents, keeping them from sending their 
children to school. Parents will not be able to send their children to school 
because they will not be able to pay those fees after al-Qadhdhafi seized their 
property and possessions and nationalized their companies and private trade. 
Even salaries were reduced significantly, and a civil servant is no longer able 
to provide himself with the food, clothing and drink which are his essential 
requirements. 


Al-Qadhdhafi has squandered Libya's resources and fortune in promoting his 
little Green Book and the so-called Third World Theory, in financing terrorism 
and terrorists, and in planning conspiracies, intrigues and military adventures. 
Today, we find him saving money by cutting spending in the education sector: one 
of society's most important sectors. 


If al-Qadhdhafi's intentions for his people and fellow citizens were sincere, he 
would have saved much of the funds he squandered left and right on matters that 
brought ruin and destruction to various countries and humiliation and shame to 
Libyan citizens. Instead, he could have spent those funds supporting the 
education sector and encouraging students to continue their education. 
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But al-Qadhdhafi's evil intentions for the Libyan people and their institutions 
and his deep-seated destructive spirit induced him to squander Libya's 
tremendous resources. And now the only thing he can come up with is to make 
students pay tuition fees. 


We would like to mention one other point. [We would like to ask] how these 
tuition fees will be coliected now that al-Qadhdhafi has approved a barter 
system! 


Will citizens pay those fees by giving up the surplus sugar, rice and flour they 
have? Or will al-Qadhdhafi come up with yet another way and another innovation? 
He has introduced so many innovations into Libya! Everything that is strange and 
odd comes from al-Qadhdhafi's Libya. 


(Box, p 17] 
Ibrahim Sahd 


~-He was born in 1943 and graduated from the Military College (the first in his 
class). He moved up gradually in numerous military positions until he achieved 
the rank of major in 1969. When al-Qadhdhafi came to power, he removed him from 
the army, put him to work in the diplomatic corps, and sent him out of the 
country. Nevertheless, both he and his late colleague Ahmad Hawas were watched 
by al-Qadhdhafi's aides. Al-Qadhdhafi wanted to hear about their news and their 
movements. 


--In the diplomatic corps he moved around among Libya's diplomatic missions, 
serving in Jordan, in Washington, and in the United Nations. Then he served in 
the Political Affairs Division of Libya's Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Then he 
was appointed charge d'affaires at Libya's Embassy in Argentina. 


--He resigned and joined the ranks of the opposition. He made that announcement 
in a statement that was published by newspapers and news agencies on 25 August 
1981. Then he participated in the establishment of the National Front for the 
Salvation of Libya [NFSL]. He announced the establishment of that front in 
Khartoum on 7 October 1981. 


--He was elected to serve on the NFSL's Executive Committee while the front's 
first national conference was in session. He was re-elected to the committee 
during the conference's 1985 session. In addition, he also serves as as the 
frort's political commissioner, a post he has held since 1982. 
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ISRAEL 


PERES SAID TO BE REMOTE, INACCESSIBLE TO MINISTRY ALDES 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in Fnglish 9 Jan 87 pp 1, 15 


{Article by Benny Morris] 


{Text } 


age tea ae | 
i Pitt e. ni 1 
aR iit 


TRHAEE ERAT HH 


| ‘ Hau 
ti 


i Rah i 


Hil: J THI HHH tptat 
i Hh HE Mat ai 
Ay i He 








ish 


ey 


Hild 


gu 
ane 
ny heh 





a 


ee Fay i 
(hat Hit HRREH Hiatt 





53 





oS. aa 
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SAUDI ARABIA RENEWS AID TO TERRITORIES 





Jerusalem ‘THE JERUSALEM POST in Enplish 14 Jan 87 p 9 


{Text } 


Saudi Arabia recently transferred 
$9.5 million to the Jordanian- 
Palestinian 


universities in the territories, as part 
of their commitment to provide $38 
million to the joint committee in 


19274 
CSO; 4400/141 


1987, according to the paper. 


aimed at reviving the joint commnit 
at t ° 
tee, which has been defunct for over 
a year due to a cutolf in Arab funds 
ee 


The aid was timed to arrive shortly 
before the convening of the Islamic 
summit in Kuwait, and coul? be 
followed by similar contributions by 
oy Arab countries, the paper 
said. 
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TSRAEI. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF ENGLISH UNIVERSITY UNDER CONSIDERATION 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in Fnglish 9 Jan 87 p 4 





{Article by Aryeh Rubinstein] 


[Text } 

Nothing came of an idea broached 
about 20 years that an Isracli 
university offer a four-year 
me to a bachelor's 
with E as the language of in- 
struction 


, an 

piniatey official who says that the 
low aliya figures and the high rate of 
assimilation give him no rest. 

Knesset Aliya Committce chair- 
man Miriam Glazer-Ta‘asa told the 
Iiouse last month that she met 
Windzberg last summer in New 
York... 

He sold her on the English- 


1 it. a oe b+ 
more young people” to 
here and maybe even scttle here. 
Navon said he had alrcady asked 
the Council of Higher Education's 
committee on overseas students to 
take up the question. Glazer- 
Ta‘asa’s motion, at his request, was 
referred to a joint committec com- 


members. of the education 
iand committces. 
The premise behind the idea 


is that single, college-age young peo- 
ple arc the best prospects for aliya. 
since they arc more mobile and do 


not have family responsibilitics. But 


than one year. Overseas stu- 
dents who want to do all their under- 
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graduate work here must first be 
proficient in Hebrew. 
Windzberg says that many U.S. 


‘colleges, in order to improve their 


lity, are now deliberately acccpt- 
ne oer applicants. ‘This new policy 
should peed d say potential for 
an Israel uni y, he says. 

For American parents, the idea of 
sending their son or daughter to 
study in Issact has two attractions, 
Windzhcig says. First, it reduces the 
danger of assimilation and = mixcd 
marriage that cxists in an out-of- 
town college in the U.S. . it 
is cheaper. Excluding Aapomwap aby 
versities, the average annual cost of 
US “317 000 caipises wah 

S. is d t 
$6,000-8,000 here. 

In a normal (non-crisis) year, ab- 


~ out 6,000 North American high 


school pupils come here for summer 
progenies, and 700-1 000 students 
attend the universities’ one-year 
ep ay rogrammes, 
Windzberg says. Hic links this with 
another statistic: of some 2,000 
North American olim who have 
been — annually in the past few 

-fourth previously partici- 
pated in some educational program- 
me here. 

The longer an American stucent is 
exposed to Isracl (including the 
lichrew language, the study of 
which will be compulsory), he 
reasons, the greater the prospects of 
his settling here. 

Emissaries in the field all agree 
that such a programme is sorcly 


lacking, Winzberg asserts, in reply to 
a question about demand. “Look,” 
he says “there are 300,000-400,000 
Jewish students in North America. 
There are 6,000 at the State Uni- 
versity at Bir ton, N.Y. alone, 
and 3,000 at Cornell. We're talking 
about trying to attract | per cent. 
The problem is proper promotion 
and offcring a prestigious program- 


me. 

Particulaily good targets at this 
time arc students from South Africa, 
many of whom are now going to 
study at Australian, Ca n and 
U.S. universities, he says. 


Because of Jerusalem's historical 
associations, its dra power, and 
the prestige of its the 


Hebrew University is Windzberg’s 
first choice - even though another 
institution has evinced greater cn- 
thusiasm. 

In principle, the Eebrew Uni- 
versity decision-makers are all for 
the idea. But according to a know- 
ledgeable source. there is hesitancy 
about taking the plunge, largcly be- 
cause of the university's financial 
plight. However, Arye Dulzin. 
chairman of the Jewish Agency Ex- 
ecutive has promised moncy as soon 
as the university says yes. 

Windsherg docsn't say how many 
vlim his two years of shlihut pro- 
duced (nor did J ask him), but his 
period in the U.S. enabled him to 
meet - and scil his idea to — an 
impressive array of American. 
Jewish Ieaders. 





ISRAEL 


ra 
> 
= 
— 
S 
= 
: 
oO 
z 
= 
- 
_ 
rv; 
Be 
a 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in Fnplish 11 Jan 87 p 2 


{Article by Ya‘acov Friedler] 


ai HE it HE 
it a 


fait ig 


ry 
Hail rt i 
ie 
Hi un Heli ie 
ul in Ah iit 
ee i 
Ha t 


Mat Bet 


oor a 


4400/141 


19274 
CSO: 








56 





KUWAIT 


NEW BOOK RECORDS AID TO LEBANON'S ISLAMIC RESCUE FRONT 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 15 Oct 86 p 4 


[Article: “Al-Muttawa' Says: ‘Kuwait was First to Respond to Our Call and 
to Translate Our Benevolent Relationship into Reality'"] 


[Text] The representative of the Lebanese Islamic Rescue Front, attorney 
Mubarak al-Muttawa', announced that the Front has published a book recording 
the aid received from the people and Government of Kuwait. Dr Muhammad ‘Ali 
al-Danawi, the Front's chief, stated in the book's introduction his special 
gratitude to His Highness the country's ruler, His Highness the Crown Prince, 
the prime minister, the minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, a number of 
officials, and some public and government institutions, for their support to 
charity activities provided by the Front to a large segment of the Lebanese 
people in their present crisis. 


Attorney al-Muttawa’ added: "Kuwait was among the first to respond to the 
call of Lebanon's Islamic Rescue Front. This response came when a delegation 
headed by Dr Muhammad ‘Ali al-Danawi, the Front's Chief, paid a visit to 
Kuwait and discussed with the officials there, the situation in Lebanon and 
the need for assisting those affected by the war. His Highness the Prince of 
Kuwait requested the cabinet to study the cable sent by Lebanon's Islamic 
Rescue Front. The matter was assigned to a special committee to determine 
the appropriate action to be taken." 





Attorney al-Muttawa' praised the relationships between the Front and a number 
of elements, and state and public agencies in Kuwait. He also stated that 
these relationships have been translated into real action in the form of 
assistance received by the Front. This assistance is allocated among a number 
of charity activities and humane projects such as taking care of the orphans, 
helping the needy, caring for the sick, funding religious education, paying 
burial expenses for needy Muslims, and commemorating Sunna tradition of 

"halal" slaughter of animals and distributing the meat among the needy. In 
addition to all that was the establishment of Bayt al-Zakat (house of charity) 
and Charitable Solidarity, which is operating similar to Bayt al-Zakat in Kuwait. 


The Front was able to renew and update its charity work methods according 


to the Islamic teachings, especially when the Front was formed by combining a 
number of Islamic associations accepted to work collectively according to God's 
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works: "Cooperate to do good and to be pious." This step taken by the 
Islamic Rescue Front, in Tripoli, was considered an advanced stage toward the 
transformation of charity work into a collective institutionalized pioneer 
effort according to plans and expectations, without ignoring or replacing 
individual or collective charity initiatives. 


He added that the establishment of Bayt al-Zakat and Charitable Solidarity in 
Tripoli was accomplished on 15 October 1983 by Kuwaiti assistance, on the 
condition that funds from zakat should be spent legitimately. The Front was 
able to pay the school fees for a large number of students from Muslim 
families in Tripoli, purchase medicine for the sick, care for orphans and 

the children of martyrs. The Kuwaiti Bayt al-Zakat also sponsored 50 orphans. 


The Front succeeded in its call to Tripoli's wealthy to do the same as their 
fellow brothers in Kuwait did, so the number of sponsored orphans doubled 
to more than 200. 


Mr al-Muttawa’ concluded his speech pointing out that the charity work of the 
Front has expanded recently tc include a large number of Islamic areas and 
villages. Also a vocational training program is underway for those who need 
assistance and able to work. In addition, branches for Bayt al-Zakat and 
other institutions will be opened in the Northern district in order for the 
Front to have a decentralized charity work. This work is supported by 
Tripoli's wealthy and a number of institutions in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 


13034/12851 
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KUWAIT 





CHAIRMAN OF INDUSTRIAL INVESTMENTS COMPANY INTERVIEWED 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 28 Jan 87 p 13 


{Interview with Dr Talib Ahmad ‘Ali, Chairman of the Bord of the Industrial 
Investments Company; date and place not given: "The Venture Capital Style of 
Investment in Industry is not Applicable in Kuwait") 


[Text] ‘Abd-al-Fattah Darwish writes: 


Dr Talib Ahmad ‘Ali, chairman of the board of the Industrial Investments 
Company said in a conversation with AL-QABAS that the idea of venture capital 
investment is not applicable in Kuwait, because of the absence of certain 
elements that enable this kind of industrial investment to succeed. 


Dr Talib added that the exaggeration of the size of the market and the lack of 
accurate statistics are the reasons for the inadequacy of certain economic 
feasibility studies. 


Dr Talib revealed that the Industrial Investments Company had decided to 
create two industrial companies in the framework of its new plan. One of these 
companies will be for the breaking down of scrap metal and the other will be 
linked to the desalinization of seawater, in addition to producing a number of 
industrial consumer goods and foodstuffs. 


Dr Talib pointed out that the management of industrial projects, with its 
commercial mentality, is the cause of one of the problems from which local 
industry is suffering and that it was a reason for the faltering of more than 
one industrial project that had had the elements of success. 


The following is the text of the conversation: 

[Question] What is the meaning of venture capital investment in industry? 
{Answer] The basis of the idea of venture capital is that it be invested in 
high technology to diversify or improve production. Now this idea has 


broadened to include a company that is seeking financing before it is 
registered in the stock exchange. 
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It is a kind of inves sent that is linked to high risk as well as to financial 
returns. It is usually made in advanced technology. 


Venture capital may be divided into three stages. 


--Investment in ideas from which a new product is formed. This often requires 
a moderate amount of money in the beginning. It is distinguished by very high 
financial risk and comparable returns. 


-~luvestmaent in a product whose technical merit has been proven and for which 
the stage of commercial development and growth has begun. In this stage, more 
financing is needed, but the element of risk is less than in the first stage, 
as are the returns. 


--Commencement of a project, the merit and marketability of which has been 
established and which needs financing in order to expand and create new 
markets. The project in this state is in the stages before the final one of 
registering its shares in the securities market. This is the least risky 
stage and the one of lowest returns. 


Venture capital investment is limited to a certain sector. It is linked to 
computer and related products, medical products, information technology, and 
industry supervision. 


[Question] What are the possibilities of applying the method of venture 
capital investment in Kuwait? 


[Answer] It is difficult to apply it in Kuwait because the elements upon 
which this kind of investment is based are not available locally, since it 
requires a large consumer market, advanced centers of research, and a flexible 
and advanced securities market. 


Thus we find that venture capital investment has succeeded in America because 
of the existence there of these elements. 


[Question] But your company is one of those interested in this investment 
style. What is the reason for this interest, if this style is not applicable 
locally? 


{Answer] We invest inside and outside of Kuwait. The principal aim of 
investment abroad is to balance our local long-term investments with mediun- 
term investments abroad. 


Therefore, we have shares in companies and industries and we participate in 
and direct venture capital investment funds that concentrate their activities 
in high technology. The primary goal is commercial return. However, there 
are other goals, such as learning about foreign experiences and the transfer 
of projects and new ideas to Kuwait. We are endeavoring to link our foreign 
investments with projects in Kuwait. 

















ve 


(Question) Is your company closely linked with the Industrial Bank? 


{Answer} Our company is concerned with industrial investment and everything 
related to it inside and outside of Kuwait, in an attempt to direct investment 
into a productive sector locally and to open a new channel for investment in 
the productive sector abroad, instead of into financial markets and real 
estate, which is the prevailing style of our investment abroad. 


We are an independent company in which a large number of local companies and 
institutions have an interest. The most important of our shareholders is the 
General Investment Agency, which owns 31 percent of the shares of the company. 
The Industrial Bank is the second largest shareholder in the company and owns 
21 percent of is shares. The reason for relationship between us and it is 
that the idea of establishing the company originated in the Industrial Bank. 


[Question] But there is a strong cooperative relationship which is perhaps 
characterized by the cooperation in the industrial projects that originate in 
the Industrial Bank. 


[Answer] As I said, the principal reason for our relation with the Industrial 
Bank is that the idea for the company originated in the Industrial Bank anda 
that it is one of the important founders of it. Likewise, we operate in the 
same area, which has led to a great deal of interaction and cooperation 
between us. However, our company is run independently by its board of 
directors and we do not have any relation to the companies that the Industrial 
Bank funds or owns. As to the industrial companies parerited by the Industrial 
Bank, like any other investor, we regard these floundering projects purely 
from an investment point of view and will make offers to buy them or buy stock 
in them, if we wish to do so, according to our evaluation of the project, just 
as any other investor would. 


As to our decision in this regard, it is governed by the reasons for the 
floundering of the project and the possibility of treating them, if the 
problem is in the management, for example, or in financing. 


We have invested in two of the companies owned by the Industrial Bank, the 
Skin Products Company, in which we have an 80 percent interest, and Carminco 
Company for the production and maintenance of refineries, in which we own a 15 
percent interest. We decided to buy stock in these two projects because our 
studies showed the possibility of saving them and making them successful 


again. 


Our other local projects, the Electrical Boards Company, in which we own a 45 
percent interest, and the Gulf Company for the Production of Glass, in which 
we have a 15 percent share, are not companies that were owned by the 
Industrial Bank. 


[Question] It has been noted that you have interest in only a few projects in 
Kuwait. 


[Answer] The general situation of the Kuwaiti economy and the slowdown that 
has occurred in recent years has led to the existence of what may be termed a 
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scarcity of new ideas in the industrial sector. Therefore, we have turned to 
the consideration of faltering projects that may be saved. We currently have 
a number of projects, including new ideas for projects, one of which has to do 
with the production and breaking up of scrap and another of which is for the 
desalinization of seawater. Our plan includes the implementation of projects 
for the production of consumer goods. We are also looking into the 
opportunities available for investing in one of the existing companies. 


[Question] The inadequacy of several feasibility studies has led to a 
negative experience in industrial investment in Kuwait. What are the reasons 
for this inadequacy? 


[Answer] Many studies were done and were based on the estimates of the boom 
period. These did not take changes into consideration. One of the widespread 
errors of this period was the exaggeration of the size of the local market, 
the calculation of the Gulf market, and the exaggeration of the possibility of 
depending on it, without taking into consideration the obstacles of exporting 
to the Gulf markets. 


There is another point, which is that the total demand for various products in 
the Gulf states has decreased. There are cases where the mistake was not 
actually in the feasibility studies, but in their implementation, where the 
phenomenon of escalating costs prevailed and there was a lack of experience of 
industrial project management, since its elements differ from those of 
commercial project management. The nature of the mentality in Kuwait is 
commercial and the attempt in more than one industrial project to run it like 
commercial projects was the reason for failure. 


[Question] But weren't many of the figures appearing in some of the studies 
were inaccurate? 


[Answer] This is not the fault of the investment houses. Rather, the recson 
for it is the absence of centers of information and statistics, which makes 
the process of gathering accurate statistics and data difficult. This 
inadequacy in data opens the doors of efforts to estimate various figures and 
these efforts may lead to exaggeration in the estimates. 


[Question] How can the industrial investor deal with this problex? 


[Answer] The investor can request one of the investment houses to reevaluate 
the study provided in order to get a second point of view. This isa well- 
known procedure. As a company, we evaluzte the ideas and studies presented to 
us and prepare studies for others. This is not one of our principal 
functions, but we are prepared to offer an opinion in this area and to help 
investors, whether they be companies or individuals, with re-evaluating the 
ideas and studies that they have concerning industrial projects. We performed 
this service when we participated in the preparation of studies for three 
projects. 


We are also willing to look into the possibiltiy of investing in projects if 
the author of the idea does not have enough capital. 
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KUWAIT 


COMMITTEE FORMED TO DEVELOP ISLAMIC CURRICULUM 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 13 Oct 86 p 3 


[Article: "The Formation of a Committee to Develop Curriculum for Islamic 
Education") 


[Text] A decree was issued by the deputy of the Ministry of Education to 
form a central committee for the development of Islamic curriculum, to achieve 
the general objectives of education in Kuwait. 


The committee is headed by Dr Muhammad Salah-al-Din ‘Ali Mujawir, and includes 
the members: 


Mr Muhammad Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Halim al-Shaykh, the General Director for 
Islamic Education. 


Dr Muhammad ‘Abd-al-CGhaffar ‘Abd-al-Rahim al-Sharif, Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs. 


Dr ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz Iemaiil Saqr, College of Islamic Legislation, University of 
Kuwait. 


Mr Yusuf ‘Abd-al-Rahman al-Furt, College of Education. 

Mr Muhammad Mahmud Zayn-al-Din Nassar, Office of Curriculum and Text Books. 

Mr ‘Abd-al-Fattah ‘Ali al-Sukkari, Center for Educational Research. 

Mr Mahmud Ahmad Hajur, the Super intendent for the Capital School District. 

Mr Hammud Hattab Hasan al-Hattab, the Superintendent for Hawly School District. 


Mr Hasan Ramadan al-Shuwaykh, the Superintendent for al-Farwaniyah School 
District. 


Mr Sanad al-Sayyid ‘Imara, the Technical Director for Secondary Education. 


Mr Muhammad Nasr Mustafa Nimrah, the Technical Director for Elementary Education. 
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Mr ‘Abdallah Sulayman Muhammad al-Shayiji, First Instructor at al-Shamiya 
Secondary School. 


Mr Jasim Muhalhil al-Yasin, Instructor at Farnhan al-Khalid Secondary School 
for Boys. | 


Mr Badr Hasan Bandar al-Rifa'i, the Technical Supervisor at Khabbab Bin al-Urt 
Elementary School for Boys. 


The outline of the duties of the committee in constructing curriculum and 
determining school books, is as follows: 


To build improved Islamic education curriculums for general secondary education, 
in order to meet the requirements and to be an extension of the improved 
curriculum for the elementary and intermediate education. In addition to 
providing an abstract for Islamic education books for secondary education. 


As for the teachers of Islamic education and the improvement of their 
performance: 


-Determining the characteristics of Islamic education teachers and their 
qualifications. 


-Planning to develop Islamic education teachers, training them, and supplement 
any deficiencies in their preparation in order for them to meet the require- 
ments of the improved curriculum and to develop their educational thinking. 


—Determining the standards of performance for Islamic education teachers 
according to the duties and responsibilities of the job. 


-Determining evaluation procedures for the teachers in accordance with their 
educational and professional tasks. 


~Determining the educational framework for teachers’ performance methods 
according to the requirements of the improved curriculum, renewed educational 
thinking, and field experience. 


-Improving the methods of teaching Islamic education curriculum, to insure 
the flexibility of these methods and their ability to keep up with the new 
developments in the field of education. 


~Preparing the scientific material for language laboratories’ lessons in the 
area of Islamic education, as a continuation of the Committee's work which 
started in 1982-83 session. 


As for other assignments, the committee will study issues, ascribed to it by 
the Ministry of Education, related to Islamic education curriculum. Especiaily 
the results of experimenting with the improved curriculum and providing the 
appropriate recommendations and suggestions. 
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The Committee's work style: 


The Committee's work in its present session is an extension continuation of the 
work done by the Development Committee in its previous session in 1985-86. 

The committee will determine the method in which it will accomplish its 
assignments according to a programmed plan to accomplish certain assignments 

at a certain time. 


All agencies concerned will contribute to the development process according to 
what is stated in "Curriculum Comittees Work Guide." 


The committee will hold its first meeting within one week of the issue of 
this decree. All meetings will be in the evenings, after official work hours. 


Financial compensation for members of the Committee will be determined 
according to the regulations and bylaws specified in this matter. 


13034/12851 
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KUWALT 


ARAB FOOD INDUSTRY CONFERENCE--His Highness the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Shaykh Said al-‘Abdlallah al-Salim al-Sabah, attended the first 
conference on the development of good industries in the Arab World. The 
conference was organized by the Kuwaiti Institute for Scientific Research, 
The Kuwaiti Institute for Scientific Advancement, the Kuwaiti Union for the 
Merchants and Manufacturers of Foodstuff, and the Arab Union for Food 
Industries. His Highness had deputed His Excellency the Minister of State 
for Cabinet Affairs, Mr Rashid ‘Abd-al-aziz al-Rashid to attend the opening 
ceremony which was held on Monday morning at the Kuwaiti Institute for 
Scientific Research. [Text] [Kuwait AL—SIYASAH in Arabic 13 Oct 86 p 2] 
13034 /12851 


ECONOMIC AGREEMENT WITH JORDAN-—-The Jordanian Prime Minister Mr Zayd al-Rifa'i 
has paid an official 3-day visit to Kuwait. He met with the Prince, Shaykh 
Jabir al-Ahmad and held a series of meetings with the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Shaykh Said al-‘Abdallah al-Salim Al-Sabah. The Jordanian-Kuwaiti 
talks centered around the general situation in the area and renewed their 

call to end the Iraqi-Iranian war. Also discussed was the revival of common 
Arab efforts. Both sides signed an agreement facilitating economic, industrial, 
and investment cooperation between them. The agreement offered Jordanian 
investment projects for Kuwaiti investors. The agreement also included the 
emphasis on increasing and diversifying the volume of trade between the two 
countries, the exemption of locally produced goods from tariffs and import 
fees, total cooperation in field of manpower, especislly in the areas of 
expertise, and the promotion of touriem, transportation by sea, air, land and 
transit. [Text] [London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 24 Oct 86 p 9] 13034/12851 


SECURITY OFFICERS CONFERENCE--Yesterday morning, the directory general of the 
Police College, Lieutenant Colonel ‘Abdallah Hamza al-Rumi opened the fourth 
specialized session for ministries and government agencies security officers 
at the training academy. There were 32 participants from the ministries of 
water and electricity, transportation, and the Kuwaiti Airlines. The session 
will last for 1 month. Attending the opening were the Assistant Director 
General of the Academy, Lieutenant Colonel ‘Ali-Ya'qub ‘Abdallah, the Director 
of the Police Officers College, Major Khalid al-Yahya, and the heads of 
departments in the Police Academy. In his speech, Colonel al-Rumi welcomed 
the trainees and pointed out the importance of the session in preparing 
security officers in the ministries, government agencies and companies. 
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He also pointed out that the training program was designed to meet the 
necessary security requirements to protect key establishments, and as an 
initiative for constructive cooperation between the Administration and the 
other government agencies. It is also a sign of increasing security awareness 
and an application of the most recent training theories. The program also 
includes exercises in civil defence, fire protection, monitoring the security 
of different establishments, and the introduction of small firearms and first 
aid procedures to the trainees. A speech also was made by First Lieutenant 
Ahmad al-Darbas, in which he pointed out the importance of the conference 
under the present circumstances which requires the collaboration of all 
efforts. [Text] [Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 13 Oct 86 p 3] 13034/12851 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


INDUSTRY FLOURISHES AT HOME, FAILS TO REACH FOREIGN MARKETS 
Beirut AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 17 Jan 87 pp 42, 43 


(article: "Saudi Arabia Seeks an Arab Position in Face of the West's Rejection 
of Arab Industrial Products" ] 


(Text] Industrial development in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is considered 
recent relative to commercial activities. The economic policy of the Kingdom 
is aimed at diversifying the sources of its ewonomic base by decreasing 
dependence on the crude oil export sector as the principal source of national 
income and by producing a real change in the economic structure of the country 
through a continual evolution toward diversifying the productive base by 
concentrating on industry, agriculture, and the development of mineral 
resources and encouraging exploration for them and investment in them. The 
Kindgom of Saudi Arabia has defined the principles of its industrial policy in 
several points that include the encouragement and extension of the area of 
transformational industries and other areas based on industry, because of the 
contribution to the national income that these areas make, the establishment 
of the principle of free competition among industrial organizations, and the 
selection of projects more suitable to market needs. 


The government has undertaken to establish the large industrial projects that 
the private sector cannot undertake alone, although investment in them is open 
to the private sectcr or shares in these projects may be sold to the public at 
the appropriate time to achieve the public interest. The government also 
welcomes the participation of foreign experience and capital in the industrial 
sector and invites it to cooperate with Saudi businessmen in the establishment 
of industrial development projects. 


The industrial infrastructure of the Kingdom is based on two principal 
supports. They are: 


--The basic industries sector based on hydrocarbon substances; 
--The sector of transformational industries activities; 


The basis of industrial production in the Kingdom has broadened ti. embrace 
several sectors, including: 


68 








--Projects established and operated by the Saudi Arabian Basic Industries 
Corporation, SABIC. The majority of these projects are in the hydrocarbon 
industry, followed by the heavy metals industry. The industries with which 
SABIC concerns itself are characterized by very advanced technology and take 
the form of joint companies in which foreign partners have varying shares of 
capital not exceeding 50 percent. These industries compose what are called 
the basic industries. 


--The second sector in this base is the factories. Most of the projects in 
this sector have received loans from the Saudi Industrial Development Fund to 
construct factories. The production of these industries is directed primarily 
into the local market, in which competition under the principles of a free 
economy prevails. 


--The third sector is the small factories (workshops) that carry out repair 
activities and produce goods on a small scale. 


The number of productive factories in general at the end of 1985 was 1874, of 
which 79 percent were national and 21 percent were jointly owned and foreign. 
Their total capital was 59.8 million riyals, of which the share of national 
investment was 50.4 percent, and the joint foreign share was 49.6 percent. 
The number of workers in these factories was 126,204. 


The basic metals, construction, and engineering products activity is 
considered the most important of the industrial activities in terms of numbers 
(28 percent), followed by the construction materials industry, including 
cement (27 percent), then foodstuffs (16 percent), electricity (14 percent), 
then paper and printing (6 percent), lumber and related products (3 percent), 
and other manufactures (6 percent). 


In order to encourage the private sector to enter this field, the state has 
undertaken a number of activities that act as incentives to investors to enter 
the world of industry. These activities include the state's construction of 
several industrial cities equipped with the various necessary means to 
establish factories in them. A piece of land in these cities is given to 
initiators of authorized industrial projects at a moderate rent. In addition, 
great facilitations are offered in the area of services, including 
electricity, water, and fuel. As for customs exemptions, all goods that are 
factors of industrial production in the Kingdom are exempt from customs 
duties. Every Saudi company, whether it be manufacturing or not, is 
completely exempt from all taxes. However, they are subject to the zakat, 
which is a "small Islamic tax calculated on the basis of 2.5 percent of liquid 
stock." 


In the area of loans, the Saudi Industrial Development Fund offers loans to 
industrial establishments of up to 50 percent of the total costs of the 
project. These are repaid over a period of 5 or 10 years, beginning after a 
period ranging from 1 to 1 and 1/2 years from the beginning of production. 
The Fund does not receive any profit from these loans, except for 
administrative costs that are about 2.5 percent of each loan. 
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In order to encourage national industry, the state gives preference to 
national products over similar foreign ones, when the contract to insure their 
sale is made. In addition, there are protective customs measures for which a 
number of rules have been made, including that the national production be 
sufficient to cover the majority of the needs of the local market and that it 
be of an appropriate level of quality. Likewise, the industry whose 
protection is requested must be of importance to the national economy. 


Al-Jubayl and Yanbu' 


When discussing industry and industrialization in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
the discussion must touch on the two industrial cities in al-Jubayl and 
Yanbu', where the giant industries of the Kingdom have been established. 


The planning for the choice of the kinds of new industries that have been 
established at al-Jubayl and Yanbu' was completed with great care and aimed at 
making use of the principal mineral resources of the Kingdom to provide the 
necessary raw materials to fulfill the needs of local industry and the export 
needs. These industries range from light to heavy and from those that are 
Capital-intensive to those that are labor-intensive. The industries in the 
two cities are divided into three principal categories: primary industries, 
secondary industries, and support industries. 


The establishment of primary industries that have been created primarily for 
export purposes by joint-liability companies that have been formed between the 
government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and well-known international 
companies has been completed. 


The secondary industries are those that increase the value of the products of 
the primary industries or provide other important kinds of goods and services. 
Likewise, they provide the principal lebensraum for the investments of the 
private sector in the Kingdon. 


Except for the iron and steel factory in al-Jubayl, the primary industries 
currently located in the two cities of al-Jubayl and Yanbu' depend for the 
most part on hydrocarbon substances and include oil refineries, the 
manufacture of lubricants, gas extraction plants, and petrochemical and 
fertilizer plants. There are two governmental agencies that have 
responsibility for developing basic industries projects in both al-Jubayl and 
Yanbu'. They are the General Agency for Petroleum and Metals (Petromin), 
which is forming joint-liability companies of several nationalities to 
construct oil refineries and facilities for storing loose substances, and the 
Saudi Arabian Basic Industries Corporation, SABIC, which is operating in the 
Same way to create cther types of factories. 


If we take the basic industries in the al-Jubayl project, we find that the 
industrialization plan there includes 20 basic industries: 


--Three oil refineries 


--Six petrochemical factories 
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--Two fertilizer factories 

--Two methanol factories 

--An iron factory 

--A factory for industrial gases 


Most of the products of these industries are for export, either directly or 
after processing in secondary industries. What is consumed in local markets 
ranges between 10 and 15 percent of the total production of these industries. 


The basic industries area in Yanbu' is the basis for the tranformation of the 
area into an international center for the export of crude oil, petroleum and 
liquid petrochemical products, and primary materials. 


The development plan of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia called for the 
establishment of five projects for basic industries in Yanbu'. They are a 
station for the export of crude oil, a refinery for local consumption, another 
for export, a complex for natural gas extraction, and another for 
petrochemicals. These industries have begun the operation phase. There are 
six other basic industries still in the preliminary stages of design. 


Perhaps the projects that must be noted in the industrial city of Yanbu' and 
that are a clear indication of the path of industrial growth in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia are the Saudi Yanbu' Company of Petrochemicals, YANPAT, which is 
an enormous petroleum complex that was designed on an international level to 
produce ethylene, which is vonsidered the most important substance on which 
the petrochemical industry is focussed and which is treated chemically to 
produce other by-products. 


The Kingdom has been able to exploit its primary resources, the foremost of 
which is oil, in establishing giant industries. It has begun to seek markets 
abroad to market these products and, in marketing them, it has encountered 
obstacles and difficulties that the West, which traditionally dominates these 
markets and which does not wish to abandon this domination, has erected. Saudi 
officials believe that “the confrontation of these problems and obstacles must 
not be with appeals and begging; rather effective and decisive measures must 
be taken through collective and united Arab action, meaning that when the West 
places obstacles before Arab industries in general, we must also place 
obstacles before its goods and treat them the same way. 


13292 
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FORMATION OF NEW DEMOCRATIC FRONT ANNOUNCED 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 16 Jan 87 p 3 


[Text ] 


A number of _ political, 
trade union, - cultural, stu- 
dent organizations and 


Gonotantrik Biplobi Jote 


(Democratic Revolutionary 
Alliance) with Ae view A 
mobilizing n 

for othe realization 


toration the basic 
fundamental rights of the 
} | 


formation of the 
alliance was formally anno- 
unced last Sunday in a 
conference at the 

A ce een 
mong others, ya- 
badi Dal, le's 


ey =a association), Kris- 


tion, Trade Union Sangha, 
Jatiyo Sramik Andolon 
(national labor movement), 
Chaashi Mukti Samity (far- 
met's freedom aesocijation), 
ao + ae Samity, 
angladesh tra League, 
Samyabadi Tadasta Ando- 
Jon and Sat Chalachhitra 
Front (honest  cine-front) 
have announced their join- 
ing the alliance. 
Led by Badruddin Umar, 


the alliance has announced 
a 14-point declaration and 
a 20-point pr m. 

In the ration the 
— said that even _ 
achieving an independen 
territory in 1971 the people 
of the country did mot see 
any fusdamental political 
and socia) change in society. 
It said that siece the fall 
of the Awami League 
government in 1975, the 
country was be suled 
under direct or indirect 
martial law where the 
ple’s fundamental efghts 
were ' 


suppressed. 

_ It said that the tradition. 
al political forces, ike the 
8-party alliance, 7-party 
combioc, Jamaat-e-Islatni 
aud others, could not play 
any vital role because only 
an issue-based movement 
agaiast wartial law rule can 
never be successful. 

Only a joint democratic 
movement with unanimous 
unity of all the domocratic 
forces can set up a m- 
based movement to fight the 
existing situation, it added. 

The newly-formed _alli- 
ance inits program has 
decided to organize a broad- 
based movement to boycott 
the system of parliamentary 
election and to organize 
itself against the millitary 
aod apes nco rule. 

The program also advo- 
cated for cancelling all the 
unequal tremies with other 
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countries, for ensuring edu- 
cation and emp). yment for 


each and every person, for 
sod wanes to.all the crete’ 
classes, for u- 


people and for the establish- 
ment of the trade union 
rights of the workers, 
among others. 

Badruddia Umar in the 
press conference urged all 
the democratic forces to 
joia the forum for fighting 
— common enemies uni- 

y. 

The Democratic Revolu- 
tionary Alliance will orga- 
nize a central worker's 
council at Central Shaheed 


Minar and a public rally the 
same evening at the same 
venue, be said. 


In the press conference 
Badruddin Umar also said 
that the American éxpan- 
sionist group had alrea 
taken over the control of 
the socio-economic. ts 
of the country and all the 
social, economic, cultural, 
political and development 
programs of all the govern- 
ments during the last decade 
had a out = 
were g implemen 
with the pressures of those 
groups which were the real 


obstacles on the path of all 
develornscats. 


everythin 
like the 
national Monetary Fund 
and others, 

tle underscored the need 
of uniting all the social- 
democratic forces: and to 
streamline the movement of 
the downtrodden siass 
which he said was the only 
solution to the problems, 


He iterated that unity 
does not mean the unity of 
the socialists or the left- 
oriented forces but meant 
the unity of those who want 
to remove all the social con- 
troversies on the basis of a 


‘minium program so that 


everyone can take part in 
the reformation efforts of a 


P comprising people 
cen all tiers of the society. 

He saidthat different 
political parties in the 
country had their differcnt 
objectives and ideologies. 
But in spite of such differe- 
mces, thereare ways in 
which everySody can take 


‘part ina united movement 


under a common banner. 
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THIRD 5-YEAR PLAN IN TROUBLE, FACES REVISION 
Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 26 Dec 86 pp 1, 8 


[Article by Quamrul Islam Choudhury] 


[Text } ‘Kooneox backdrop and sectoral) growth targets 
"s ‘sésource. were not achieved, unexpe- 
constraints, balance of psy- cited price increases had 
ment crunch, stagnation, occured and the balance of 
inflation, slowing foreign trade had deviated from its 
aid inflow anda debt trap, _ projected level. — 
The of the 


Third Five-Year Plan (FY TFYP model ina national 
86-FY "90) in the middle of = seminar on applied general 
its second year hasrun into economic modelfor the 
troubles. — TFYP of Bangladesh held 
In the light of the. slug- at the Planning Commision 
gish performance on Dec. 21-22, 1 felt that 
the domestic and external information on deviations 


first year and a halfthe planned path and quantita- 
ny Re is tive estimates coupled with 
now 7 


Year Plan (FY ‘74-FY makers to more closely 

oo a growth rate — follow the pulse of the oa, 

of 7.4% year butaftera tional economy with a 
revision the actual growth leadership commitment. 
~ success of a 

Five-Year Plan (FY ‘8!-FY — genends on its im ~ 

85) growth rate was reduced tion. eed ag ma 

from the planned 7.2710 that the technical frame- 


5.4% after a mid- works of the FFYP as well 
review, but actual as the SFYP were gvod but 
ment was only 3.87. there were gaps in imple- 

Now a common _reali- mentation Soteen : the 


vation the agencies and the = formula- 
mews that in the wry tionof programs of pro- 

year of the TFYP jects. The implementation 
almost alj the aggregate problem is yet to be impro- 
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ved even in the second year 
of the TFYP. 


rams were not . based on 


the TFYP model nor 
consistent with the basis. 
of allocation. 


Officials claimed 3 4.9°% 
growth of GDP in the 
first fiscal year of the TFYP 
as reasonably satisfactory 
——— in the original ADP 
for .FY '86 GDP growth 
rate was estimated at 5.5%. 

The growing unemploy- 
ment, severe under-utilized 
capacity in the organized 
sectors, price upswing 
factors during the * chosing 
part of FY °86 and the first 
quarter of FR —_°87, invest- 
ment shortfall in the now- 
vital private sector and, 
above all, further accelerat- 
ion of the pauperizatioa 
process are hard economic 
facts in Bangladesh. 

For the broad section of 
the people, the fact that the 
number of people living 


. below the poverty line has 


been increasing, despite 
official claims about the 
pro-people orientation of 
the economic policies, have 


been matters of great concern. 


There is « general recog- 
nition within the country 





that the traditional ¢mploy- 
ment generating and income- 
augmenting development 
— has not succeeded in 
re gor even arrestizg 
the of pauperization. 
Planning Mioister 
nor the Finance Minister in 
their speeches has given any 
positive indication as to 
how the administration 
would really like to process 
in concrete operational 
terms its much-trumpeted 
poverty alleviation program 
within the given structural 
rigidities and fetters on the 
growth of productive poten- 
tials of the economy to 
make an cflective dent in 
the labyrinth of poverty. 
The planners were criti- 
cal of the functioning of the 
Bangladesh economy. The 
pressure of donors’ interest 
distorts our priorities ; we 
gofor projects for which 
loans arc = arranged by the 
supplier of the machines. 
The project feasibility is 
often made by the supplier. 
The planners’ collective 
experience is that the plan 
process is —. associ- 
ated with wavs which 
resources are actually allo- 
cated. Nobody takes plans 
seriously and the Planning 


Commission did not have 
even 10% freedom, the 


economists remarked. 
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PAPERS REPORT CONFERENCE OF JANAAT-—E -ISLAMI 
Acting Amir Speaks 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 26 Dec 86 pp 1. 12 


{Text ] The four: when , in Presidential 
pam, Sete Saale aks mete nina es 
Islarni was should resign. He that 
at: ieee y of ali poli — eo 
B trate 
eg i a he 
Cau 
try. About 2000 ‘rokons’ includ- parties to 0c careful Go- 
ing 73 women ate attending the vernment trick to divide them 
grand conference at the premi- 'y playing one against the other 
ses of Islamia in front of Mr. Khan his con-. 
Ershad ip ne cern over the situs 
ofsiamd’ ae yes oe / RUE oft. 
feauguented thn enei-cence e ~ 
leaders of different Dolliical persis i y the 
ee the inaugural country to facilitate the Jama- 
Sameln with the tetitation a 
ake big ineugural speech Mr. join the movement for building 
bbag sald that a- = netion-based Islamic _pri 
though Martial Law was with ples and values. He sa 
Jet bee camocracy hed not education should be stren 
yet berm | entabl ae ie the to build up 
major political Parties did not tose 


Concern Over Fconomy, Terrorism 
Dhaka THE NEW NATLON in English 28 Dec 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


the only way to overcome the 


Jamaat-e-Islami has :‘axpre- 
esed its cancerr: over wotsenin2 
of economic condition, detcciora- 
tion of law and order situation 
in the country. It ‘also called for 

Soviet withdrawal from Afghanis- 
tan and end to Ivan-Iraq war. 

A resolution at the third 


Islamic economic system was 


present economic crisis in the 
country. 


Expressing concern at tho 
law and order situation in the 
country, the party . said that 
terrorism, looting, bombing, 
hijacking, killing and othor crimes 
had become a daily phenomenon 
in the country. Jt urged the 
concerned yy to _ 
necessary stops to improve the 
law and order situation. 
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More on Resolutions 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in Fnglish 29 Dec 86 pp 1, 6 


{Text ] 


19274 
CSO: 


‘Mr Abbas Ali Khan Acting’ 


Ainiry of Jamaat-c-Isiami Bangla 
desh called - upon all to work 
for establishment of Islamic rule 
in the .country. He was addres 
sing the. concluding scssion of 
the four-day rokan (incmber) gow 
ference of the party on Sunday 
noon at Tongi. ‘The Jamaat Jea 
der also called upon all to parti 
cipate in the movement for estab 
lishnient of the 3 -Y" 
of franchise. Mr Khan 
over the conference, ' 
The conference in a resolution 
demanded .exemption of the agri 
cultural credit to introduce in 
terest-frec - agricultural loan sys 
tem, to reduce the financial bur 
sien now faced by the farmers. 
The conference criticised the 
present policy of the sovernmcnt 


4600/1369 
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about agriculture the backbone 
of economy, 

The conference also demanded 
of the government to raise the 
Ganges watct sharing issue i» 
the. international fosum and to 
iske effcctive measures to i 
clude Nepal to construct reser- 


voing there, ‘T'he resolution fur 
ther de salary and wages 
to the workers comensurate 


with Se pe of commodities. 
(he conference expressed con: 
cern over sion of the wo 
men and criticised presentation 
of women in Tunctions to receive 
dignitarics. The resolution alsy 

d grave concern over 
the situation in educational insti- 
tutions and observed thot ths 
government ws ‘trying to utilive 
the educational ee ‘a 
ed ban on students politi.s the 
conference held the view that 
voice of, the ous students 
cannot be gogged, 











PAPERS REPORT TALKS ON BANGLA-SOVIET TRADE PROTOCOL 


Improvement Needed 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in Fnglish 16 Jan 87 p 8 


{Text ] 
Bangladesh’s trade sur- 


lus with the Soviet Union © 


as become a major cause 
of concern fcr the govern- 
ment as there is no sign 
of immediate improvement 
in the situation. It has 
been trying for a long 
period to reduce the consj- 
derable amount of trade 
surplus generated owing to 
the poor import of commo- 
dities from the Sovict Union 
due to various difhculties 
including the lack of stan- 
dandization and competitive 
prices of the Soviet commo: 
dities, according to official 
sources. 

Bangladesh has sustained 
a cumulative trade imba- 
lance of about 3 miliion 


pound sterlings so far from 
Fiscal 1980 to Fiscal 1986 
under barter arrangements. 
At nt trade protocol 
XV in Operation since 
31st March last year. 


The sigiing of this pro- 
tocol was delayed for soine- 
time due to diplomatic §set- 
back with the Soviet Union. 
Earlicr Bangladesh’s trade 
surplus with USSR had risen 
to 4 miliion pound sterlings. 
The amount could’ not be 
reduced substantially despite 
Bangladesh's efforts. 


Under different barter 
protocols, Bangladesh has 
exported commodities worth 
over 731.50 crore takas so 
far and has imported very 
little leaving a huge trade 


Protocol Sipned 


BANGLADESH 


. surplus. Excessive fieight 


charges of the Soviet com- 
maidities have also been 
standing onthe way to 


expanding import trade 


from the Soviet Union. 


Against this backdrop, 
Bangladesh and the Sovict 
Union started a five-day 
irade consultation from last 
Tuesday. An_ oflicial level 
Soviet trade  de'cgation 
artived in Dhaka fast 
Monday to find ways and 


means to reduce the outstan- 


ding trade imbalance bet- 
ween the two countries. 
Both the sides might 
sign a new trade protocol - 
number XVE after the con- 


clusion of the bilateral 


talks. 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in Ingplish 19 Jan 87 pp 1, 12 


[Text ] 





Beliaev, signed the protocol on be- 
half of their respective government. 
The principal items to be cx- 
from Bangladesh are jutc, 

eloth, jute bags, raw jute, goat skin, 
crust and finished leather, tea and 


readymade garments. 
The stipulated increase in the 


Rangladesh and the Sovict Union 
in Dhika on ym hg 47-- . 

million pound sterling f pro- 

tocol between the two ommes for’ 


‘: Secretary A.B.M. 


Commer 
Ghulam Mostafa and Sovict 
Ambassador to Rangladesh V.G. 
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volume of export of jute goods, raw 


port to the USSR, the sources said. 
The trade delegation from the 


cials of the Ministry of Commerce. 
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INDIAN EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER VISJ‘'S \)HAKA 


Talks With Ershad, Foreign Minister 


Dhaka THE BANGLADES! OBSERVER in English 8 Jan 87 p 1 


{Text ] 


The visiting Indian External 
Affairs Minister Mr. Narayan Datt 
Tiwari called on President Hussain 
Muhammad Ershad at President's 
Secretariat in Dhaka on Wednes- 


day, reports BSS. 
“bung the . Me. Tiwari 
with the t the 


of the ‘Tin 
Si ect hagas 
also apprised the President of the 
solos = sae cue tana of India 3 
ta oward over 
the corridor as Latest Gus 


apreconeat. signed betwrcn Bang: 


ladesh and India. 

The Indian External Affairs 
Minister, who came to Dhaka on 
Tuesday also discussed with the 
President the question of sharing of 
Ganges water and its augmentation 
in cooperation with Nepal. 

ration between the two 
countries for maintenance of peace 
on common borders also came up at 
the discussion. 

Presidential spokesman told BSS 
that President was. also in- 
2 preety ogra ta | 
of data on South Talpatty ists 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 9 Jan 87 p 1 


in this context, Ms. Siwari 
apnised the President of the prog: 
icss inade by both sides for de- 
mar: ation of the maritime boundary 
beiween the two on the 
basis of cquality good neigh- 
bourliness, 

Mr. ‘Tiwari conveyed New Year's 
etcctings to President Frshad from 
Indian Prime Ministcs Rajiv Gandhi 
who also enquired abvut the health 
of the President following a correc- 


‘tive nasal operation. 


Forcign Minister Humayun 
Rasheed Chowdhury, Indian 
Secretary for Water Resources R.R. 
lyer, and Indian High Commission- 
cr to Bangladesh 1.8. Chadha were 
present. 

Another report adds: Bangladesh 
and India on Wednesday held talks 
covering the “entire gamut” of bi- 
lateral relation. 

_ Forcign Minister Humayun 
Rasheed Chowdhury Iced the Bang- 


ladesh side while Indian External’ 


Affairs ‘Minister Narayan Datt 


‘Tiwari headed his country's delcga- — 


tion. 

Bangladesh delegation included 
Irrigation ‘and Watcr Resources 
Minister Anisul Islam Mahmud . 


Joint Press Conference 


‘the talks at the Forcigen Ministry 
lasted one hour ant a kalf and it is 
fcarnt that aff issues of common 
interest came up for discussions. 

indian External Affnirs Minsiter 
artived in Dhaka on a three-day 
visit casentially to discuss maticts 
related to South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation. It is Mr. 
‘liwati's first visit to this country. 

It is Icarnt that two sides reviewed 
the SAARC activities and discussed 
ways and means to further consoli- 
date the regional cooperation. Bi- 
lateral issucs like the sharing of the 
Ganges water, the tribal issuc and 
Tin Bigha issuc came up for discus- 


sion. 

" ‘The Indidn Minister also met De- 

ty Prime Minister in charge of 

fome Ministry Professor A. 
Matin and int tion and Watcr 
Resources Minister Mr. Anisu! 
Islam Mahmud. 

‘The Indian Minister leaves Dhaka 
tuday (Thursday) at the end of his 
visit. It is expected that two mitis- 
ters will throw light on the details of 
thei eveeloues Cele CUpreredov) 


[Text] Bangladesh and India have agreed to cooperate with each other to 
control the insurgent activities of Chakma tribals in Chittagong Hill Tracts. 
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Disclosing this to ncwsmen at a 
joint Press conference at Zia Inter- 
national Airport on Thursday, the 
Indian Forcign Minister, Mr: 
Narayan Datt ‘Tiwari; and his Bang- 
ladcsh counterpart, Mr. Humayun 
Rashecdd Chowdhury, said that the 
two countries wanted an end to the 
insurgency by Chnkma tribals in 
Chittagong Hill ‘Tracts. The two 
Ministcrs met the Press before the 
departure of Mr. Tiwari at the end 
of his three-day visit to Bangladesh. 

Replaying to a question the Indi- 


an Foreign Minister denicd that the, 


Chakma insurgents had any training 
camp inside the Indian border. 
When a correspondent asked him 
whether the training camps inside 
the Indian territory would be dis- 
mantled, Mr. Tiwari jokingly told 
the correspondent “you are very 
clever to take a reply from me on 
camps which do not at all cxist”. 

Mr. Humayun Rasheed Chow- 
dhury who was sitting beside Mr. 
Tiwari said that the result of th¢ 
commitment for cooperation would 
be reflected by actual end of in- 


surgency. He also asserted that the . 


root of insurgency should also be 
finished and “we have been assured 
by India about this”, * 
The two Ministers informed that 
the repatriation of over 24,000 
Chakma refugees whose antcce- 
dents and particulars had alrcady 
been verified would begin on Janu- 
ary 15 through three border posts. 
The Indian Foreign Ministcr 
termed his first visit to Bangladesh 
as “very fruitful” onl said “I am 
going satisficd with talks with the 
leaders of Bangladesh.” He added 
that though his visit was basically a 
goodwill onc, he utilized the occa- 


‘sion to have discussions on matters 


relating to SAARC and all impor- 
tant issucs including the question of 
river waters, Tin Bigha, boundary 
demarcation, Chakina refugees, the 


. question of insurgency, vested prup- 


erty dnd economic cooperation. 
He said that the two sides reaf- 
firmed ‘their determination to 
strengthen bilatcral cooperation. 
He disclosed that the direct dialling/ 
telephone service between India 
and Bangladesh would be intro- 
duced from March 26, the National 
Day of Bangladesh. At this point, 
Mr. Humayun £ usheed Chowdhury 
added that the dialling system would 
be inaugurated through a call by 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to 


> 


President Ershad. 


-- On Tin Bigha issue, Mr. Tiwari 


said that, he had: apprised Bang- 
lacesh of the steps India were taking 
pursuant to judgement of Calcutta 
High Court. fe expressed his 
optimism about resolvitig this issue 
soon. 

The Indian Minister said that the 
question of a long term solution of 
the river waters was discussed by the 


Problems With India 


two sides. On the river waters issuc 
the two sides took stock of the 
present position of the work of the 
Joint Conmittee of Experts and 
noted that Neqal's response to the 
JCE’s request for data and informa. 
tion was still awaited, he added. He 


’ further informed that the twy sides 


agreed for extension of the Teesta 
water agreement. 

the two sides agreed that the 

indo-Bangladesh Joint Economic 
Commission will mect in New Delhi 
cither in April or May. ‘The mecting 
will review the progress of cconomic 
cooperation between the two coun: 
tries. 
* Me. Viwari informed that a Bang 
ladesh delegation will visit India by 
the end of this month to discuss the 
extension of the protocol on inland 
water transit. 

In reply to a question, the Indian 
Minister said that the question of 
the sharing of the Ganges water was 
matter of constant talks between the 
two sides. He said that according to 
agreement 4035 kilometer of land 


‘border between the two counttics 


had alreddy been demarcated and 
another 125 kilometer would he 
demarcated soon. 

Reiterating India's commitment 
to cooperate with the SAARC Sec- 
tetariat Mr. Tiwari welcomed the 
appointment of Mr. Abul Ahsan as 
the first Secretery-Gencral of the 
SAARC. 

Referring to his talks with Bang- 
ladesh leaders, the Indian Forcign 
Minister hoped that his first visit 
would further strengthen political 
and ccomomic relations between 
Bangladesh and India. 

Mr. Tiwari left for Bangkok to 
visit Vietnam. 
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[Article by Special Correspondent and Ahmed Faz1] 


[Text ] 


Billed as 1 goodwill 
visit with the avowed 
intention of promoting the 
cause of Saarc Indian 


the non-fulfilment of promi- 
ses «made by New ‘Delhi 
with regard to resolving 
various bilateral problems. 


External Affairs Minister He had also come with a 
N.D. Tiwari had other fresh proposal for allowing 


obligations to fulfil ducing 
his three day stay in Dhaka. 

He had come fo heal the 
rupture in the Indo-Bangla- 
desh relations resulting from 


India a railway corridor 
through Bangladesh to link 
‘Assam with West Bengal. 
Bangladrsh made no 
effort to conceal its displea- 
sure at the dragging of fect 
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by ladia of various crucial 
insnes 


This was quite evident 
fromthe reactions of the 
government comrolled 
media in => Rangindesh, 
Rangiadesh Television ran a 
viewal report o@ the cons- 
truction of a road along the 
lnclo- Bangladesh border with 
the active support of the 
bardor security force perso- 
neel, The road 
up denpite the protest of the 

government. ° 
iwari's visit coincided 


with the in Obeka . 
of the ehlef of People's Libe- 


tion Army of China ani 
Prince Kasia Aghs Khan, 
head of Shia Ismaifia com- 
meen i 


y- 
- . The productive ontcome 
of Mr. Tiwari's visit to 
Whaka was a verbal under- 
standing helween the two 
cowntcies regarding tribal 
imeurgency. Dhaka and 
New Dethi have agreed not 
to provide sunctuaries to 
tribal insurgents. 

A similar agicement was 
arived at betwern the mili- 
tary headers of the two 
conmtties who met ata 
piace = nene Chittagong 
recently. 

Wangladesh has not made 
ORY Positive commitment to 
the Indian propusal of 4 
tailway corridos. Consent 
by Bangladesh contd lead 
won explosive — political 
Miuation. fadia now wants 
tottade the handing over 
ow Vie Bigha corridor with 
at passage to Assam (through 


be memorandum of 


wederstanding on the shar: | 


ing of the Tcests water was 
extended wp to December 
1987 but ao progress was 
mads on the Ganges issuc. 

There has beea no word 
either from New Delhi or 
Ihaka on the wmicome of 
the irpartite talks held in 
& Yon augmenting 
the Gow of the Canges 
water with Nepal joining 
hands with India and 
Raneladesh. 





is coming 


Mr. Tiwari made vague 
references to the handing 


over of Tin Ri corridor 
to ahkhough 
Prime inter Gandhi = is 


on record at «saying =the 
matter would be expedited. 
He had made this commit- 
ment before the presidential 
election in Bangladesh. 

So long New Delhi had 
delayed the handing over 
by stating that the issue 
was lying before the Calcu- 
tta High Court for adjudi- 
cation. The Calcutta | - 
Court has dic of ¢ 
case but the ladian govern. 
ment has not acted upon 
the verdict of the court. 

The plight of the penple 
of three enclaves with no 
link to the mainland is well 
known. There has been no 
effort at easing the problem 
by the government of India. 
The [Indian government 
even has often: obstructed 
the movement of  Rangla- 
desh government officials, 

The state of Indo-Bane- 
ladesh relations is not as it 
should be. Bangladesh has 
made friendly overtures to 
maintain healthy neighborly 
telations hut the indian 
response has always been 
wanting in warmth. 

The change of wind that 
was markedly visible after 
Rajiv Gandhi took = over 
from his slain mether — is 
againin the process of 
being reversed. India’s rela- 
fions with its immediate . 
neighbors have aggravated 
in recent times, 

Domestic problems may 
have been «a compulsion tur 
a swift shift in New Delhi's 
attitude to its neighbors. 

There were no flowering 
of hope for aa end to — the 
nagaing disputes betucen 
‘ Bangladesh nnd India as the 
Jndian =FExiernal = Affairs 
Minister Narayan = Udatt 
Tiwari arrived in =Dhaka 
for talks with Bang- 
lodesh leaders, It was 
therefore no surprise that 
he left for Bangkok on wav 
to Victnam with the issues 
still simmering. 
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than 90 minutes. 


In an arrival statcment, 
Mc Tiwari, vom he 
head of the Indian foreign 
Minisiy Mest October in a 
major cabine: seshufile, suid 
that he had come to Dhaka 
in the Saarc (South 
eens a soe 

oopera 
the tone of the discussions 
with offivials here. 

While Bangladesh had 
becn keen on = achievin 
progress on vital bilatera 
issnes like the sharing of the 


dry season flow of the River . 


Ganges, the handing of the 
‘lin Bigha land corridor, 
the delimitation of the 
maritime includ- 
ing sovercignty of South 
Talpatty and the halting of 
cross berder insurgency, 
the Indian side was more 
interested in the general 
ing of regional coopere- 
tion. 

The critical questions on 
the Ganges which have been 
eluding a solution for more 


_ than three decades remained 


where they were before. 
Only that the Joint Rivers 
Commission.-an equally 


_tepresented boily of experts 


and officials of the two 
countries-—would be meetin 
sometime in the first half o 
the new year to discuss the 
common rivers issue. 

On other bilateral 
problems Mr. Tiwari was 
willing only to give hopes 
for ancarly resolution. In 
fact, issues like Tin Bigha, 
South Talpatty and violence 


‘along the common = c¢astern 


border were put back into 
the cupboard. 

Mr. ‘Tiwari in Dhake 
had formal talks with 
Foreign Minister Humayun 
Choudhury lasting for more 
He called 
on President Ershad and inet 
with Deputy Prime Miois- 
tee M.A. Matin and 
Kivigation Minister Anisul 


aoe | 


Jeiawn Mahenud., - 

Officials indicated = that 
in «= all «these §=—- meeting 
Bangladesh stressed tt 
urgency of the. issues and 
their impact on bilateral ties. 

The results of there talks 


terroriam, The Indian side 
continued to deny 7 
tions from Bangladesh that 
Chakma_ tribal insurgents 
omeegrn to the outlawed 
Shan hini = came from 


- “sanctuaries” in the castern 


Iodian state of Tripura. 
“There afe no such 
sanctuaries in Tripura and 
elsewhere,” Mr Tiwari 
emphatically declared ata 
news con cc _ before 
emplaning for Bangkok. 


- Bangladesh . has also 


- agteed to take back 24,000 
Chak 


ma refugees who have 
been housed in Tripura 
border camps. 

Indian officials claimed 
that 29,000 tribal refugees 
went across the border after 
repeated atiacks by the 

| tribesmen on Bengali 
settlements in Chittagong 
Hill Tracts. 

A decision was taken to 
introduce direct dialling 
vetween the capitals of the 
two countries from January 
26 with President Ershad 
receiving the first telephone 
call onthe new line from 
Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi 

Officials also said that 


‘the question of construction 


ofaring road by India 
along the border was not 
raised by the’ Bangladesh 
side at the talks. 

The Tiwari visit and the 
talks during the “ust threc 
days were virtually a replay 
of earlior bilateral meets as 


‘far as the Ganges and the 


border issues are concerned. 
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REPORTAGE ON VISIT OF PRC CHULEF OF GENERAL STAFF 


Arrival 7 . 


January 
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[Text } 


Mr. Yang De-Zhi, Chicf of 
General Staff, Chinese People's Li- 
beration Army arrived in Dhaka on 
Wednesday on a five-day — 
visit to 

Mr. Yang De-Zhi was vil 
nicd by Madam Shen Ge-Jun and a 
10 member delegation including De- 
puty Chief of General staff, Chinesc 
People's Liberation army Mr. Xu 
Xin, an ISPR Press release said. 

Mr. Yang and members .of his 
delcagation were reccived at the Zia 
International Airport by Chief of 
Army Staff Lt. Gencral Muhammad 
Atiqur Rahman, ‘Chief of Naval 
Staff Rear Admiral Sultan Ahmed, 
Chief of Air Sivff Air Vice-Marshal 
Sultan Mahmud and other senior 
Officers from the Ministry of De: 
fence, the C-in-C scerctariat and the 
services headquarters. 


The Chinese Ambassador to 
Bangladesh Mr. Zheng Jianying was 
also present at the airport to wel- 
come the isti guests. 

The leader of the delegation later 
called on Chief of Army Staff 1.1. 
Gencral Muhammad Atiqur Rah- 
man at the army headquarters and 
discussed =matters of mutual in- 
terests. 

Eartics. svon after his arrival, Mr. 
Yang procecded to Dhaka Canton- 
ment where he was piesented with a 
guard of honour by smart contin- 
gents of Army, Navy and Air Force. 

ile then went to the Shikha Anir- 
ban (the cternal flame) and placed 
floral wreath in memory of the 
members of the Armed Forces who 
had laid down their lives in the War 
wf Liberation in 1971, 


Mecting With Ershad 
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{ Text ] 


Tho visiting Chief of Gene- 


ral Staff of 


Chinese People's 


Liberation Army Mr. Yang De- 
zhi called on President Ershad 


at the 


Supreme Commander's 
ofiee yesterday morning, reports 


Chief of Army Staff Lt. 
General M. Atique Rahman, 
Defence Sccrctary Kazi Jalal- 
widin Ahmed, Chinese Amhbas- 
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military demonstration at the 
exercise area og the local 
army oven 


ae at om Smiti Sondha. 
f. 

bers of his detcgation attended 
a dinner hosted by Chief of 
Army Staff Lt Genvral Muham- 


mad Atiqure Rahman at the AHQ 


officers, mess last night. 

Speaking on the occasion 
Mr. Yang De Zhi said that tho 
relations of friendly cooperation 
between China and Bangladesh 
as well as the two armed forces 
have been developing satisfacto- 
tily since the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between the 
two countries. 

Mr. Yang cxpressed = his 


De-Zhi and mem- 


satisfaction over the develop- 
ment made by Bangladesh arms 
forces during the recent years 
and said that they have also 
made great contributions to the 
political stability and economic 
developmen 


stele 

In his address of ene, 
Chief of Army Staff Lt. Ge 
Muhammad Atiqur Rahman 
said the foundation of good 
relations established betwoon 
the governments, armod 
forces and above all the highest 
political leaders of our two 
countrids will further be streng- 
thened in future. 
geJun wife of the visiting Chi. 

Un, wild O ng x 

nese chief of staff, witnes- 
sed a lively cultural show at the 

- Shishu Academy here ay. 


Madam Shen ge- Jun in her 
address to the children of the 
Academy said, that she was very 
happy to be with them and hoped 
they would continue to add frag- 
rance to the glory of their cou- 


was very gtateful to the people 
of China for theis generous help 
hes form of instruments and 


Rrshad Hosts Dinner 


President Hussain Muhammad 
Ershad said in Dhaka on Saturday 
nigh. that Bangladch and China are 
two friendly countries and close 
neighbours whose cordial relations 
stemmed from time immemorial, 
reports BSS. 

The President was speaking at the 
dinner hosted by him in honour of 
the Chief of General Staff of the 
Chinese People's Libcration Army 
Mr. Yang De-Zhi and members of 
his delegation at Bangladesh. [ic 
‘said the bond of decp brotherly 
rclations between the two countrics 
forged with the visit of Bangladesh 
by Chinese travelicrs Hucn-Sang 
and Fa Hien and to China by the 
great Buddhist religous scholar At- 
ish Dipankar has through ages re- 
mained intact. 

President Ershad, who is algo the 
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Supreme Commander, said the re- 
cent increasing cconomic, social and 
cultural cooperation between Bang- 
ladesh and China is the result of that 
bond. 

The President said recent setting 
up of the Sundarbans Textile Mills 
and the launching of the construc- 
tion work of the China-Bangladcsh 


Friendship Bridge over the river 
Buriganga through active coopera- 
tion of China and taking up of the 
construction of a school in China at 
the Bangladcsh initiative are the 
testimony of deep-rooted friendship 
between the two countrics. 

In his specch, the Chief of Gener- 
al Staff of the People’s Liberation 
Army of China Mr. Yang De-Zhi 
tnanked President Ershad, the Gov- 
ernment of Bangladesh and the pco- 
pie for warm hospitality accorded to 
him and members of his delegation. 





Visits to Bases 
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{Text ] 


CHITTAGONG, Jan. 10:-- ‘The 
visiting Chinese People's Liberation 
Army Chief of Gencral Staff Mr. 
Yang De-Zhi: visited the BNS Issa 
Khan naval base and the BAF Base 
Zohurul Hoque here today, says 
ISPR press release. 

On their arrival at the Chittagong 
Airport, Mr. Yang De-Zhi and the 
members of the delegation were 
received by the Chief of the Air 
Staff Air Vice Marshal Sultan 
Mahmud and other high military 
officers. A smart contingent of 
Bangladesh Air-Force presented a 
guard of honour. 

The Chief of’ Army Staff Lt. 
General Muhammad Atiqur Rah- 
man, Chinese Ambassador to Bang- 
ladesh Mr. Zheng Jianying and the 


Chief of Gencral Staff Bangladesh 
Army Major Gencral Abdul Wahed 
accompanicd the —distingushed 
guests. 


The visiting delegation then drove 
to the local Air-Force base and 
visited a Squadron there. 

Later, they went to the local naval 
‘base BNS Issa Khan where they 
were received by Chicf of Naval 
Staff Rear Admiral Sultan Ahmad. 
A smart contingent of ee 
Navy presented a guard of ur 
* there. 

The dis od gucsts then 
boarded on BNS Ali Hyder and 
witnessed an ve steam-past 


tof BNS and crafts 
Fee reeaahaly chee.” 


Ll January Departure 
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{Text } 
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‘the Zia international Airport 


Mr. Yang De-Zhi, Chief of 
General Staff, Chincse People’s Li- 
besation Army and members of his 
delegation feft Dhaka on Sunday 
ending a five-day goodwill visit to. 
Bangladesh, says an ISPR Press: 
releasc, reports BSS. 

Mr. Yang De-Zhi was accompa- 
nicd by Madam Shen Ge-jun and a 
tcn-member delegation including 
Deputy Chief of General Staff, 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. 

Mr. Yang Dc-Zhi and members 
of his delegation were scen-off at 
b 
Chicf of Army Staff Lt. Seanad 
Muhammad Atiqur Rahman, Chicf 
of Naval Staff Rear Admiral Sultan 
Ahmad, Chief of Air Staff Air 
Vice-Marshal Sultan Mahmud and . 
senior officers of the Ministry of 
Defence, The Supreme .Commana | 


Headquarters and Serviccs Head- 
quarters. 
The Chincse Ambassador to 
Bangladesh Mr. Zlieng Jianying was 
also present. 
Earlier, Chief of Army Staff and 
Begum Atique, Chief of Naval Staff 
‘and Begum Sultan Ahmad and the 
. Chief of Air Staff and Begum Sultan 
} Mahmud paid return calls on the 
_ Chinese People’s Liberation Army 
. Chief of General Staff at the state 
‘ guest house “Padma” on Sunday 


During his visit in Dhaka Mr. 
Yang De-Zhi called on President 
Hussain Muhammad Ershad and 
Chiefs of Staff of the three serviccs. 
He also laid wreath at Shikha Anir- 
ban at the Dhaka Cantonment and 
-the Jatiya Smriti Soudha at Savar 
and visited places of interest in 
Dhaka and Chittagong. ‘ 
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AWAMI LEAGUE HOLDS FIRST COUNCIL SESSION SINCE 1981 

| Shetkh Hasina Opens Meeting 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 2 Jan 87 pp 1, 8 
{Text | 


* Begum Sajeda Chowdhury hoisted 





‘The three-day council session of 
Bangladesh Awami League began 
at the Institution of Engincers, Dha- 
ka with:a call by party Cheif Sheikh 
Hasina for a united movement by 
the progressive democratic and the 
pro-liberation forces for restoration - 
of the lost rights of the people. The : 

of the Awami Leaguc would 
to carry forward the struggle for 
establishment of the people's rulc 
bringing an end to “dictatorship,” 
she said. A total of about 2,500 
councillors and cqual number of 
delegates are attending the session. 
It may be recalled that the last 
council session of the party was held . 
in Febuary, 1981 which elected 
Sheikh Hasina, daughter of Banga- 
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as 
the compromise candidate. She was 
in exile in Delhi, when she was 
elected party chief. 

The first mecting of the working 
committee was also held in Delhi in - 
March, 1981. It may be mentioned 
that a sizeable faction of the party ' 
broke away and formed Bangladcsh - 
Krishak Sramik Awami Leaguc | 
(BAKSAL) in the line with the . 
onc-party rule introduced by the 
Awami League Government in. 
1975. Some of the deserter leaders. 
again returned to the fold of Awami 
League. 
The date of holding council ses-— 
sion was shifted. thrice since 1985. In 
~ albany printed speech Sheikh. 

gave a comparative re 
of achievements of Awami on 
government under the leadership of 


Shcikh Mujibur Rahman and the 
prevailing deteriorating economic 

Dwelling at length on socio- 
economic condition of the country 
Sheikh Hasina said that the out- 
come of military rule during the last 


11 years has been the absolute | 


authority of autocratic cule. All 
democratic insitutions have becn 
destroyed, principles of rule of law 
negated and violation of basic hu- 
man rights Ied to the concentration 
of powers in the hands of a handful 


of people. Democracy has taken the | 


shape of Ayub’s pattern in their 
hands, she said. She further said 
that the nation witnessed continous 
political and economic instability 
and erosion of moral and social 
values during the last 11 years. 

- This vicious circle installed in 
power should be removed through a 
mass movement, she said. A perma- 


nent end to autocratic rule has to be. 


brought through relenticss struggic, 
she noted. 


Criticising the Seventh Amend-_ 


ment of the Constitution, she said 
that it has becn donc to 
“legal coverage to all illegal activi- 
ties of the period from March 24, 
1982 to November 10, 1986. Ziaur 
Rahman’s Fifth Amendment had 
indemnified all activities of his four- 
year rule and similarly President 
Ershad’s Seventh Amendment also 
gave Icgal to cover all his activities 
under the Martial Law, she 
observed. 

Earlier, Party Chief Sheikh Easi- 
na and Acting General Secretary 
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national flag and party fag respec- 
tively to inaugurate the session. The 
session moved a resolution condotl- 
ing the death of party leader Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, his family mem- 
bers and four central Icadcrs killed 
inside the Dhaka central jail and 
party workers and supporters, mar: 
tyrs of five-point movement am! 
intellectuals and international digni- 
taries. 

Though the council  scssivn 
moved a resolution condoling the 
death of former Indian Prime Minis- 
ter Indira Gandhi but did not in- 
clude the name of late President 
Ziaur Rahman and Justice Abdus 
Sattar. 

Mr.:M.A. Samad of Gano Azadi 
League, Mr. M. Farhad of CPR, 
Syed Ashraf Hossain of NAP 
(Muzaffer) Chowdhury Harunur 
Rashid of NAP (unificd) addressed 
the inaugural function. 

Diplomats attending the function 
include Ambassador of Algeria and 
representatives from Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia, Australia, Paletsinc 
Libcration Organisation (PLO) Un- 
ited States of America and Pakistan. 

The British High Commissioner 
in Bangladcsh sent a message and a 
representative from British Labour 
Party also attended the inaugural 
session. Acting General Sccretary 
Begum Sajeda Chowdhury read out 
her 70-page printed report. 

She demanded resignation of 
President Ershad and cancellation 
of membership of Jatiya Party MPS. 

The inaugural session was fol- 
lowed by a cultural function. 
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{Text } 


The subject committee on the 
second day of the Awami [caguc 
Council session on Friday in a two 
and q half hours meeting finalised 
the proposed amendments to the 
party constitution and manifesto. 
The Committee also empowered 
Party President Sheikh Hasina to 
name members of the Presidium, 
Gencral Secretary, other secretaries 
and members of the Central Work- 
ing Committee. : 

However, it is learnt that all the 
existing members of the Presidium 
with the exception of Mrs. Zohara 
Tajuddin may be replaced by new 
face and a central advisory commit- 
tce is likely to be formed with the 
preset members of the Presidium. 
There may be inclusions in 
the party Presidium, it. is learnt. 

Peuple in small groups were 
found possible namcs of 
General Secretary, and otl:er Sccte- 
taric... Prescat tint Sui iciary Aad. 
Hossain Amu .fesentment 
from some districts is likely to be 
elected as General Secretary. Lob- 
bying in favour of Mr. Tofayel 
Ahmed was going on for the post. 
But the name of Mr. Zillur Rahman 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION 


[Text ] 


District leaders of Awami 
League yesterday urged the party 
high command to chooso its new 
war comprising those 
without the ‘stigma of collabora- 
ting’ with the government formed 
in the wake of the August 15, 
1975 change-over. 

They also callod for build- 
~- . organisation at grassroot 

evel. 

They were among 35 leaders 
nf the party’s distsict committecs 
from Raishahi and Khulna 
divisions who tticipatend 
on the second day in the pro- 
ceedings of the party council 
sessiun, now being held at the 
Institution of Engincers in city. 

Reginning at 10 a.m. the 
sewund-day sbsslun corttinucd : 
until 9 om’ 


2 Jan Meeting Reported 


MP is also being discused as a 
candidate. Mr. M.A. 

Jalil from INuagaon is likely to be 
one of the two Joint Secretaries. 
Though the other names could not 
be known. Mr. Tofayel Ahmed is 
likely to be given a lift to the post of 
Joint Secertary. In that case present 
Office Sccretary Mohammad Nasim 
MP is likely to be clected Organis- 
ing Secretary. a 
New faces like Mr.- Mostafa Jalal 
Mohiuddin, Mr. Fazlur Rahman 


. MP, Mr. Faziul Huq are likely to 


find places in the Secretariat. Some 
of the party Icaders who joincd 
Bangladesh Krishak Sramik Awami 
League and later return to partyfold 


are also likely to be given offices. 


They are Mr. S.M. Yusuf, Mr. 
Snafiqul Aziz Mukul. 

It is further learnt that the subject 
committee approved creation of 
new post of Secretaries. But the 
number will be decided by the party 
chief to meet her requirement for 
accommodation of persons. The re- 
ports from districts of Rajshahi and 
Khulna Divisions were placed on 
the second day on Friday. Reports 
from two other districts will be 
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Presidents and goneral sect- 
ctarics of 35 district committces 
laced their repotts on the day, 
fn which some northern district 
loaders also cautioned tho party 
leadership about the growth of 
the Communist Party of Bangla- 
desy, (CPB) a party ally in the 
cight-party alliance. 
Some of them were of the 
opinion that tho CPB and its 


allics were building up thele 
grasssout organisations, parti- 
culacly ia the northern districts. 

A proposal for constructing 
a mausolcum in honour of late 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was 
also moved by a leader of the 
southern districts. 

As the district leaders were 
placing their reports at the open 
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More Details on 2 Jan Meeting 


heard today (Saturday). However, 
the council was adjourned from 3 
p.m. till 5-—30 p.m. for the subject 
committee mecting. The two scs- 
sions on Friday was followed by a 
cultural function. . 

The election of the Central Com- 
mittee is likely to be held late 
Saturday night for which the coun- 
cillors and delegate arc waiting 
cagerly.. 

Meanwhile, it may also be men- 
tioned that Party Chief Sheikh Hasi- 
na has also been authorised to 
choose office-bcarers for the City 
unit of the party. Names of Mr. 
Mohammad Hanif and Mr. Mozaf- 


far Hossain Paltu as President and 


Mr. Mofazzal Hossain. Maya and 
Mr. Abul Kashcm came up for the 
post of Secretary. Mr. Mozaffar 
Hossain Paltu and Mr. Mofazzal 
Hossain Maya are likely to bc 
elected. In that case Mr. Hanif is 
likely to be taken in the Central 
Secretariat. It may be recalled that 
the council of the party's City unit 
was held on December 31 at the 
Institution of Engineers which was 
also cddressed by the Party Chief. © 


air session of the counci!, the 
pactty’s working com:nittce met 
in camera. discussing the forma- 
tion of asubject committe to 
clect new leadershio after a 
gap of five years since the last 
party council in 1981. 

Certain amendments to the 
party constitution which, 
among others: = proposed cnlac- 
ging thé size of ine Avant 
Leacuce presidiun and the Scc- 
retariat could not be moved on 
the day as scheduled, 

Coming out of the council 
session at the premises of the 
Institution of Engineers, party 
President Sheikh Hlasina told 
newsinen at 9-10 p,m. that thuse 

‘ would be moved today. 

She sald that the amende- 

ments could not be moved ves- 





terday because the district com- 
mittces’ repost from all the four 
divisions could nt be placed. 

The council scssion resuines 
at 9 a m today. 


It will also elect the now 
p of the party, pacticu- 
larly the goneral secretary, theo 


post which romained vacant 
since the splijin the party in 
August 1943. 

: Tho thon Awami Leaguo 
General Secretary Abdur Raz- 
zak and three other presidium 
members left the party to form 
Baksal. 


Meeting, Ends, New Officials 





Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 4 Jan 87 pp 1, 8 


{ ‘Text } 


The three-day council ses- 
sion of Bangladesh Awami Lca- 
gue concluded last night re- 
electing Sheikh Hasina as party 
saan nd elevating acting 

eneral Secretary Begum Saje- 
da Choudhury to a full fledged 


After’ a biter weanling 
fcustcated picsidium smembor 
Dt Kamal Hossain Iefi the 
close-door venue of the council 
session at the Institution of 
Engincers in city with the 


remark ‘‘it cannot be accepted”’ . 


Be left minutes before Sheikh 
Hasina rose to make the anno- 
uncement of formation of the 


ty's new Presidium and Secre- 


tariat at 10-30pm, leaving a 
grim faced Tofadl Ahmed, a 
contender for the post of general 
secretary sitting on the rostrum. 
He received more cheers than 
Begum Sajeda Choudhury when 
his name was announced, as 
retaining his position as Orga- 
nising Secretary of tho party. 

Vetwan previ sa cate 
Abdul Mannan was also missing 
when tho 12.member new presi- 
dium was announced. He had 
retained his membership along 
with the party elders Abdul 
Malck Ukil, Abdus Samad 
Azad, S Zohra Tajuddin in 

the presidium, which was created 
in 1981 to accommodate them 
after Sheikh Hasina was elected 
President. 

Tho new presidium has five 
new faces. They are Prof Palin 
Dey of Chittagong, a comrade 
of Master Da Surja Sen, who 
master minded the Chittagong 
armoury raid in 1930. — 

. The other new entrants to 
the presidium, the membership 
of which has been raised from 
the previous strength of 10 are 
former patty Joint-Secretary 
Salahuddin Yusuf school teacher 
union leader and parliament 

member Kamaruzzaman, former 
Commerce Minister Matiut 
Rahman, Supreme Court lawyer 


Si Huq and Dz = Alauddin 
of Chapel Hawabgani. 
Amie Hussain Amu, a sitong 


' a os of Gene- 


also retained his 
job as one of the two joint secre- 
taries. Party's International 


Member from Naogaon M.A. 
Jalil filled up Begum Sajcda 


_ Choudhury’s vacant position of 


another joint-secretary. 

Youth Affairs Secretary 
Mohammad Nasim MP, who 
also looked agerieved was given 
the post of Publicity Secretary. 

‘Other new entrants to the 
Secretariat aré Fazlul Huq, 
Office ° Monnou-. 

n Sufian, La Secretary and 
Begum Motia Choudhury, Agri- 
cultural Affairs Secr . She 
had_ joined Awami guc 
in 1979 after deserting the NAP 

prof Muzaffar Ahmed. 

he new faces also include 
Shamsur Rahnian Shajahan. MP 
from Tangail, who substituted 
Kader Siddiky after the fugitive 
candidates nomination pape for 


liamentary elections, scratched 


in a Tangail constituency. Par- 
liament Member from Pancha- 
gath Advocate Sirajul Islam was 
selected Idternational affairs Sec- 
retary and Advocate Abu Saced 


as | Affairs Secretary. Begum 


Ivy Rahman retained her job 
as Women’s Affairs Secretary. 
But the post of Treasurer 
and one more secretary along 
wit1 the newly created positions 
of -three asistant secretaries 
could not be announced. 
Similarly the formation of 
the Dhaka city commitce 
of the party remained unanno- 
unced as in-fighting had preven- 
ted it at its council on December 
31. Earlier inthe day after the 
leaders of chittagong and Dhaka 
divisions had finished placing 
their district committee reports 
the council session entrust 
Sheikh Hasina to choose the 
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new leadership of the party as 
wranglings between Amir Hussain 

Amu and Tofael Ahmed, 
who jockeyed for the job of 
General Secretary, made the 
choice difficult. - 

Similarly, Shcikh Hasina 
was also entrusted with the res- 
ane of announcing * the 
ormation of the city committee. 


Shafiqul Aziz Mukul and 
Mofizul Islam Kamal rctaincd 
theic positions as Information 
and Research Secretary and Re- 
licf and Rehabilitation Affairs 
Secretary respectively. 


The council session also 
enlatged the party's Working 
Committee from its strength of 
$4 to 59 and the district commi- 
tees froin 40 to 49. : 

Before announcing the names 
of new patty officials, Sheikh 
Hasina urged the councillors to 
‘forgive her if there had been 
any mistake’ in forming the 
prcsidium and the Sceretatiat. 
She said that the Awami League 


‘had always = remained like a 
close knit family, withstanding 
many onslaughts and = suffering 
desestions during its diflicult 
times in the recent past But 
she noted the party semaiaed 
rock solid gaining strength te 
match forward to achieve its 
cherished goal of translating the 
dreams of Sheikh Mujibur Rah- 
man to build a Sonar Rangla 
Into reality. 


Sheikh Hasina, who took 17 
minutes to announce the names 
of the party leaders and introduc: 
— to the councillors, also 
exhorted the patty rank and file 
to build ancw the organisation 
at grassroot level, to gear up its 

movement. — 

She sald that party's stru- 
geile to liberate the netion fiom 
the clutches of what she sid, 
martial men‘ and achieveinz the 
rights of the people would con- 
tinue. 








She, however, failed to maa- 
tion anything about the future 
programine of the party parti- 
cularly about attending the 
winter session of Parlla. 
ment, sonething which. she 
also avoided in hee writter 
statement at the inaugural 
= of the council on Thore- 

ay. : 

Most of the councillors, 
numbering some 2500, endorsed 
the patiy decision to figit the 
May 7 pol!s. But they to> avoi- 
ded any remus} -*-"* whoher 
to continue the boycott of par- 
liament as the party MPs had 
te during two sessions of the 


se. 
' Later, Sheikh Hasina came 
to the open air venue of the 


around [1-20 


The —- en hy 
wami Loague’ has 
vowed to ae eeeee 
as ou y Bang. - 
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 

This vow was spelt out in a 
resolution of the party relating to 
the economy of the country ado- 
pted ai the concluding-day ses- 
sion of the party's council 
meeting. 

The resolution contained 12 
demands in keeping with the 
goal of the part, fora socialist 
econo 


my. 
The demands included im- 
mediate end to the denationall- 
sation amme of the govern- 
ment, nat lisation of banks, 
jute, industry, jute trade and 
export of jute products, widening 
of scupe for setting up of small 
and medium industrics at the 
ptivate sector alongside the pub- 
of dic sector, official patronisatio1 
the small and cottage industries, 
prohibition of all types of use- 
less commodities, building of a 
self-rcliaut national economy free 
from dependence on foreign aid, 
intensive exploration of gas, oil, 
coal and mineral resources. 
elimination of corruption and 
measures against snuggling, 
lowering of essentials’ prices, 


Dissidents Orpanize 
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| Text } 


ding money. 
Joining = Sheikh Hasina 


wewly-clected Cicueral Secretary 
o tho party Beguu Sajoda 
Chowdhury said, ‘They are not 
councillors. 

The —— group of A... 
council na press release 
issued 8s after the merting 
expressed concern at the reluc- 

tance of the present leadership of 
the party to carry out a thorough 
going purge in it. 


tary of Dhaka city Awami Lea- 
guc on behalf of the dissident 
councillors 


It said that those who had 
paved the way for killing of the 
Bangabandhu by ng his 
image with their misdeeds and 
creating anarchy and an artificial 
— in the country had not 

purged. 

It further said that the pre- 
sent leadership of the party hav- 
ing burgeois character had failed 
to properly evaluate the role of 
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abandoning of the top-heavy 
plans and = =oprojects — fair 
prices of cash crop: insta. 
ding sugarcane and jute and of 
salt continuation — of subsidy iv 
tho agriculture sector Inte nin: 
tation of the multi purruse co? 
peratives and = aricst of the 
population boom. 

{8 a resolution the council 
meeting demanded  withdeawal 
of all cases against Kader Sidi. 
qui and removal of bartiens ac- 
ross the path of his homecco ning. 

In anothcr resvlution the 
Awami League demanded rolcase 
of all political and student deta- 
inces belonging to the party 
and its front  otganisationr 
and withdrawal of the 
cascsand warrants of arrest 
against many of its leaders ang 
workers. 

A resolutton on education 
domanded “revolutionary change 
in what it described as an anti- 
people education policy tailed, 
imperialist interests and the 
npper middle-class people and 
implementation of the Qudtst-c- 
Khuda education connissioa 
report for introduction of a 
pro-people scientific and non- 
communal universal education 
avstem. 


those who had — esiablished the 
patty afiesh after killing of the 
Bangabandhu. Rather they have 
become victims of conspiracy 
as was Tajuddin Anmed, it 
added. 


The press release stated 
that this lesdership had been 
seme policy and had 
establi personality cult 
arrogating to themselves all 
organisational powers of the 


party. 

It bitterly criticized the deci- 
sion of the party on the pariia- 
mentary election and its subs-- 
quent activities. 

Voicing a firm determination 
to change the character of the 
~ and decentralize the 
eadetship for establishment of 
a socialistic social structure the 
dissident group snapped connec - 
= with the present leader- 

Pp. 


The press rclease sald that 
the genuine workers of the Ban- 
gabandhu whoa had heen tested 
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Political Resolution Reported 
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BENGALI DAILY SCORES GOVERNMENT ACTION AGAINST BNP 
BKO21339 Dhaka SANGBAD in Bengali 26 Jan 87 p 4 
[Editorial: "Undesirable and Provocative"] 


[Text] The incident that took place in connection with the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party [BNP] meeting at the Gulisthan Square on the first day of 

the parliamentary session is absolutely undesirable and provocative. The 
government has claimed that with the lifting of martial law and reinstitution 
of the constitutional rules, it has fulfilled its pledge to establish democracy 
in the country. Thus, under the situation everyone naturally expected that 
there would be no obstacle to the holding of assemblies or meetings. But it 
seems from the Saturday incident that the ruling circles are still not prepared 
to respect "the rules of the game’ for democracy. The BNP and the Seven 

Party Alliance organized the meeting on that day to demand the resignation 

of President Ershad and dissolution of the parliament. Everyone may not agree 
with these demands, but no one can deny the people the right to register their 
demands. If that is done, then the government's claim of establishing democracy 
will turn into a farce. 


The authorities could say that the BNP and the Seven Party Alliance did not 
seek police permission to hold the meeting. On earlier occasions permission 
was required only for the use of microphones; now it seems that it is essential 
even for the holding of public meetings. The concerned authorities should 
study how democratic it is that permission must be sought from the police to 
hold public meetings. It would be better for us not to speak of democracy 
when holding of opposition party meetings depends on police permission. At 

the most there could be some arrangements to inform the police about the 
meetings so that they could assure that they are held peacefully and prevent 
anyone from creating disorders at the meetings. They cannot be invited to 
break the participants’ heads. The government has, however, brought the 
situation to that level. To protect its sanctity, it has banned the holding 
of public meetings at Baitul Mukkaram. Under the pretext of not inconveniencing 
traffic and pedestrians it has forbidden the holding of any meetings at 
Gulisthan Square. The once famous Paltan Maidan, Outer Stadium, Race Course 
Maidan and Shurawardy Gardens have been out of bounds for public meetings for 
a long time. The doors of Osmani Gardens are also closed. Thus, there is 

in practice not a single place in the central part »f the city of Dhaka where 
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public meetings may be organized. At Sher-e-Banglanagar the place reserved 
for public meetings lacks communication facilities. Of course, it is not 
desirable to hold public meetings on busy streets and thereby disrupt traffic, 
but the only way to prevent streets and intersections being used for such 
purposes would be to set up suitable spots in the central parts of the city 
for public meetings. The ruling party, however, has no such problem in hoiding 
its meetings because those meetings uie attended either by the president 

or the prime minister. They also do not bother to ask permission from the 
police. It is only the opposition parties who have any problems. Without 
police permission they hold "illegal" meetings and also face the police 
batons. 


The extreme lack of restraint demonstrated by the police in their behavior on 
Saturday last deserves severe condemnation. There was no need for merciless 
baton charges and arrests when the organizers of the meetings began to disperse 
when the police arrived. There was also no justification for so humiliatingly 
loading the BNP leaders, including Mrs Khaleda Zia, into the police van and 
detaining them at the Matijheel police station for some hours. The authorities 
must give a satisfactory explanation of why it became necessary for the 

police to attack the journalists who were performing their duties. Such lack 
of restraint and wayward behavior is not expected from any police force of a 
civilized nation. 


If democracy is our cherished goal, then the government has to practice demo- 
cratic tolerance. It has to grant to the opposition parties their right to 
hold meetings and freely express their views. Otherwise, the government's 
assertions on democracy will turn into empty words. This will not reduce, 

but will only increase, instability and tension in the society and in 
politics. Where is the difference between martial law and the nonexistence of 
martial law if the opposition parties cannot, freely and peacefully, even hold 
their meetings. 
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PAPER REPORTS BNP STANDING COMMITTER MEETING 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESiI] OBSERVER in Fnglish 14 Jan 87 pp 1, 8 


ETE ni ¥ iif tl ieeqee 
ee 
iBRNLET eel om 


iH L |i MN ETA 





‘Commitice blamed through mass movement. 


dividing! peat te 
Lees Ei ‘th Pts ; 
i Hl alta i 


[Text } 


4600/1377 


/9274 
CSO: 


94 











< 
7 
me 
5 


DIRECTIVES ON COURT JURISDICTION STIR RESENTMENT 


Powers Defined 
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Bar Association Reaction 
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Cou? premises, Mr. Shamsul tug 
Chowdhury said such deployment of 
police had lowered the prestige of 
the Supreme Court and the Chief 
Justice as well. In this connection, 
he said that police was never de- 
ployed in the Supreme Court pre- 
rriscs during the 40 ycars of Pakis- 
tan and Bangladesh period. ‘ihis 
Government, he alleged, had cie- 
ated a precedence by deploying 
police in the Supreme Court premis- 
cs. It may be mentioned here that 
police was seen also on ‘Tuesday in 
the Supres.. Cénrt premises. 

Mr. Shanisvl Hag Chowdhury 
condemned the remark of Prime 
Minister Mizanur Rahman Chow- 
dhury against the Supreme Court 
lawyers. Prime Minister Mizanus 
Rahman Chowdhury while addses- 
sing a public mecting at Haimchar 
High Schoo! in Chandpur had said 
that a section of the lawyers was 
boycotting the court of the Chief 
Justice out of political motiva’ ion. 
Mr. Shamsul ug Chowdhury took 
exception to the word a section of 
lawyers and said that Prime Mihistcr 
should know that all lawycrs of the 
Bangladcsh Supreme Court were 

boycotting the court of the Chief 
Justice and not a section. He urgcd 
the Prime Minister to refrain from 
giving advice to the Supreme Court 
meg vt sd. v4 out of his jurisdic- 
ion. the charge of political 
motivation levelled against the 
lawyers, the Supreme Court Bar 
Association President said that the. 


uphold the Constitution and the 
prestige of the judiciary. He said the 


19274 
CSO: 4600/1377 


remark: of Prime Minister was not 


time, and It would, in relation to the 
arca for whic i was established, 


have all powc | jurisdiction of 
that Divis" spt that the 
Admisalty « Court Division 
and the orig. lisdiction of that 


Division in resy..t of the company 
maticrs would be with the pesma- 
nent Bench having its scat at Dha- 
ka. The permancat Benches were 
accordingly cstablished at Dhaka, 
Chittagong, Comilla, Sythet. Ranp- 
pur, Jessore and Barisal. 

During the, period of Miuutial 
Law, the Chicf Martial Law Admi- 
nistratos fixed the number of judges 
for such permancat Benches cstab- 
lished at different places. 

After passing of the Constitution 
(7 Amendment) Act, 1986 on 
November 10, 1986 by the newly 
elected Parliament, the proclama- 
tion of Martial Law of March 24 was 
cevoked. Upon revocation of the 

voclamation and withdrawal of 

artial Law, the Constitution was 
fully restored. Paragraph 7 of the 
Constitution (7th Amendment) Act, 
1986 rcads as: “Upon the revocation 
of the said proclamation and with- 
drawal of Martial Law, this Con- 
stitution shall stand fully revived 
and restored and shall subject to the 
provisions of this paragraph have 
effect and operate as if it had never 
been suspended.” 

Article 100 of Bangladesh con- 
stitution thus stood revived. Thetc 
can be sessions of periodical sittings 
of the High Court Division at such 
other place or places as the Chicf 
Justice may. with the approval of 
the President, from time to time 
appoint. 

The Supreme Cout Bar has 
taken crception to the pemmancnt 
sittings of the jucdpes at diffcient 
palces. They say it is in sivlation of 
Article 100 of the Constitution. 




















GAP IN FOOD AVAILABILITY, REOQULREMENTS REMAINS HIGH 
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[Article by Ouamrul Islam Choudhury} 


[Text ] 


In Bangladesh, despite a 
gradual increase in food- 
grain production, a gap 
between the availability and 
requirement remains high at 
10 percent. This food deficit 
which during the last 
(FY 86) was 2,3 million 
tons is likely to be around 
1.8 million tons in the cur- 
rent year (FY 87) according 
to a forecast. | 

The rapid growth ia 
foodgrain production is 
og ia pa 
Stagva . 
low level of i use, slow 


use of high yielding varietics, 


unfavorable weather and 
, hazards, | 
top of it Bangladesh 
loses :.4 million mae of 
paddy cach year duc to the 
traditional practices follo- 
wed in the post-harvest pro- 
cess, The phases of losses 
were indentified as harves- 
rine, Moar stacking, bund- 
"g, Grying, trans ing. 
threshing, cleaning Ae Pg 
drying. — 
Out of the 11.5 million 


cepa cultivable Jand in : 


country about 83 per- 
cent is under food crops. 
Last year the production 
target was 16.5 mi‘lica tons 
of rice and wheat while the 


actual production was 16.1 


million tons. 


The target for the cur- 
rent FY 87 is 17.4 million’ 


tons of rice and wheat but 
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economists have forecast a 
production level of between 
16.8 to 16.9 million tons. 

Aus crop target last 
year was3 million tons 
while production was 2.82 
million tons. This year the 
‘target has been raised to 3.2 
wwillion tons while produc- 
tion is ‘3.1 million tons 
according to official esti- 
mates. 

Last year aman crop 
production was 8.54 million 


tons while this year the target 


has been fixed at 8.5 million 
tons and production has 
also been at that level, offi- 
cial estimates show. 

The target for boro crop 


of the current yeat has been © 


set at 4.2 7 cs wet while 
last year um AR 
at the level of 3.67 million 
tons. The target for wheat 
has been fixed this year at 
1.5 million tons while last 
year production was 1.04 
ion tons. 


that -the area . under the 
traditional aus and broadcast 
aman is gradually decreasing 
while arcas under wheat, 


boro aod HYV aman crops 


are increasing. 

- Being an input intensive 
crop the expansion of boro 
depends on irrigative frcili- 
ties which in the current 


ycar femains stggnant as 


suggested by official figures. 
Wheat production, which 
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expanded in the _post-inde- 
ee period, has been 
acing problems of weather- 
induced factors. 

The high-yeilding varieties 
are now grown on 25 
five percent of the total avea 
to haryest 40 percent of the 
total foodgrain production. 


Expansion of both acre- 
age and yield is dependent 
on ad te irrigation facili- 
ties, fertilizer application, 
use of improved seeds, pest 
management, farmer's ability 
to investin crop-raising 
activities besides favorable 
weather at seeding. 


Economists fecl the 
relative prices of inputs and 
outputs are critical for 
technological expansion. 
The government policies, 
particularly the price policy, 
did not prove favorable for 
the expansion of HYVs and 
yield rates, they remarked. 


There is a general 
tendency among the farmers 
to harvest crop whenit is 
too mature and this also 
causes substantial ain 
loss. A study by Huq, 

asem and others of the 
Bangladesh Rice Research 

tute one 3 that aes 
grain losses by weight in 
case of aman, aus and boro 
are 7.5,7.2 and 6.4 percent 
respectively. The loss ave- 
rage is computed around 7 
percent, 
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REPORT ON TALKS BETWEEN ERSHAD, NCNA DELEGATION 
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CORRESPONDENT ON CONDITION OF STRANDED PAKISTANIS 
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IRREGULARITIES IN ASSIGNMENTS TROUBLE FOREIGN SERVICE 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 26 Dec 86 p 3 


{Text ] 
Irregularities . by a 
I quarter in selecting 


candidates for appointment 
in the economic, commer- 
cial and other wings of. 
Bangladesh missions abroad | 
fave created widespread 
misgivings among the civil 


servants. The intments 
also include the cases of 
some Ban h ambassa-: 


dors. In most of the cases, , 


attaches and ambassadors 
who were drawn from the | 
services other than the' 
Foreiga Service, according 
to official sources. 


In some other cases 
civil servants who were | 
selected from services other. 
than the Foreiga Service 
were denied equal privile- ; 
ges, service benefits and 
opportunities and thereby ' 
subjected to various discri- 
minations, 


In a recent appointment 
of economic councillors, the 
standing committee is learnt | 
to have. interviewed the 
intending candiztes in 1985 
and selected a list of seven 
candidates fot two posts of 
counsellors. 


Rezoul Hayat, former 


19274 
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‘irector genesal of the 
Bangladesh Rural Develop- 
— Board and M.A. 
fannan, joint secratary, 
Ministry of Finance, topped 
the list. Out of these two, 
Rezaul Hayat has been 
yen appointmem’ = at 
on. But M. A Hannan 
was not taken jn. Instead 
another person was chosen. 
A minister was allegedly 
instrumental in selecting 
this candidate. 


In selecting § = labour 
attaches for. Bangladesh 
missions abroad, similar’ 
irregularities were Was cont’ 
mitted last year: A muniticr 
of potentia! candidates whe 
secured good pusitions werc 
denied appointment duc to 
interference from some 
powee a} quastess. 


On the other hand, the 
cxisting bar on the nomima- 
tion and appoinimeat of 
civil servants, who have 
more than two chikiren, 
for serving abroad are not 
being uniformly applied by 
the government. A dozen of 
candidates who do not fit 
into the existing - rules 
however managed foreign 
postings, while dozens of 
other civil servants wese 
denied foreign postiags on 
the same ground. 


The discriminatory app- 
lication of existing rules 
have created widespread 


L02 


BANGLADESH 


debate among the conter- 
aed circles. This has = bein 
defeating the government 
ves for deploying 
t civil servants in the: 
foreign missions abroad. 


Besides, persons belony,- 
ingto cadres other than 
the.Foreign Service are 
not allowed home leave anid 
equal tenure of serving 
abroad in line with the 
Foreign Service cadres. 

These practices by the 
government have been 
demoralizing the government 
servants and the dropping 
of efficient civil servants 
from appointments in vital 
positions in Bangladesh 
embassies abroad have raised 
doubts about the perfo rma- 
nce of the embassies Specially 
in the Context of reotienta- 
tion government policy. 

Earlier a committec 
headed by former PRD 
Secretary Mafizur Rahman 
was formed to evnluate the 


activities of the Bangla- 
desh missions abroad. The 


‘ committee, with one note of 


dissent, recommended for 


' the. reorientation of 
i the Bangladesh embassies tu- 
' ward economic interests of 


the country in the fields of 


. aid, trade, export of man- 


power and = promotion of 
investment and tourism. 
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MANY CIVIL SERVANTS DISMISSED UNDER MARTIAL. LAW 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 25 Dec 86 pp 1, 8 


{Text } 
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| Over 1600 ey me ser- 


vants were from scrvi- 
ce Law Order 
(MLO 9) from 1982 until Nove- 
mbec 9, 1986. 


fomoved from service 


the period, according to 
svallable stetities 


The MLO 9 provided aut- 
right dismissal without attcibu- 


ting any reason. 


‘sacked outright, 





jt provided no oppurtunity 
to the victims to avail them: 
selves of the Service praceduics 
for dismissal wf government 
servants, 

Under the normal procedures, 
a goverument servant is piven 
the opportunity te expl:in why 
he should not be disweis:ed or 
Bat in MLO 9, nw 
l +“ 
© cemen were 
the civil 
servants and professionals were 
= an opportunity to appert 
ore a comnitice to meke n 

statement. 

‘they, however, did not ect 
@ chanwe to defend themsolves of 
appeal against the termination. 

The cascs of police persun- 
nel were later reviewed by a 
committes and 347 out of 1047 
were reinstated. 

But no such opportunity 
was given fo the civil servants 


a. 
t is alleged! that seme termi - 


nation oniers under Mi.0 9 
seached their destination, for 
whatever ressen, even altor 
withdcawal of nevetial law. 
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ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK LENDING SLOWS DOWN 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 26 Dec 86 p 3 


[Article by Hassan Abul Quashem] 


{Text ] 


. The lending Fn ram of 
the Asian lopment 
Bank in Bangladesh has 
drastically slowed down dur- 


« . 
. 


ing the current year. Bang- — 


ladesh has only realized 


percent of the bank's overall 7 


commitment for the year, 


according to official sources. - 
' The processed loan: 
amount is iy the. 


lowest cver since the iocep- 
tion of the bank's .s 
tion in Bangladesh, it is 
a The politica eption 
€ po perc 

of the ADB, its greater 
rcliance on policy dialogue, 
and the government's inabi- 
lity to firm up its position 
in many cases are learnt to 
be the main causes for the 
sudden spectacular drop of 
ADB program during the 
current year. 

Bangladesh has finally 
realized only about 140 
million US dollars against 


the official commitrent of - 


nbout 360 miilion dollars 
during the period under 


ernie sftadtion has kd to 


an inordinate delay in the 
implementation of some of 
the projects and deferment 


/9274 
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of some other vital projects 
during the same period. 
Bangladesh has finalized 
negotiated deals regarding 
4 projects and deferred six 
nationally important pro- 
jects and the remaining 
10 technical assistance pro- 
jects have been delayed. 
ADB has dropped one 
water management project— 
Kurigram irrigalion —on 
political considerations. 
ADB is learnt to have 
succumbed to a st 
essure to stop nciang 
Of the 20 million dollar 
project. it has asked 
Bangladesh to resolve the 
riparian issue with India 
before entering into an 


agreement with the bank. 


Bangladesh has not yet 
to the ADB's 
stand. An official response 
is likely tobe sent to the 
bank regacding the latest 
position of Bangladesh. . 
Regarding the 55 million 
dollars for the Brahmaputra 
basin project the bank is yet 
to respond. No appraisal 
mission has been sent yet 
for the project Bo gears 9 
which is mostly | with 
the multi-purpose Jamuua 
bridge project. 


1.04 


BANGLADESH, 


Regarding crop the 
diversification program the 
Bangladesh government is 
still undecided about the 
involvement of the ADB as 
a co-financier. Another 
deferred project is the 63 
million dollar social forestry 
project whose ae at 
are yet to be finalized by 
the sovernment. : ; 

Iu one other case the 
bank has cancelled negotia- 
tion of loans fast October. 
This loanis likely to be 
finalized in the 1987 calendar 


year, 
The delayed projects are 


‘ mostly the technical assis- 


tance projects. Bangladesh 
has incurred a total of about 
50 million dollars on 
account of a-15-monta delay 
inthe Tongi and = Ishurdi 
230 kv sub-station project. 
This cost includes interest 
charges, overhead expen- 
ditures, revenue losses, etc. 


- Insome of the projects, 
the ADB has been delaying 
the signing, processing and 
negotiation of the agrec- 
ments while in a few other 
cases UNDP has declined 
to finance despite the 
bank’s willineness. 
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ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK TO LEND DIAKA $60 MLLLION 
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MINISTER ANNOUNCES END OF PUBLIC SECTOR SUBSIDY 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESI! OBSERVER in knglish 14 Jan 87 pp 1, 8 





{Text ] 

CHITTAGONG, Jan. = 13:— cut way to development and vunty management scalised Laka $4 cron 
Government has decided not to give hard labour and prope: poticy could se far. The Deputy Prime Minister 
any more subsidy to the public ensure it. appreciated the drive and asked the 
sector industrial units and asked Replying 10 demands of the work Progati management to recover the 
them to improve their efficiency and ers, union of the Progaii the Deputy rest of the wscalised mon:y. 
reduce kins through open compcti- Prime Minister said that the CGiov On his way from the public sector 
tion with the private sector cramcat would not give unit the Doputy Prime Minister visit 

This was disclosed here today by for motor assembling in fu- Aftab Automobiles, the only 
Depety Prime Mininter to charge of ture. ahem Jed pepe in private sector. 

of Industries Mr prongs ok manufactur was received at the plant by Mr. 
Mewded Ateees. motor He disclosed that Shafiul [tdam Kamal,  Vice- 

Speaking at the installation cere- plans were takon to manufac- Chairman of islam Group and 
mony of Progati Industries Kar- ture motor at the Progati. Director of Aftab Automobiles, 
machari League, at the country's The function was also addicescd While mound the acwinbling 
only motor assembling plant, the by Ms. Alapl ‘Kamel, MP. The plant the Prime Minister 
Deputy Prime Minister said that the of Steel Mills Corpora- sciterated Government's policy to- 
country could no more afford to tion Mr. Nefaur Rahman and the wards private sector and assur dt of 
give subsidy to the public sector General Manager of Mi. giving incentive for both domestic 
units in meeting their losses. He said Rafiq Ahmed Siddique were me- and forvign capital investment for 
thai the public sector should not semt at the function. industtialisation. 
expect any discriminatory conces-’ Farlicr, the Deputy Prime Minis- Eatlicr, on bis arrival at Tatenga 
tions from the Government and tcr went round the plant and ex- aitport special security measurcs 
they must learnt to compete with pressed satisfaction over the per- were taken by the administs ation to 
the private sector. He regictted that formance of the Progati Industrics _avoid anv incidence like the onc that 
most of the public sector units had which was once considercd as a ‘sick happened during the visit of State 
been incurring huge loss and crcat- unit’ Progati which incurred a loss of Minister for Youth and Sports 
eens OP tee ciate eantoger. over Taka cight crore in 1984 KS Sheikh Shahidul Islam when two 

imphasising the nced for indus- and over Taka 1.75 crore last fiscal rival groups of Jatiya Patty who 
trialisation the Deputy Prime Minis- year made a profit of Taka 1.83 went to the aisport to welcome the 
ter said that the cxisting industrial crore during the first six months of State Minister clashed with fire arms 

and the tariff structure would 1946. In 1983-84 the unit sold buses which prevented the Minister from 
tevised to promote industrial and trucks worth Taka 72 crore landing at the airport. A number of 
development. The pew policy would without any guarantec and colaicr- welcome arches were crected in the 
be soon announced, he added. He al. With special drive the Propati city to welcome Mr. Moudud 
reminded all that there was no short Ahmed. 
/9274 
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COMMITTEE TO HARNESS OIL RESOURCES PLANNED 
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and drilling operations 
lead to concrete’ delineation of 
the ofl structure ond firm assess 
ment of the reserves, the sources 
maintained. 


100 p.c. commercially 


viable 

Asked about the comniercial 
viability of drilling operations at 
Sylhet structure, the Energy 
Ministry sources said, the oil 
struck at Haripur, is cent per 
cent commercially viable. “ 
gcological information indicates 
the firm availability of more oil 
layers, and some even at a com 
paratively lower depth strata, at 
Sylhet structure”, t noted. 
The sources pointed out that 
drilling at Beanibazar area also 
under Sylhet oil structure 
would start shortly under a 
Canadian assistance. Drilling 
operations at Rangpur and its 
adjoining areas folling within 
the same rock formation as that 
in Sythet are being carried out 
by Shell Oi! Company, the 
sources added. 


Z 


The officials sources told this 
correspondent that seven operon 
tional oll rigs were now avai)- 
able in the country. There is no 
problem of rig at the momevt, 
’ added, Asked about tlic 

cost of rig procuicd 
assistance, the 
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ed that 
the oil so extracted, is exp-ctcd 
to facilitate the te subs- 


At 
hero, s about & million 
tons w+ oil and about 9.6 


and the rest sixty 
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BRIEFS 


DELEGATION IN PAKISTAN-~-Islamabad, 2 Jan (XINHUA)--Pakistan and Bangladesh of - 
ficials have agreed that there is a great potential for exchange of goods 
between their countries, the local press reported today. During the meeting 
here yesterday between a visiting Bangladesh economic and trade delegation 

and Pakistani officials, emphasis was laid on exchange of trade delegations 

to enhance bilateral trade volume and the establishment of trade creating 
joint ventures, The Bangladesh delegation showed interest in increasing the 
export of tea and jute goods to Pakistan while Pakistan asked Bangladesh to 
import, among others, more pig iron, machine tools other machinery and instrvu- 
ments and ships from Pakistan, The Rangladesh delegation showed keen interest 
in seeking Pakistan's cooperation in improving the agrarian conditions in 
Bangladesh and the Pakistan side assured full cooperation in this connection. 
[Text] [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in Fnplish 3 Jan 87 pp 1, 8) /9274 


DEATH FOR SMUGGLERS.-The Council of Ministers on Sunday decided to amend 
certain provisions of the Special Powers Act of 1974 to introduce death 
penalty as the maximum punishment for smuggling. reports BSS. The decision 
was taken at a meeting cf the Council of Ministers held at Bangabhaban with 
President Hussain Muhamead Ershad in the chair, The Council also decided to 
fix minimum punisi: ent for smuggling at two years of Rigorous Imprisonment, 
It was also decided that selling or possessing of smuggled goods would be 
considered an offence and such offence will be liable for sentence from 

one to seven years, The meeting resolved that ail the remaining abandoned 
commercial concerns would be disposed of by auction to the highest bidders 
through District Management Board. In case the buyers of defaulted in paying 
scheduled installments, such concerns will also be taken-over by the Govern- 
ment and be sold off in the same wanner. There were 745 abandoned commercial] 
concerns of which 417 have so far been sold off and the remaining 214 will be 
disposed of following Sunday's Cabinet decision, [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLA- 
DESH OBSERVER in English 19 Jan 87 p 1] /9274 
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ASSAM NEPALESE 'DISMAYED' OVER GANDHI STATEMENT 
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ANALYST WRITES ON SELECTION OF TEAM FOR HANOI 
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[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text] 
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INDIA, QATAR SIGN PACT ON HYDROCARBON RESOURCES 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 6 Jan 87 p 14 
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CPI-M REGISTERS IMPRESSIVE WIN IN TRIPURA ELECTIONS 
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ALLEGED PAKISTANI SPIES ARRESTED IN JAMMU 
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